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of late was upon us, and i not 1 
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wiſe allo reric felt agrecing 
in divers good points) unto 
0 cheſe daves wherein 
wee live. 
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He that refuſcth to be reformed , de= GN, 
ſpiſeth his owfifoule : but hethatſf N 
ſubmitteth hitnſelf to correction, ĩs & 
wile. i 

JAcos. 8, 10. 
Draw neere to God; and he will draw neere 
to you : Caſt down your ſelves before the 
4 Lord; and he wilt lift ycu up. [=> 
Tay | [mprinted at London by Robert y 
Robinſon,for Thomas Man, and 5 
Thomas Gubbins. x 58 8. 


TO THE MOST 
Reverend father in God, 
his verie good Lord, Io N, by the pro- 
vidence of God, «Archbiſhop of ¶ anterbu⸗ 
| rie,one of her Muieities mo#t honoras 
| ble Privie Counſell, Primate 

| of all England and Me- 


tropolitane. 


Nhat ſort this land of 
0 ourt wa _—_— fited by 
4 the hand of the Lorde for 
tos yeares together with 
vnſeaſonable weather, C. 
ſo conſequenth with ſome. 
| ſcarcitie then , although to ſay the truth it 
was nothing 2 ie vous at hereto fore our 
elders haue had, and others then felt, at it 
was reported. — was it ſo evident and plaine 
in it ſelfe , that I ſhall not neede to ſtande 
to ſhew what it was, or how far we were all 
generally touched therewith : but eſpecially 
thoſe that were the poorer ſort among us. 
Our owne * for that matter was 


9 3 ſuch, 


© — 
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* The Epiſtle 
ſuch, that whoſoever woulde goe about to 
make any farther demonſtration of it, might 
verie well ſpare his labour therein. But 
whereas in ſuch caſe ſome other way there 
% , wherein we might bee fruit fully oce upi- 
ed, and to verie good purpoſe , and ſo as the 
nature of the thing it ſelfe doth require: 
therein whoſoever could righily and order- 
ly imploy his labour, he might be able there- 
by to diſcharge ſome part of his duetie, and 
doe a peece of good ſervice to God, and his 
Comntrey. | 

| That other way I tale to bee eſpecially 
this : that we acknowledge the ſame to bee 
ſent of God; and theremit hall that ſo we be 
touched therewith, as in ſuch caſe doth ap- 
pertain, In which becanſe did not then 
bnow (nor yet doe) that others did labour, 
therefore the laſt yeare, I did endevour mee 
ſelfto ſet downe ſomewhat thereof: which 
alſo I finiſhed as it pleaſed the Lord to bleſſe 
me therein. And to the end that I might 
ſafelier doe it, without offending on aber 
Ade, either on the right hand, or on the left, 
I ſame no better way then to take ſome text 
of Scripture, ſuch as belonged to thus linde 
of argument, and out of it to derive ſome 
ſuch inſtruction as the text it ſelfe ſhonlae 


- 


* as 


Dedicatorie, 
natura l yeeld. So did I tal the Prophet 
Joel, and ont of him framed this Admo- 
nition , that then] preſented your Grace 
withall, But ſeeing that ſmceit hath beene 
ſtayed (/ wote not by what ſiniſter meanes) 
by one that undertooke the printing of it & 
nom of late it is come to my hands again, al- 
though that in ſome reſpett it may ſeeme to 
come ont of ſeaſon now :yet becauſe that in 
others it doth not ( nor but little in that) I 
thought it my dutie again to preſent your 
Grace therewith, 

Which thing the leſſy that it is init ſelfe 
iu reſpect of any thinggherm that is mine) 
the leſſe bould I ought to haue beene, both 
at the firſt and nom alſo to have offered the 
ſame, unto ſo grave and learned a cenſure. 
But ſeeing that it pleaſed your Grace to ac- 
cept of it then; I might not turn it an other 
way now; eſpecially, when as the nature of 
it in my indgement is ſuch , as that before I 
thought mee ſelf bound, and yet do, in order 
and duetie to maks it yours. eAnd /o beſee- 
ching your Grace to pardon, both my for- 
wer bouldnes therein, and the renuing of it 
now again, I bumblie praie that Almigh- 
tie Godthe father of lights & only fountain 
of all good graces ,of his great and infinite 


= mercie 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


mercie, for the glorie of his holie name, and 
in the face of his Annointed , would vouch. 
B ſafe ſo to viſit us from above by his Holie 
Spirit, that we maie be in ſuch ſort touched, 
with this his gentle and gracious warning, 
and ſo ſeeke vntobim while it is time, that 
we provoke no heavier diſpleaſure , but maie 
; attaine to his further mercies, 
and euer ſtand in bis gracious 
fauour. From Bolton- 
Percy, April. 6. 
| BREE 


humblein the Lord, 


| 5 Your Grace moſt 
| 


Edm. Bunny, 


T he Prafaceto 


the Reader, 


Heras (gentle Rea- That this 
der) this admoniti- Prophecie ft. 
on of mine out of 770 4 41 
che Prophet Ioel %, 2 theo 


our daies map 


Tg vs to have come”, well, 


0 


foorth the laſt ſum- 
mer, though (I 
not how) it 

0 hath beene ſtayed 
dil chis preſent: by 
this meanes it cum= 
meth to paſſe, that 

now am iuſtly oc- 

caſioned to ſay ſum hat unto thee, not only of the 

Treatiſe it ſelfe, but alſo of this late publiſhing of 
it. Concerning the Treatiſe it ſelfe, although it be 
out of the Prophet Ioel, who was ſent of God to 
his people of old, and about ſuch things as concer= 
ned a ſpeciall eſtate of theirs then: yet doth it ſo 
fitly agree with usalſo now, and with the waics 
that are moſt common and . rife among us that the 
ſelfe ſame Prophet may ſeeme as much to have 
beene preſerved for tis againſt this time that now 
We are in, as he was before ſent unte othem to 
ſpeake unto them. For we alſo are found in the 
ſelf ſame waies, that they were in at that preſent: 
and therefore hath the Lord for theſe few of the 
laſt yeeres in much * laide his hand vpon 
+ 9 


HE PREFACE 
yas he did upon them, and yet alſo doth, in v 

plain and ſeodblemane., But as they were lente 

er, and could not ſee it, & therfore turned nat un= 

to the Lord that ſo had laide his hand upon them: 

fo we like viſe at this præſent hare notably beene 

rovoked diners waics to acknowledge the hand 

of God upon us, and to turne unto him, and yet 
notvithſtanding, we have not done it, but either 

ſhape .with it, or thinke it needeles to take ſuch a 

courſe, And yct, as at that time God did but with 

one handſhake the rod at them, & with th other 

held foorth ſpecial mercies vnto them, a further ad- 
yancement of religion among them, and a ſpecial 
deliverance from al their enimies : ſo at this time 

alſo we may ſee the Lord to obſerve that courſe 

toward ys, hot onely lay ing his hand upon us, but 

alſo tenderi 5 and offering unto us, by manie good 

and co Te tokens, both a further manifeſta= 

tion of the goſpel,and a better riddance of our eni= 

mies, if ſo be that we can truely turn unto him, As 

therefore this call of the Prophet was to ſpeciall 

ood uſe unto them to quicken them up, both to a 

fible feeling of that hand of God upon them; & 

to caſt thẽ ſelves to be in a redines to receave thoſe 

reater mercies at his hands likewiſc: even ſo may 

it be as much to our purpoſe, that he ſhould nowe 
ſtir us up unto a ſecling of ſuch hands of God as are 

upon us; and with all diligence to ſort our ſelves to 

ſach a courſe, as beſt may ſerve to take unto us 

thoſe other mercies,that now of long he hath of- 

fered unto us. (& y et doth) in fo gracious maner. 

Bd it may be, that thou wilt thinke, that L have 
wer it 1s delz.. over lightly paſſed over the Text of this Prophe- 
uered, cie: yeelding. as it doth, ſo manie good leſſons ; ſo 
| meete for our ſelves, and for the daies wherein we 
liye, But my deſire was, but only to open the Pro- 
het unto thee:and that ſo briefly as I could: that ſo 


being othermiſe leſſe incumbred , thou * 
de 
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ont of ſeaſon, in ſome relpeR , becauſe it m_— 


TO THE READER, 
che better attend unto him, For which cauſe; alſos 
after everie chleſe & principal diviſion of the Text, 
and the 2 of the Methode or order of it, L 
have briefly howe we — ſame 
to our ſelves, Then alſo, to the end that eve- 
rie one may better perceive, how far foorth he may 
account, either of the ſenſe that out of any part of 
the Text is gathered, or of the Methode whereinto 
it is digeſted, L have here ſet down the Text it ſelfe 
in ſuch ſort diſtributed, or divided into ſuch ſeverall 
portions as it is aportioned & handled in the Trea- 
riſe it ſelf : noting alſo,in the end of every portion, 
in what Sęctions of the Treatiſe that portiò is hand 
led. A matter that many do litle need(ſuch as have 
the text already, and can redily turn unto it:) & 
may it be to good uſe to ſome others, & ( for 
matter) eaſe them of ſome part of their labour. And 
the brieflier and —— that it is delivered unto 
thee, the better ſhalt thou be able to ſee, what ĩt is 
that the Prophet doth call thee unto. Which when 
thou perceaveſt, then it remayneth , that thou caſt 
thee ſelf to be in a redines to anſwere his cal. 


Concerning this late publiſhing of it; firſt, what Of the late 


publiching of 
1t + neverthe- 


was the cauſe of the ſtay with him to wh6 the 
ting thereof was comitted,& who then did under- 
take the præſent diſpatch of it, I mee ſelf am not a 


ble to ſay:& it was much againſt my wil, conſide 4 i comerh 
2d ſer me a- in ſaaſen. 


ring that, as at that præſent oceaſion h 
bout that kinde of labour for the good of others ſo 
did it likewiſe not well accord with that needles 
delay that thereof was made, when the time it ſelfe 
did fo iuſtly require it, Inſomuch that to that verie 
end, that is, to give it ſo readie a courſe, as to that 


ſcafon did ap pertain, both my ſelfe of ſet purpoſe 


repayred to London, and there tooke ſpeciall order 
for the præſent imprinting of it. Then that it is let 
foorth noyy, although ĩt may ſceme to be ſumwhart. 


- THE PREFACE © 


ſo much on the ſcarcity that then was, which is in 
d part eaſed now, yet the tru: h is, that the mate 
ter being better conſidered, there is no cauſe why 
any man nerde to thinke, but that yet (in that re- 
ſpeR alſo) it may well come not far out of ſeaſon. 
For though the yere that now is præſent, hath 
brought with it (God be thanked) good ſtore of 
corne,vhich the other wanted before : yet did that 
other fo far finke the moſt mens ſubſtance at that 
præſent, to get them graine to their needeful - 
neſſe, that row they hardlier have wherewithall 
to get it, than they had then, though it bee 
cheaper. And fo confequently that ſcarcitie 
doth as yet remaine with vcitc many. But ho- 
focucr dari wealed: yet is there among us ſuch 
a kinde gf ſickeneſſe at this præſent, ſpread o- 
ver all py „as that * (both by — 
ſharpenes, and itrapgenes of it, we may plainc 
har itis 2 of God, and lech — 
no doubt unto repentance. Again, as this our Pro- 
l t. by occaſionof a famin then, called on the peo 
ple to be effectually touched ther with, & with true 
nce to turn to the Lord: ſo, becauſe that this 
Admontron of mine hath like wiſe held the ſelf ſame 
courſe, the leſſe that we have yct acknowledged 
that hand of God, and the leſſe that we thereupon 
did turn unto him by repentance as yet, the more 
inftly may it be demaunded of us, and the more 
wit occaſion hath this ſtill to proceede, 
and to hold on his former courfe, Beſides this, 
whereas the propher Ioel, upon their repentance 
did alſure them of greater mercies , both a further 
propagation of the Gofpell , and à notable deliue- 
rance from their enimies : who ſeeth not, but that 
to this cad alſo this Admnirien may now very fitly 
come foorth , when as all ſorts have ſo much buſi⸗ 
nes about the aduauncement of Religion, and when 
. a9 


TO THE READER, 
2s there 2 — —— c_ —— ſuf⸗ 
ficieptly knowne,that (for the goſpel) they are not 
a lire — againſt us? Thele reaſons therfore 

moving, I have thought good, now to take ſome 
further order for the publiſhing of this Admonitien; 
and therewithall toſhey thee, what reaſons mo⸗ 
ved me thereunto, ; | NN 

And now what remaineth, but that, as the Pro= 77 het bebe. 
2 — doth call upon us, God himſclfe bath nota. ft te rake by 

ly provoked, and our owne eſtate doth much rea h readeng 

uire: even ſo we addreſſe our ſelves td aunſwere Yi? 
this gratious calling of his, in ſtirring up our ſelves 
to a ſenſible feeling of that hand of God upon us, 
and, in turning our ſelves unto him in true repen= 
tance ? Of theſe things I thought good a little to 
forewarne thee (gentle Reader): leaving thee 
now at thy good pleaſure, to the Treatiſe it ſelfe, 
and wiſhing thee to uſe it to the glory of him who 

fo lovingly calleth, and to the benefite of thy 

ſelfe whom he would in no wiſe have to miſe. 
cary:which that thou maiſt the better do, 
I humbly beſceche God to vouchſafe 
thee his bleſſing, and tlie directi- 
on of his holie ſpirite: and ſo 
I bid thee well to fare 

in Icfus Chriſt, 


Sect. 
of 1,2. 


The text of the Prophet 


1 HE word of hs Lorde that came to 


[ker all inhabitants of the land, whether 


— — — 


| 


Lomi all ye drinkers of wine, becauſe of the 


| your children, ſhew to their children, and 


| 6 Tea, a nation commeth upon my land, 


Ioẽl, in ſuch ſort diſtributed , as it is 
handled in the Admonition 


following. - 


Joel. the ſonne of Pethuol. 

2 Hearke yee this i Elders , and hear- 
ſuch a thing bath beene in your dayes , or 
yet in the — ofyour fathers. 

Tell you your children of it, and let 


ther children to another generation. 

That which i left of the Palmer- 
woorm , hath the Graſhopper eaten ; and 
the refidue of the graſhopper hath the can- 
her-woorm eaten; the reſidue of the can- 
ker-woorme hath the caterpiller eaten. | 

5 eAmakeye drunkards,and wepe,and | 


new wine : for it ſhall bee pulled from your 


mouth, 


mightie and without number , whoſe teeth 


are like the teeth of a Lion,and be hath the 


7 He maketh my vine waſt, and pilleth 
ef iht barks of my fig-tree : hee maketh it 


bare 


Seck. f iawes of a great Lyon. 


The Text; 


bare and cafteth it domus: the branches 


thereof are made white, 
8 CHMoorneliks avir-giv girded with 


ſack;cloth for the buſband of her youth; 
The meat-offring and the” drink-of- 


fringis cut of from the 2 of the Lord: 


the Pr ieftes, the Lords miniſters mourne. 

. 10 The field is waſted; the land moor- 
meth : for the corne 10 deſtroy ed: thenewe 
wine is dried up, and the ole — ayed. 

11 Ve yeaſbamed, | a hom 
6 ye vine- dre ſſers for the wheat , and for 


the barley becau ſe the barveſt of the Flat * 


is periſhed: 
1 2 The vine is dried up, & the fleciree 
decayed : the Womegranate- tree, & the 


Palm-tree, and the Aple-tree, even all the 


trees of the field are withered:ſurely the toy 
it withered away from the ſonnetof men. 
13 Gird Jour jo and lament , yee 
Prieftes : howl ye miniſters of the alter: 
come, and lie all ni 2 in ſalz cloth, je mini- 


ſters of my God : for the meat-offring, and 


the drink-offring , is talen wap from, the 
houſe of our God. 

14 Santtifie youafaſt: calla ſolemn aſe 
ſembly: gather the Eld ers, and al the inha- 
bitant s of For lande into the honſe of a 

Lor 


- - N 


— 


— 


2» 


* . 


— —— 
- 
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| 
| 
| 


- 


=_ 4 
Lord your God,and crie unto the Lord. 


the Lord is at hand, and it commet h as a 
deſtruction from the Almightie. 
' 16 If not the meat cutof before our 


our Goa? 

17 The ſeed is rotten under their cloas: 
the Garners are deſtroied: the barnes are 
| broken down, for the corn is whithered. 
| "18 How did the beaftes moorn? the 
herdet of cattel pine away, becauſe they 
have no paſture, and the flockes of ſheepe 

are deſtroied, 

19 O Lord, to thee will I erie: for the 


| fire bath de voured the paſturesof the wil- 


derneſſe, & the flame hath burnt up all the 


i trees of the field, 


20 Thebeaſtes of the field crie alſo unte 
thee : for the rivers of the waters are dried 
up, and the fire hath deuoured the paitures 
of the wildernes, 


"7 "Blow the trumpet m Zion, and ſhout 
in mine holie mountain let all the inhabi- 
tants of the land tremble : for the daie of 


the Lord is come: for it is at hand. 


2 day of darkenes,and of blackenes, 
E | 


a day 


15 Alas for the day, for the day of 


eies; & toy, and gladnes from the houſe of 


2 — 


| 


— ——— — 


The Text. 
a day of clouds, and ob ſcuritie, as the mor- 
ning cloud ſpread upon the monntaines, ſo 


is there 4 great people, and 4 mightie: there | 


was none like it from the beginning, neither 
ſrall be any more after it, unto the yeares o 
tnanie generations. 8 


| | 
3 A fire deuoureth before him, and: 


behind him a flame burneth up e the land is 
as the garden o Eden be fore him, & behind 
him a d:ſolate wildernes,ſo that nothing ſbal 
eſcape bm. 

4 The beholding of him is like the ſight 
of horſes, and like the horſemen, ſo ſhal they! 


THEE. | 


5 Like thenoiſe of charets in the rops of | 


the mountain i ſhall they leape Jtke the noiſe 
of a flame of fire that devoureth the ſtubble, 
& as a mightie people prepured to battell. 
Be fore his face ſhall the people trem- 
bie : all faces ſhallgather lac. 
7 They ſhall run like ſtrong men, and go 
up to the wall like men of warre, and everie 
man ſhall go forward in hirwaies , and they 
ſhall not ſtay in their paths. 
Neither ſhall one truft an other, but 
everie one ſhall walke in his parh & when 


they fall upon the 71 word they ſhall not bee 
—_ 


l 


— nn 


— 


9 They, 


The Text. 
| 8 They ſball run to and fro in the citlei 
they ſhall run upon the wallit hey ſhall clims 

upon the houſes, and enter in at the win- 
dowes like a thie fe. | 
10 The earth ſhall tremble before him, 
| the heavens ſhall ſhakg, the ſunne and the 
| Moone ſpalbe darke , and theſtarres ſhall 
11 «Andthe Lord ſhall utter his voice 
| before bis hoſt : for his hoſt is verie great: 
for he is ſtrong that doth his word for the 
die of the Lord is great and very terrible, 
1 and who can abide it? ae) : 
1:2 Therefore alſo now the Lord faith . 
Turns jou unto me wit hall your heart, and 
with faſting, and with weeping ,andwith 
mourning. U | 
1 ' 13. Ana rent your heart, and not your 
| clathes; and turn unto the Lord your God, 
1 for be i: pracious,and merciful,ſlow to aus 
: 9  kindnes, and repenteth him 
of the cuil. | 
14 Who knoweth if be will return and 
repent and leave ableſſing behind him, evẽ 
| ameat-offring , and a drink-offring unto 
the Lord your Gad. win 
1 5 Blow the trumpet in Zion, ſanctiſie 4 
Faſt, calla ſolemne aſſemblie. 


16 Ge 


The Text. 
16 Gather the people: ſauttiſis the cun- 


gregationggather the Elders : aſſemble thel 


children and thoſe that ſucks the breaftes: 

let the bride- grome go foorth of his cham- 

2 , and the bride owt of ber bride-chans- 
er. 

17 Let the Prieftes the miniſters of 
the Lord weepe betweene the Poreh & the 
Altar and let them ſay, Spare thy people, O 
Lord and give not thine beritage into ro- 
proch, that the heathen rule over 


them. Wherefore ſhould they ſay among _ | 


people, mbere is their God? 
18 Then wil the Lord be iclone over bis 
land and ſpare his people. | 
19 Tea, the Lord will anſwere 
unto bug people, Babola, wil ſend you corn, 


and wine, and oyle, and you ſhalbe ſatisfied 1. 


therewith : and Iwill no more make you a 
reproch among the heathen, 

20 But Iwill remo vs far of from you 
the Northren armie, and 1 will drive bim 
into a land, baren, & deſolate with bis face 


towards the Eaft ſex, and his end to the | 


uttermoſſ ſea,and his ſtiuch e ſhall come up, 
and his corruption ſhall aſcend ,* becauſs | 
be exalted bimſelfe. | 


99 21 Feare 


& * 


2 — 


| this, 


Or, al- 
t h he 
— 
ted him 
ſelf to doe 


Sect. 
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The Text. 


rrieyce: for the Lord wil do great things, 
22 Be not afraidyye beaſtes of the field 


| - 21 Fearewot, O land, but be glad, aud 


for the paſtures o fthe wildernes are grene; 


and the vine do grve their force. 

23 Be glad then ye children of Zion, & 
reioyce inthe Lord your God : for he hath 
ien you the rain of righteouſneſſe , and 
be wil cauſe to come downe for you the 
rain even the firſt rain, and the latter rain 

ts the firſt moneth. 
24 Andthebarns ſpalbe full of wheat, 
& the preſſes ſhal abound with wine & oile. 
25 And I wil render youthe yeres thai 


16, 17. | for the tree beareth her fruit : the fig-tree 


the graſhopper hath eaten , the canber- 

woorm,and the caterpiller and the palmer- 

woorm, my great boit which I ſent among 
on. 

# 26 So you ſralleat and be ſatisfied , & 

22 the name of the Lord your God. that 

| bath dealt marvelous with you : and my 


people ſhallnever be aſhamed, . 


27 Te ſballalſo knowe that I am inthe 


mid Iſrael, and that 1 am the Lord your 


God and nene other, and my people ſhall ne. 
f 


| ver be aſhamed. 5 5 


The Text. 
28 Und afterward will. I pomre ont 


| my ſpirit upon all fleſp: and yo Jour ſonnes and | 


daxobters ſhall prophecie : your olde men 
ſhall dreame dreames , and your yong men 


ſhall ſee viſions, 


29 Andalſo pon the ſervants, and u- 


pox the maids in thoſe dies will l mY | 


my Spirit. 


306 And Iwillfew e . 


vent and in the earth: blood and fire, and 
pillars of ſwokg. 

31 The ſume ſhall be a into dt. 
wes, and the ( Moone into blood, before the 


great and terrible day of the Lord come. | - 


32 But whoſoever ſhall call.on the name. 
of the Lord, ſhall bes ſaved: for in mount 
Zion, and in lerwſalens T deliveraxce, 


as the Lords hath ſaide, and in ibi r. 
* the Lord shaltcell. 9 


* ker eat. nt PDT 
time, when I chall ag th _— 
ticof Indah eat 2 N 


2 Iwilldlſo port ry; FREY! | 
af Jeb 


bring them down into the valley 
thaphar & 


willplead with thi there for a 


people, & for mine heritage Iſraal, whows | 


nn UN » 
* — 


17 they 


The Text. 
q they have ſtattered among the nations , * 
parted my band, 
14 wy they have caſt lots for my peo- 
ple, and have given the child for the har- 
lot, and ſold the girle for wine, that they 
| ighe drinly. 
4 Tea and what have ye n 
0 Tyrus and Zidon dat the coaftes of 
Paleſtina? wil ye render me 4 recompence? 
| 4nd if ye recompence me, ſwiftiy & ſpeedi- 
| N render your recompence upon Jour 


Sect. 1 Forge bave taten am filver and my 
20721. f — carried inte yoar Temples 
ey goodlie and pleaſant things, 
1 2 ee of i b and the 
of Iermſalem have you ſold unto 
che Re might ſend them far 
from their border, 
7 Behold, I will raiſe them out of the 


| — ſold them, & will ren- 
your owve head. _ 

* Au Zarte. ſonnes and your 

2 of 


and they ſhall ſell them to the Saba. 
— F. fer ibe Lord hath 


* | 9 Public 


The Text. 
9 Publiſh this among the Gemiler: pra- 
pare werre, waks up the mightie mem: let 


allthe men of warre — neere and comte 


x. 9 Breake your plowſhaves into ſwords, | 


and your Siethes into ſpeares: let the weathe 

ſaie 1 am fly 

11 A 

ye heathen, & gather your ſelves together | 

rownd about : & there ſhall the S's caſt 
down thy wighrie men. 

12 * Letthe heathen be wakyed, & come 


wp to the vallie of Tehoshaphat : for there d 


will [ fit to iudgr all the e e. 
bout. 


— 


is your ſelves ,nd come all | 


13 Pat in your Siethes: foreheherorft 


# ripe : come get you downe , for the wine ſhall bee 
preſſe ic full: yea the wme-preſſes runne u- &c. Ib. 


ver, for their wickedneſſe in great. 

14 O muttitnde,O mulrttude,come in- 
to the valley of threfhing : for the dait'of 
#he Landes 1 neere in — valley of threſh- 


— 6 The Sunne Sy Moone thall bee 
darkned, and the ſtarres al withdrawe 
their light. 

16 The Lord alſo chal roar out of Zi- 


on, 


mn - 
Fd 4 = oy 
4 244 3 ie co ccto E—Üa—— — — 


— — — 
— — 4 


* 
a” 


The Text- 


en , and utter his voice from Jeruſalum, 


and the heavens and the. carth ſhall halo, 
but the Lord will be the hope of his people, 
and the ſtrength of the children of I ſrael. 

| . 17 Sofballyee know that I am the Lord 
1 your God dwelling in Zion mine holy monn- 
| tain : then ſhall leruſalem be holy, & there 


tal no ſtrangers go through ber anie more. 


od 7 74 Aud in that day ghall the mountains 
I } drop downenew wine and the hilt chal flow 
2.1), 4 with mylke aud all the rivers of Indab ahal 
TP * 1 run with water, and afountain shall come 


I foorth ; lay houſe.of the Lord, and shall 


water the valley of Shittim. | 
1g e/Egypt shallbe waſte, and Edom 


| s al be a deſolate wildernes, for the iniu- 
| ries of the children of Iudab, becauſe they 
| have shed innocent blaod in their land, 


rofl But Iudah chall dwell for ever, and 


£1 lernſalem from generation to generation. 


i 21 For Iwill clenſe their blood, that I 


'| bave not clenſed, and the Lord will dwelt 
in Zion 0 


FINIS, 


2 
7 * r 7 


aud the heavens and the- carth ſhall shaks, 


The Text- 
on , and utter his voice Teruſalem, 


but the Lord will be the hope of his people, 


1 andthe ſtrength of the children of Iſrael. 


. 17 Softallzee know that I am the Lord 
your God dwelling in Zion mine holy moun- 
tain : then ſhall Ieruſalem be holy, cy there 


| 


+ S;bal no ftrangers go through ber anie more. 


LI Js rs Andin that day hall the mountains 


| | drop downe new wi ne, and the bils chal flow 


with mylle, and all the rivers of Indah chal 


run with water, and afountain shall come 


I foorthof the houſe of the Lord, and shall 
I nater the valley of Shittim, | 
A. J: 19 Aye shall be waſte, and Edow 


Gall be a deſolate wildernes , for the iniu- 


ha ve thed innocent blood in their land. 
20 But Indah chal dwell for ever, and 
lernſalem from generation to generation. 
21 For Iwill clenſe their blood, that I 


| have not clenſed , and the Lord will dwelt 


| in Zion. 


FINIS. 


ries of the children of Iudaò, becauſe they 


W 
— 


A Table declaring the effect of al the Treatiſe fol- 


lowing : and namely, how the text of the Prophet is here devided ; and where the 


diviſions thereof are handled, The firſt members do note th 
verſeofthe Text : the others,the Sections of the — 2 


Toel, 


As tou- CI: 1. | 12-1 
Tat fr l ; (Heprepas) | 
itle, ſee Cr, 2. That which we have ¶ In the ſpeach that | red them 
in this our Prophet, is | firſt he — unto it 
| that he doth carneſtly | them, firſt he la- 2 138. 
| | labour, to ſtirte up the to prepare 
(Their FAS pleunto aſenlible | them unto it: and | 
| hanged — eeling of this hand of | then he commen= 
tie was a faz God upon thẽ:as ap- deth the ſame un- 
The mat- | min.Cocer- | Frere bt [ie 
whore 2 — uſeth: and for that he — 
conteined, of al to deal repeateth the ſame — ly * 
doth part-] with that, 4 again. | "_ 
þ 2 Th h 
; = | have in this e repetiti6 that he add 17. 
45 Ser — | chercuno double, for A 1 
his — — — he repeateth the ſame twice. \ 11,12, 
— * —— hat which we hav 
, wee | That which we have outof others, is toſhewe 
by the < have out of ſpeciallyhat thoſe ſinnes were which the — 
goodneſſe others. would have them to leave ( though himſelf do not 13=15+ * 
of God (Lan them herben he exhorteth che 405 
Gans a * to turn unto god. s 
0 & | l 
** | [ {How they were delivered re 
| Na clared, & 16,17, * 
at better e- 
6 theirs The other That further maniſeſtation of the 132 
c6liſted,parfly bleſſings | Goſpell is ſer downe, 2282 
| meg clive. | are two: a 
——— 
n: & part nM on 
ly incertain- of the goſ- f * 31-8. 
er bleſſings © | pel: and a oy 
— beſides, | Notableſe- * wrets led i 
curitie frõ j The better | ched eſtate down. C20, 21. 
their ene- to ſer forth | of the enj= 
mics, that ſecuri= | mie is, firſt 
- [tle or on 7 
ainſt their | plain : 
enimies, hee | then — It is C ·17. 
ſetteth fully by a fi- More 
down both J gure, fully ex 
eic. "_ 
c 
| of the one: | 
; Neſt — That 
te o bleſſed eſtate 13-22, 
[Urbe other, the people of God 5 4 : 
* a 
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An Admonition, out of 
the Prophet loel. 


The word of the Lord that came to Tool the 
ſonne of Pethuel. Ioel. 1. 1. 


the Title ofit: then the 
matter that is therein 
deliuered, The Title of it 
is ſet downe inthe firſt verſe, and therein 
we are to conſider, not onely of ſuch 
things as are plainly ſet downe therein: 
but of ſomewhat alſo, that is not expreſ- 
ſed there, & yet notwithſtanding neede - 
full to be thought on and to be gathe- 
red ſo well as we may. That which is 
plainely ſer downe therein, reſteth in 
two principall points: that the matter 
following (in all this Prophecie) came 
fromthe Lord: and was deliuered vnto 
the people by the miniſterie of Ioel. In 
that it came from the Lorde, wee are to 
A eſteeme 


N this Prophecie of Joel The title 
voc haue firſt ſette downe of it. 


2 An Admonition 
eſteeme of it accordingly: and in that ĩit 
pleaſeth God to vouchlafe us ſuch trea- 
ſure in earthly veſſels, thoſe whom hee u- 
ſeth to ſuch a purpoſe, though they bee 
but ſeely things in them ſelues, yet ouglit 
they to be for this cauſe, and in this re- 


ſpect, ſo much the more welcome and 


dearer unto us. That which is not expreſ- 
ſed there, is concerning the time wherein 
he prophecied: which notwithſtanding 
is to be gathered of us ſo well as we may, 
5 that otherwiſe the ſenſe of the 
Prophet muſt needes bee harder unto us: 
as alſo it is ſufficientlie knowen , that 
chat hath giuen a great part of the 
occaſion, that the Interpreters haue va- 
ried ſo much in their iudgements there- 
On. 
W Firſt therefore to examine, what 
when hee the time was wherein he prophecied, it 
propheci- ſeemeth to mee, that the iudgent ofthoſe 
55 — is clearely the beft, that are of opinion, 
— 4 that he prophecied in the daies of Uzziah 
— (otherwiſe called . Azariah) the king of 
14:21, Judah:oratleaſt,of Iotham his ſoon: and 
ſoconſequently apperteineth to that cõ- 
vi. 2:14 paſſe of time hen! Hoſeah prophecied 
un- 


COD Rs - 


| 
) 


Ont of the Prophet Toel. J 

unto the Iſraelites, and Iſaiah beganne © . 1:21 
firt among the lewes, “ Amos, and* Mi- 7 4m, 1 
cah likewiſe, unto the Iſraelites, & lewes i 
together. And the warrant thet we haue Pt 
for this opinion reſteth on two principal Firſtbythe 
grounds: the placing of it: and che mat- —_ * 
ter therein contained. As touching the 
placing of it, it is no more but this, that 

ſeeing that of old it is placed among 

thoſe, that, by good teſtimonie of the 

text it ſelfe belong to that time, (as Ho- 

ſeah, Amos, and Micah doe) therefore 

is it the moſt Ikelieſt that it appertai- 

neth to that time alſo * partly, for that 

the ſcriptures are ever lightly in that ma 

ner digeſted : and partly for that? Jerom f Hier. in 
himſclfe , by this argumentalſo, was ſo %. 
perſwaded, The Septuagint I graunt did 

2 Otherwiſe place it: but it ſeemeth they 5 14 
vſed the rule of Leſbos: placing it ſo, as 1 
they thought the interpretation thereof 

would require: and not eaſily yeelding 

that the ſenſe ſhoulde bee tuch , as the 

place , that long before them ir had, 

ſhould ſeeme to import. Otherwiſe itis 
ſomewhat ſtrange, that they ſhould ſo 

alter the placing of it:conſidering that ir 

A 2 is 


4 An Admorition 

kidw is» is taken for h a rule among the learned, 
Baibaa that when there is no time noted of any 
of the Prophets, then doth that Prophet 
belong to the time of the Prophet that 
Then by goeth before , As touching the matter 
| the mar= therein contained, it doth ſo fitly accord 
| — 5 vnto that compaſſe of time, that in my 
iudgement, we may rather maruaile, that 
diuers there be of very good account in 
the Church of God (and worthily too) 
il | that did not ſee it: then that our ſelues 
neede to ſtand in doubt thereof. For not 
only the whole matter doth fitly agree, 
' to that which was propounded by o- 

| 

| 


| thers, that doe vndoubtedly belong to 
that very time: but diuers ſpeciall things 
there are beſides, that doe ſufficiently 
b warrant that ſo it did. Concerning the 
| whole, becauſe that there can bee no 
judgement thereof, til the matter it ſelfe 
be unfolded, therefore the credite of it 
a is to await the ende of the treatiſe: and 


| then, either to ſtand , or to fall, in the 

g iudgement of the indifferent Reader, 

ö By com= vithout any further urging ofit. Thoſe 
= paring 


thisour ſpeciall things that are belides,l chiefly 
Prophet, gather , out of the comparing of this 
— Prophet of ours, and Iſaiab together:and 
: gs TY 1 that 


Out of the Prophet Heel, = 
that in the firſt five Chapters only which 


are moſt likely, by: Iſaiah himlelfe, to 


appertaine to the time that wee ſpeake 
of. For ſeeing that the ſecond time of his 
prophecying beginneth in the yeare 
that Vzziah died (as in the beginnin 

of the ſixt Chapter it is recorded) ws, 
yet in the beginning of the firſt Chaprer 
it is plaincly ſet downe, that ſome part 
of his prophecie was uttered inthe dates 
of Vezi4h while yet he liued : therefore 
may thoſe firſt Chapters of that his pro- 
phecie be ſafely taken of us, if not as un- 
doubtedly appertaining to that time 


(for K ſome haue beene of their minde, 104 
not thinking that the firſt-fiue Chapters 2.6. 1 


did appertaine to a former time, in re- 
ſpect of that which in the beginning of 
the ſixt Chapter is noted: but that in 
thoſe five Chapters going before is ſec 
downe howe he beganne to prophecie, 
and then the time more ſpecially noted 
in the beginning of the ſixt) yet as the 
moſt likely, becauſeit is the iudgement 
of moſt of the learned: and the opinion 
of thoſe others hath no ſuch wartant by 
the text it ſelfe, but rather is thereby re- 
prooued , And that which we finde in 

| A3 theſe 


| A. Admonition 


theſe five firſt Chapters of Iſaiah, ſo 

fitly agreeing to this Prophet of ours, 

doth partly lie in thofe things that they 

utter of the iudgementes of God: and 

partly in that which they doe Goth ſet 
downeas touching his mercy or fauoute 

Firſt in towards them, Thoſe things that they 
tale utter out of the iudgments of God a- 
— gainſt them, are two: firſt, a faminc;taen 
utter of alſo, an armie. Concerning the famine, 
the iudg- they doe not onely both ſpeake of it: but 
God. 1 alſo doe it in much like maner. For where 
as this Prophet doth altogether beate 

upon it, and more ſpecially telleth them 

TR that the famme ſhould be ſo great, that 
what the Palmer woorme had left the 
Graſhopper had eaten, what the Graſ- 

hopper had left the Cankerworme had 

eaten, and what the Cankerworme had 

left the Catterpiller had eaten : that 

mito» the fielde is waſted, the Lande moor- 
neth , the Corne is deſtroyed, the vine is 

d:ied up, and the oyle is decayed: that 

n nt). the ſeede is rotten under their clots: 
that * whereas the Lande was, as the 
garden of Eden before, it was after this, 
Þ 111830. 45 a deſolate wildernes: and that? the 


6 


0 273. 


23. fire deyoured the paſtures of the wilder- 


neſſe, 


—_— * — 


Out of the Prophet Joel. 7 


nes, the flamb brunt up the trees of the 

fielde, and the Riuers them ſelues were 

dried up: Iſaiah likewiſe in much like 

maner telleth them, that 9 the ſtay and 2 3» 
the ſtrength of breade and water ſhould 

be taken from them: that the chiefe 8c 
principall ſort of them ſhould be as fa- 
miſhed,and plainely confeſle, ” that they * 2: 7: 
had neither breade, nor clothing : that 

Iten akers of vines ſhould yeelde but * 310. 
five gallons,and the ſeede that was ſown 

ſhold yeeld but the 10. part of it again: 

that * their roote ſhould be as rottẽnes, . 24, 
and their bud riſe up like duſt: and that 
» they ſhould be as a garden that had no 2 i 
water, burnt and conſumed with fire, as 

tow, ſtuble or chaffe. So that both doe 

ſpeake of a famine, & both doe ſignifie 

both that it ſnalbe very great, & that it 

ſhould, for a great part, come by immo- 


derate drought or heat (as alſo appeared 
by thoſe wormes that Joel doth ſpeake 


of:) and yet it appeateth by Joel allo, 
that otherwiſe it came by ouer- much 
wet for a time, when their corne was firſt 
ſowne,becauſc he ſaith, as we heard be- 
fore, that their corne was foyſty & rotten 
under the clots. Concerning the army, 

A 4 al- 


X 3:3. 


Y 2:50 
2 2:4» 
- 27,8. 
b 2:9, 


C 2:6, 10. 


d 250, 


2 A. Admosition 


although it may very well bee, that the 
one doe meane a further matter then the 
Other: yet they both ſet fortht her mea- 
ning, in much like manner and forme of 
ſpeach for whereas this our Prophet 
ſaith x that it is a great and mighty 
people y prepared to the battell z like 
vnto horſemen a marching in good aray 
& bufily rifling for their pray, that all 
c ſhoulde be afraide of them (and many 
other thinges to ſuch like purpoſe) and 
d that the Sunne and the Moone ſhould 
be darke, and the Stars withdra we their 


*5126,30. light : Jſaiab ſaich likewiſe e that the 


Lorde will lift vp a ſigne vnto the Nati- 
ons a farre of, and wilt hifle unto them 
from the end of the earth, and that they 
ſhoulde come haſtily with ſpeede; that 
none ſhoulde faint or fall among them; 
that none ſhoulde ſlumber nor ſleepe, 
neither ſhoulde the girdle be loſed from 
his loynes, nor the lachet of his ſhooes 
be broken; that his arrowes thoulde be 
ſharpe,and all his bowes bent; that his 
horſe hoofes ſhould be thought like fline 
and his wheeles like a whirlewinde;that 
his roaring ſhoulde be like a Lyon, and 
he ſhould roare like a Lyons whelp;that 

the y 


Out of the Prophet Ioel. ” 

they ſhoulde roare and lay holde on the 
pray, & ſo take it away that none ſhould 

deliuer it; that in that day they ſhoulde 

roare vpon them as the roaring of the 

Sea; and that, if they looked vnto the 

earth, they ſhoulde finde nothing but 
darkenes and ſorrow, and that the light 

it ſelfe ſhould be darkened in their ſ kie, 

Thoſe things that they vtter of the mer- Ihen ia 
cie and fauour of God towardes them, thoſe 
are more amplie ſet downe in this our —— 
Prophet: but yet effectually, and to like ter — 
purpoſe in the other alſo. In this our Pro- his mercie 
phet it is declared (among many other & fauour. 
thinges more fully ſet done) that the 

Lk F would mightely deſtroy their e- 351. 12. r3, 
nemies , that though they g gathered 5 3:9. 
themſelues together + aſſembled the 5. 
beſt warriours 5 cheared up one an other 135. 

* brake their plowſhares into ſwordes, ;:rs. 
and their ſit hes into ſpeares to furniſh 
themſelues with weapons to the vtter- 

moſt, though the ſueceſſe ſnoulde be fo 

likely, that keuen the weake alſo ſhould x 310. 
pluck vp their hearts, and / gather them- 1 rt. 
ſelues round about: yet that they ſhould 

be deſtroyed, as m others ofolde in the = 12. ri. 
valley of Jehoſophat, that they » ſhoulde 311. 

| a 5 be 


8 
* 


10 An Admonition 


nutz g. be caſtdowne, that they ſhould be * a 


an harueſt or vintage to the people of 


y 2128,29. God: and that his people ſhould be? en- 


4 2112. 


T Jzr 6. 


1 318. 


t 3121. 


214. 


1 422. 


4 _— . — 2 1 
_ — 
IE ** 


— 
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dued with his holy ſpirite, that 2 there 
ſhould be for the remnant deliuerance 
there, that the Lord would bee the 
hope of his people, and the ſtrength of 
Iſraell, that they ſhould abounde with 
/ wine, mylk, & water, & that he would 
clenſe the blood of thoſe whom he had 
not clenſed, In Iſaiah likewiſe we haue 
it ſer downe, firſt as touching the eni- 
mies of the people of God, that v the 
Lord ſhould in ſuch ſort iudge the nati- 
ons, and rebuke the people, that in the 
Church there ſhould be ſuch peace, that 
they ſhould breake their ſwoords into 
mattocks,and their ſpeares into ſithes, & 
no more lift vp ſwooid againſt another, 
nor learne to fight any more: then, as 
touching the peace and glorie of the 
Church, that * the mountaine of the 
houſe oſthe Lord ſhould be prepared, & 
exalted aboue the hilles, and all nati- 
ons flow unto it: that the 7 bud of the 
Lord ſhould bee beautifull and glori- 
ous, and the fruit of the earth excel- 
lent and pleaſaunt to them that eſca- 

ped : 


Ont of the Prophet oc. L 


ed, that hee that was L leaſt in Zion, 4. 
ſhould be holy, and every one written in 
the booke of the living, that «the Lord * 
would waſh away the filthineſſe of Zi- 
on, and purge the blood of Ieruſalem by 
the ſpirit of judgement and burning; 
that» the Lorde would create upon e- . 
very place of mount Zion, and upon the 
aſſemblies there, of a clould and ſmoke 
by day, and the ſhinning of flaming 
fire by night, and a defence upon all the 
glorie; and that there ſhould be among 
chem a covering for a ſnadowe in the © 436 
day for the heat, and a place of refuge, 
and a couert for the ſtorm and the raine. 
Manie moe things might eaſilie be to 
this purpoſe alleaged : but theſe I truſt 
will be ſufficient; and whoſoever will, 
may further induce him ſelfe to this per- 
ſwaſion, but more diligent comparing 
of theſe together, and others withall, 
that doe appertaine to the time wee 
ſpeake of, 

But now to came to the Prophet Of the 
himſelfe, and to ſee what it is, that in 2x 
him wee haue delivered , we may plain- 
ly ſee at the firſt, that it is of that nature, 
chat it did not only concern them of 

ut 


12 An Admonition 


The ordcr 
enluing, 


Ant. 277. 


218.321. 


bur alſo concerneth vs now and there- 
fore are we euer to apply the ſame from 
point to — „ vnto our ſelues, as our 
owne caſe requireth, and the ſenſe of the 
text it ſelfe will beare . So are wee firſt 
from time to time to conſider, what it is 
that the Prophet deliuereth to them: 
and then howe wee may beſt apply the 
ſame to our ſelues. That which the Pro- 
phet deliuereth to them, reſteth on two 
principal e the former concerning 
d the preſent calamitie that then they 
were in; the other concerning e a better 
eſtate that afterward (upon their repen- 
tance) by the goodneſſe of God they 
were to enioy · As touching the preſent 
calamitie that then they were in, where- 
as it is certaine, that it was ſent in the 
way of chaſtiſement to them for their 
ſinnes, and that the Prophet now would 
haue them, to leaue theſe ſinnes of theirs 
and turne to the Lord, and (to that ende 
eſpecially doth labour to haue them ſo 
ſenſibly touched with their preſent di- 
ſtreſſe, and yet himſelfe doth not recite 
any of thoſe ſinnes of theirs particular- 
ly (belike for that he ſpake but of ſuch, 
as in thoſe dayes were common among 

them 
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them, and well inough knowen , and 
ſuch as the Prophets of that age had al- 
ready ſufficiently laide to their charge) 
that we there fore may better be able to 
apply this inſtruction to õur ule, we are 
not onely to conſider of thoſe thinges 
that we haue in this our Prophet, con- 
cerning that calamitie of theirs, but allo 
to enter into ſome farther knowledge of 
thoſe ſinnes of the people, that wee may 
finde them to bee at that time infected 


withall . That which we haue in this our Of their 
Prophet concerning that calamitie of preſent cas 


theirs,doth leade us no farther but onely 


amitir: 


whcreof 


to conſidet, what it is whereunto he la- he would 
boureth to bring them: and then how not haue 


them care 


earneſtly he laboureth the ſame , That jo 


whereunto he labouxeth to bring them, 
is, that they would in no wiſe be careles 
concerning that hande of God uppon 
them: but that they would ſtir up them- 
ſelues unto ſo ſenſible a feeling thereof, 
as that thereby they might growe to re- 
pentance, and turne to the Lord . As 
touching which, it ſhall be good more 
ſpecially to conſider, how it may ap- 
pear, that the Prophet had that purpoſe 
wik him: and then what it may ſeeme 
to 
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to be, that did mooue him unto it. That 
the Prophet had that purpoſe with him, 
it is moſt euidẽt, throughout the whole 
f firſt part of this his prophecie: and 
almoſt in every member, of whatſoeuer 
ſentence or verſe therein is contayned. 
A thinge ſo euident (euen at the firſt 
ſight) in the text it ſelfe, that ee ſhall 
not neede to beſtow any further labour 
about it. That which may ſeeme to haue 
mooued him unto it, I rake to be, part - 
As by na= ly that great ſecurity, that in all ſuch ca- 
— we al {es by corruption of nature doth hang 
4 upon all: and partly the careleſneſſe, 
that, in this caſe of theirs, hee founde in 
them at that preſent. The ſecurity that 
in ſuch caſes by common corruption of 
nature doth hang upon all, is ſo paſſing 
reat, and ſo many waies ſheweth it 
elfe, that it cannot be unknowne unto 
us. Whereupon Salomon truely ſaith, 
Sthat the ſollie of the fooliſh is ſuch, 
as that although he were ſo beaten, that 
hee * ſeeme to be brayed in a mor- 
ter, or beaten in peeces: yet would his 
folly ſtill remaine, and he neuer grow 
A ſpceiall to ynderſtanding there by. And Dauid 
of Dauig, his father, a rare man for faith and god- 
lineſſe, 
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lineſſe, and many good graces that are 
of God, yet notwithſtanding, in this 
point, was farre ouerſeene, For“ when 


on a time the Lord had ſent a ſpeciall © »Sewar: 
famine upon that Land, it had laine 


three yeeres thereon, before that wee 
reade , that euer he was ſo ſenſibly tou- 
ched therewith,as that he ſought to the 
Lord about it. But at length he ſought 
him, and thereby finding at the mouth 
of the Lord, that it was for Saule, and 
for his bloody houſe, becauſe he flew the 
Gibeonites, although he could not be 
ignorant, but that this would be ill in- 
ter preted of diuers (eſpecially of thoſe 
that were towards the houſe of Saule) 
as though it were no more in him but a 
worldly pollicie, by ſuch a deuice to 
take away thoſe that remained of Sauls 
family, to eſtabliſh the Crown ſo much 
the better to him ſelfe for the time, and 
after him, to his line likewiſe: yet find- 
ing the ſame to proceed of God, & the 
execution iu it ſelfe to be iuſt, he cauſed it 


to be done accordingly, & ſo found the And they, 
Lord to be appeaſed towards the againe in this 
The other cauſe that might ſeeme to ©ſeot 


mooue this Prophet to call upon the for 
this 


— r 
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this matter, was as I ſaid, the careleſnes 
of them, that, inthis caſe of theirs, hee 
found in them at that przſent , For ſee- 

ing that the other Prophets, that doe ap- 

appertain to this compaſſe of time (as af- 
terwarde wee are more fully to ſee) did 
plainely lay their ſinnes before them in 
particular, and denounced many grie- 
uous iudgements of God againſt them, if 
they would not repent, but ſtill goe on in 
their wonted wayes: and this Prophet of 
ours entereth not into any recitall of their 
ſinnes, as the others doe, nor of the iudge- 
ments that others denounce: hence ĩs it, 
that it may probably ſeeme , that God 
ſtirred up this õur Prophet, but onely to 
this ende eſpecially (1 meane for the mat - 
ter that now we are in) that whereas the 
others, and whoſoeuer they were beſides 

whom God had then ſtirred up to ſpeake 

unto them, were ſo litle ornothiug regar- 
ded, therefore ſhould he ſo call upon — 
to be better adyiſed ofthoſe matters, and 
of the hand of God upon them; being be- 
like in the time of that famine, and hauing 
himſelfe experience of it, that was ſome- 
what before denounced by others. 


, — 1 4 Jo come to our ſelues, we alſo 5 
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in great ſecurity, in all ſuth caſes, and at 

all times, genetally: and, beſides that, ve- 

ry ſenſles and careles at this preſent al- , 
ſo, when as notwithſtanding it is moſt _ — 
certain, that the like hand of God hath gotten our 
bene of late, and (in ſome meaſure) u- ſelues here 
pon us likewiſe, Wee haue bene long tofore. | 
fince reaſonably well pounded in the 
morter: and yet our follie, I feare,remat- | 
neth. It neede not be yet out of our re- 
membraunce, how the enimie raged 
with fire and ſwoord, when he hud the 
law in. his hands: we cannot bee 1gno- 
raunt of our daily perill, by divers - 
broade, and ſome at home. As Dauid 
in like caſe tor a time did not ſeeke un- 


tothe Lord: and yet — 
e 
d 


had the rod ſo laide upon the who 
Land, that he might eaſily haue eſpie 
him ſelfe to be very iuſtly prouoked un- 
to it: ſo it is to be doubted (or out of 
doubt rather) that as yet we Haue not 
truely ſought unto him; how much ſoe- 
uer we haue bene ſo.deepely prouoked 
unto it, as that in no wiſe wee can | 
ignoraunt, but that effectually he hath 
called ns thereunto. At the length he 
ſought the Lord, and ſo eſcaped muen 
| ws ot 
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of the famin that otherwiſe had carried 

on them: and the ſooner that we alſo 

ſhalſecke the Lord, the better wil it be 

for our ſelves, & the ſooner ſhal he with- 

draw his hand from us. He, being ad- 

moniſhed what the cauſe was, addreſſed 

himſelfe to take away the cauſe of that 

hand of God upon them; although that 

he could not ſo doe, but that he ſhould 

run intoſuſpition thereby, that he had 

ſome courſcr meaning : neither is any, 

whom it cõcerneth, to forſake the courſe 

of iuſt execution, in any reſpect of credit 

or honour , that privately might come 

thereby: God alſo him ſelfe, though he 

n had taken away * Saule before, and his 

us. three ſonnes (wherof notwithſtanding 

+ lin; Ven Ionathan & was one, a very! unfei- 
2. . - . 

1 r. in ned friend unto Dauid: the iudgements 

2270, of God are very deepe and him ſelfe is a 

14. jelous God on behalfe of his people): 

yet would he not ſo content him ſelfe, 

but now required a further execution to 

be done on thoſe that yet remained of 

his line. God be thanked for that, which 

(of this kinde) is done alredie, to verie 

your purpoſe, and in comfortable mea- 

relikewiſe ; and I truſt, that God will 


ſo 


* 


e 
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fo much the ſooner turne his hand from Now, ſom 


us.But God giveusgraceto know with- 
all (eſpecially to thoſe, to whom it doth 


that ſorte left, guiltie of the innocent 
blood of the ſeruaunts of God alredie 
ſpilt, aud of a continuall thirſt of more, 
they ought not to be ſpared, but to have 
the reward of their imquitie laide upon 
them: that ſo the hand of Gods wrath 
be ſooner remooued from the lot of 
his owne inheritance. Though Tona- 
than (it may be) did not diſcent from 
that ſlaughter of the Gibeonites, yet was 
he ever Pirhfull to Dauid : and yet the 
Lord did not ſpare him neither, The 
more carefull we are , that ſuch as be 
faithfull be euer preſerved, and untou- 
ched by us: the leſſe neede we care, to 
put all others to their lawfull triall, and 
to ſee that they have their iuſt deſerts. 
And all this ſo much the rather, as wee 
know that it is the more hainous, to de- 
termin ſuch practiſes againſt thoſe that 
are true Iſraelites in deede; and, among 
them, againſt the chiefe and principal 
of them; and that, in a bitter, & ſpitefull 
2 malice 


done: _ 
* 
chiefly belong) that if there be any of — 


n Him. 


nn" 

' 
| 
1 
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| 
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malice to the people of God : then as 
une Saule didit, but againſt the Gibeonires, 
25:3. none of the people of Iſracll them- 
ſelues, though dwelling among them; 
and thoſe but of the common ſort, and 
meaneſt of all that dwelt in the Land; 
and that, on a zeale on behalfe of the 

eople of God. 

— — + How earneſtly this Prophet Ioel 
be aduiſed * to ſtirre up the people un- 
2 to this ſenſible feeling of the hand of 
all "x4 God upon them, may eaſily be ſcene, 
rally, both out of the maner of ſpeech, that 
nh eat the farſt he uſeth unto them: and 
out of the repetition thereof agame, that 
P 27r·. 17. p afterward he addeth thereunto. In that 
which at the firſt he uſeth unto them, by 
the courſe of his ſpeech it ſeemeth, that 
x t::x: firſt he laboured ? to prepare them un- 
to a publique Faſting or mourning, for 
that hand of God upon them: and then, 
1 f;. 20. after that, to call them unto it. He ſee- 
meth firſt to prepare them to that kinde 
of exerciſe, becauſe he doth ſo earneſt- 
ly call on all ſortes, to ſtirre up them 
— to an hearty ſorrow: and becauſe 
that afterwrad, in that which doth im- 
me diatly follow, he doth comend that 
exer- 
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exerciſe unto them : ſo expoundingin 
that which followeth, what bis minde 
was in that, which goeth before · And 
the better to prepare them to this pub. 
lique faſting, firſt he calleth apes all to 

ive eare unto him: then he ſetteth in 
Rad with the matter, that he hath to 
deliuer unto them. He calleth on all to 
give care unto him, in theſe woordes, 


i Heare this, © yee Elders: and give care f 12. 


unto it, all yee inhabitants of the Land. 
Wherein we are to conſider, on whom he 
calleth:& what he doth require of them. 
He calleth on the Elders, or the chiefe 
or better ſort, more ſpecially : then 
alſo generally on all, even on all the in- 
habitants of the Land generally. For 
the Elders or chiefe of the people are 
thoſe, whom this matter chiefly concer- 
neth: and who are able, beſt to help, to 
gather the people to publike repentance. 
And yet notwithſtanding, all the reſidue 
muſt needes account it to belong unto 
them likewiſe: both that they all haue 
iuſtly deſerued it: and there fore, that 
they all in like ſort, are now to hum- 
ble themſelves tothe Lord, whom they 
haue offended, and who likewiſe hereby 

B 3 did 
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did call them unto repentaunce, That 
which he doth require of them, is no 
more yet, but only to hearken or give eare 
to this matter: but that he doth require, 
both of the Elders, and of all the inha- 
bitants beſides, For neither are Elders, 
nor the higheſt of all exempted from 
this kinde of dutie, towards God, and 
hiswoord; beſides that, it concerneth 
lik ewiſe their peace and well-fare fo 
much, that it is beſt for them to give 
care: neither may any of all the inha- 
bitants exempt them ſelves from this; 
both becauſe it is their dutie, and con- 
cerneth their png beſides, 
So w:lite 8. As touching our ſelves, the matter 
wiſe cven is of that nature, as that chiefly it con- 
from the cerneth our Elders allo: but yet not- 
— 4 withſtanding , all the znhabitants of this 
loweſt'are Land likewiſe. Our Elders it doth chicf- 
to gatker ly concerne, not onely becauſe our fins, 
2 for which this hand of God was upon 
riſcment, us, are of that nature, that may ſeeme 
moſt of all to deſcend from them; and 
for that their eſlate likewiſe (if they 
doe not repent) is like to be neereſt 
eo the greater fall : but alſo, _— 
| that 


— — __ 
ol 


r 
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that they can beſt both call in the peo» 
ple unto repentance; and amend theſe 
faults that doe prouoke the wrath of 
God againſt us, Generally it eoncer- 
neth all the inhabitants of this Land 
likewiſe, bicauſe that all (one way or 
other) haue in ſach ſort offended, as 
that we all, and euery one of us, haue 
iuſtly deſerved this kinde of chaſtiſe- 
ment: and if wee doe not, by this 
gentle warning, gather our ſelues to 
repentaunce now, then may wee pull 
downe an heavier judgement upon us; 
and that, not onely when none of us 
all doe grow to repentaunce, but alſo 
bicauſe that by the impenitencie of 
ſome fewe, the goodneſſe of God is 
ſometime reſtrained to all generally, 
And unleſſe we be diſpoſed to hearken 
(both the higher, and lower together) 
we may not only hinderour ſelyes of 
that rclicfe of our preſent neceſſitie, 
that otherwiſe we might obtain at the 
hands of God: but beſides that, we 
further prouoke him, by ſo great con- 
tempt of his mercifull calling, to caſt 
foorth ſome heavier judgement againſt 
us. 

141 7 Con- 
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The mar. 7 Concerning the matter that hee 
o _ % hath to deliuer: firſt he doth but note it 
deliuer: generally: and aſterward treateth more 
firſt, to pre ſpecially of it. Generally he noteth ir 
bo conte. tobe ſuch. as is ſtrange and rare, and not 
— fan, lightly to be eſteemed, which he doth 
two waies: fiſt ſending them ouer to 

the time paſt to enquire whether ſuch 4 
thing hath bene in their daies, or in the daies 
of their fathers: then by commaunding 
them to v tell heir children of it, and that 
ſo it paſſe unto the next, and third gene- 

What the ration. Coming to treat of it more ſpe · 
amin was cially : firſt he teacheth them to conſider 
in how ſtraunge and pitifull maner, the 

fruites of the earth were deſtroyed : 

then he calleth on certaine of the there- 

upon to ſorrow. How pitifully the fruits 

of the earth were deſtroyed; he plaine- 

ly declareth: that is,that* that which was 

left of the palmer worm, the graſhopper had 

eaten : and the reſidue of the graſbopper, the 
canber- worm had eaten : and the reſidue of 

the canker-worm, the catterpiller had ea- 

ten. Wherein they might very plainely 

behold, both that now they muſt needs 

be very ſore diſtreſſed for want of victu- 
alles, when as the fruits of the earth * 
X 0 
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ſo much deſtroyed: and that the ſame 
came of the hand of God, becauſe that 
ſo many noiſome creatures in ſuch ſorte 
ſucceeded one another, and beeauſe they 
came in ſuch aboundance, that being ſo 
ſeely a vermin as they are in their o wne 


nature, yet as now they were firengthe- Who they 
ned inthe multitude of them, they were ben "ER 
able to waſte the whole land, In hiscal- calleth 
ling on certain of them we are to conſi- mots ſpe- 
det, who they are on whom he calletenß: 


and in what mauer he calleth on them. 


Thoſe of whom he callethJare dun- „1g. 


kards : and all drinkers of wine: meaning, 
as it ſcemeth, by dr#nhards,ſuch as were 
moſt inordinately given to that kind of 
exceſſe: & by drinkers of wine, ſuch as 
liued voluptuoufly in the wealth & aboũ 
dãce that God had giuen thẽ. On both 
which, he might ſo ſpecially cal, not on- 
2 reſpect of the ſelues, but alſo, in re- 
pect of others. In reſpect of them ſeluet 
he might doe it, both becauſe that they 
ſhould ſoonett be diſtreſſed: and bicaule 
it was meete they ſhould, for that, the 
one ſort ofthem had made fo great waſt: 
and the other had giuen them felues to 
their pleaſure, In reſpect of others he 

might 


g 
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might doe it, chat ſoit might the better 
appeare, that all ſorts and eſtates what - 
ſocuer, had occaſion to moorne and ſor- 
row, when he called on theſe to doe it: 
the one ſort of them being a ſecure and 


ſenſles people, and therefore leaſt able 


ſo to conſider of the matter, as might 
ſtir them up to ſome ſpeciall ſorrow: the 
other being of the greater and the weal- 
thier ſort, and therefore by likelihoode, 
fartheſt of from all ſuch ſorrow, In the 
maner of his calling upon them we haue 


to conſider, what it is whereunto he doth 


call them: and what reaſons he uſeth. 
the better to ſtirre them up unto it. That 
whereunto the Prophet doth call them. 
is to C awake: and to lament, In that he 
willeth them to awake, it plainly imploi- 


Hor they eth, both in what caſe at that time they 


are tO az 


wake and 


Jawent, - 


were, that is, a ſleepe (and yet had God 
giuen them good occaſion before, to 
have left of ſleeping, and to looke up:) 
and that ſuch ſleepines and drowſines 
of theirs,was nothing meetefor the bu- 
fines that now they had in hand. In that 
he willeth them to lament, we may ther- 
in perceave, not onely that he doth re- 
quire it generally: but alſo, that he doth 
(after 
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(after a ſort) præſcribe unto thẽ the ma- 
ner of it: that he doth require it general - 
ly at large, that only may teach us, both 
how litle yet they were touched with 
that hand of God upon them: and that 
now the Prophet would needs have thẽ 
take an other courſe, That he doth after 
z ſort præſcribe unto thẽ the maner of it 
we are there to note, both how ve may 
finde, that ſo he dotli: and to what uſe it, 
might be, that ſuch a maner was pręſeri- 
bed unto them. It is cuident that ſo hea 
doth, becauſe he requireth ſuch a lamẽ- 
eation,forrowing,or moorning,as not on- 
ly may cauſe* both weeping ,and howling: 
but alſo may be ſo earneſt & vehemẽt, as 


wheE* a virginlately married hath loſtthe , . 


huſ bad of hir youth, and girding hir ſelfe 
with ſalglot h, doth moorn for him: for wee- 
ping is an undoubted tokẽ (if it be unfai- 
ned) that the mind is woũded, when the 
ſo rro is ſuch, as preſſeth out teares: and 
bouling goeth ſomewhat further, procee- 
ding of a great, & vehemẽt ſorrow, & ſo 
yeelding, in ſuch proportion, a crying out 
correſpondẽt unto it. But bicauſe the affe- 
ctions ofa young couple lately martied 
(if they meete together in murug] love) 
ale 


— — 
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are very eng peciallyin the woman 
(chat is more ſubiect unto hir affections) 
therfore the ſorrow of ſuch a virgine, 
inſucha caſe as there is deſcribed, muſt 
needes be great, and ſo is affoorded the 
higheſt place. The uſe whereunto it 
might very wel ſerv, to haue ſuch a form 
of this their ſorrowing preſcribed unto 
them, ſeemeth to Ws more effectual- 
ly to frame them unto it: ſuch as ſorrow» 
ed nothing at all, to be provoked hereby 
to ſorrow ſome what: and ſuch as ſorrow- 
ed but in ſlender maner, to fal better un - 
toit, and to endeuour to get ſo neere un- 
to this as they could. The treaſons that 
The rea: the Prophet uſeth, the better to ſtix them 
ſous why, up unto it, are of two ſorts: ſome of them 
taken of the conſideration of the thing 
it ſelfe : and ſome, of certaine other pec- 
ſons touchedtherewith, The thing itſelf, 
out of which the Prophet doth reaſon, is 
the famin that he ſpake of before:which 
now he telleth them, is very great: and 
ſhewerh how it come th upon them. It is 
ſo great, that the © new wine is on the ſo- 
den pulled away or cat of from the month 
of thoſc drwnkards,and drinkers of wine: 
who, if it might be had, would __ ſe 
aue 


215. 
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haue it, the one ſort, for their unſatiable 
thirſt they had unto it: the other, becauſe 
they have wherewithall to getit, were it 
otherwiſe neuer ſo ſcant, In what maner 
it cometh upon them, is heere ſer down, 
firſt by declaring the power & ſtrength 
of it:then what effect enſueth thereon, 
The power & ſtrength of it is ſuch, that 
theſe weake vermins (being ſo ſtrength- 
ned by God as they are, to this purpoſe) 


are compared to a4 nation, mighty, and in- =& 


numerable: and that their teeth be like 
unto the teeth of a Lyon: and their axel- 
teeth, as the axel. teeth of a great & fierce 
Lyon. The effect that — on their 


coming upon the land, is, thats the vines © . 


are made baren, & the fig · trees un fruit full: 
that their bark ispilled of, the leaves and 
tender braunches eaten up, and the clufters 
pale for lack of moiſture. Thoſe other per- 
ſons that are touched herewith whereby 
the Prophet would better ſet forth the 
greatnes of this famin , are Prieſf and 
Huſbandmen, Concerning whom we are 
to conſider, firſt how much it ſtrength» 
neth the matter, if they be founde to be 
ſtrengthned with it: then, how far it ma 
appeare, that they were * 
at 
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therewithal. It doth ſtrengthen the mat. 
ter, & ſheweth the famin to be great, be- 
cauſe that thereby it came to paſſe, both 
that the Prieſts had not F where with to 
doe ſacrifice unto the Lord: nor Hxſ- 
landmen £ here withall to relieve them- 
ſelyes. That both theſe kinde of people 
were much ſtrengthned with this famin, 
it appeareth likewiſe, in that which is(to 
that purpoſe) ſet down in either of them. 
As touching the Prieſtis, how much they 
were touched with it, is ſetdowne by 
theſe two things: that the meate-offring 
and drink-offring was cut of from the houſe 
of the Lord; and that the Prieſts them- 
ſelves, the minifters of the Lord, moorned, 
to ſee the ſervice of the Lord intermit- 
ted,and them ſelves without reliefe, As 
touching the Huſbardmen, (both tillers 
of the ground, and ſuch as dreſt vines) how 
much likewiſe they are ſtrẽgthned with 
it, is alſo ſet down, both in the want that 
they haue of thoſe things that ſhuld yeld 
thẽ reliefe: & in ſhewing, how they are af- 
fected therwith. The war that they had in 
choſe things that ſhuld have yeelded the 
reliefe,is ſet down,firſt as touching their 
fields: then as touching their fruit · trees. 

8 | At 
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As touching their field they are ſaid to U tu. 


be waſted & to moorn: & that corn, wine, &- 
eyle, mheate, & barly ; & the whole harneſt 
& periſbed. As touching their frait · trees, it 
is ſaid that the i vine, the ſig tree, the pom- 

ranare, the date. the aple· tree, al the trees 
of the field are withered, How they were 
affected herewith is alſo declared, be- 
cauſe it is ſaid, firſt that they are confoũ- 


ded, and moor: then, that all ® ioy (ſuch - 


men as are woont to have at getting in 
their harveſt or other fruits ofthe earth) 
i withered away from the ſons of men, 

$8 And now to take, out of this alſo, 
ſome part of the inſtruction unto our 


& ten 


Hove fare 
e arc tow 
ched with 


ſelves, although firſt it cannot be deni- the like 


ed, but that the ſcarcity that of late we 
ha d, and is not cleane finiſhed yet, is no- 
thing like unto this other that the pro- 
phet here ſpeaketh 6f, neither for the 
ſtraung nes, nor eſpecially for the grie- 
vouſnes of it: yet not ithſtanding, was ic 
not in either of thoſe reſpects, of ſo ſmall 
importaunce, but that we had, and yet 
bave good cauſe to enter into ſpecial 
conſideration of it. For although it came 
not in ſo ſtrange maner, as the other, nor 


as ſome others that heretofore this land 
J " hath 


han 


God, 
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. -hath ſeene; yet may wee finde it to bee 
ſuch, as ſheweth it ſelfe to have come 6f 
God: proceeding, as it did, of ſo unſea- 
ſonable weather, and eſpecially the ſea- 
ſon being ſo very wet, both in ſeed time 
and harueſt, two yecres together. And 
although it did not ſtrengthen us, ſo 
much as the other did them: yet muſt it 
needes touch us neere alſo, when as not 
only our corne failed ſo much as it did, 
but our cattle alſo, great, and ſmale: 
and thatin a maner,generally through- 
out the whole, and in all parts of the 
The like Land whatſoever, The ſame ſort of 


ſort of peo people likewiſe, whom the Prophet cal- 


pl , , 
TID led on then, might well be called on at 


to be quick this preſent: thoſe that have lived in 
* cg. ſome ſpeciall exceſſe; and others like- 
ſideration wiſe that have lived in pleaſure, in that 
of it. aboundance that God hath given them. 
For if they have lived in ſome ſpecial ex- 
ceſſe, then have they good cauſe to ſor- 
row, not only on behalfe of them ſelves 
that now were ſtrengthned ſo much 
the more; and, for that they did ſo grie- 
vouſly offend thereby: but alſo, becauſe 
that exceſſe of theirs was ſo great a cauſe 
of that ſcarcity ſince, So like wiſe, if _ 
i 
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did no more, but only enjoy their one 
aboundance, yet therein alſo they have 
ood cauſe to lament: partly for that ma- 
8 | — 
ny of them at the leaſt wete ſinoe much 
ſtreightned of that liberall allowaunce, 
that before they tooke to them ſelves; 
but eſpecially, for that hereby they may 
finde, that ſeeing they would neuer take 
up of them ſelyes , bur ſtill take their 
pleaſure ſo much as they did, they have 
ſo brought to paſſe, that, to their further 
— ſince, God himſelfe was fam, 
in this fort to teach them, to gather thẽ 
ſelves unto ſome better courſe of ſobrie- 
tie. That both theſe ſorts alſo are to take 
one, and the ſelſe fame leſſon (together 
with thoſe others) out of the Prophet, it 
ne edeth ſo much the leſſe to be doub- 
ted, as we may very plainly ſee, that all 
ſuch diſpofition of theirs is ever void of 
all ſuch affections, and yet notwithſtan- 
ding much doth neede them, For firſt as 
touching thoſe that give them ſelvos to 
ſo great exceſſe, as they doe never ac 
quaint them ſelves with any kinde of 
godly ſorrow ; ſo, by the reaſon of the 
exceſſe that they doe uſe, they are nat 
ſo much as able, in any good meaſure, 
Bs c 5 
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Our forz 
row alſo 

he to 
be ound, 
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to hold up their eyes or to awake: and 
yet were it good, and needfull for them, 
not only to ſtir up the m ſelyes, and to 
awake, that ſo they might the better ſee 
vrhat caſe they are in, before it be too 
late to amend it; but alſo to give them 
ſelves to earneſt ſorrow, both in reſpect 
of the waſte they haue made, and for 
the vengeance that is due to the ſame, 
Then alſo as rouching thoſe that have 
not made ſo great exceſſe; but, bicauſe 
they had wherewithall , have alwaies 
framed their portion accordingly, and 
taken their pleaſure of the aboundance 
that God hath given them, becauſe that 
uſe of aboundance and wealth doth ea- 
fily make men to forget them ſelves, and 
unable to beare in good and orderly ma- 
ner, a ſtraighter allowance : therefore 
are thẽy alſo ſo much the rather to ſtir 
up them ſelves from that their drowhie 
forgetfulneſſe; and to be ſorie, that 
they have ſp far diſabled them ſelves, to 
take in good part, & quietly to beare an 
harder eſtate. And bicauſe that ſo ma- 
ny waies, we have ſo farproyoked the 
wrath of God againſtus, and eſpecially 
both theſe ſorts aforeſaid, therefore it 1s 

| mecte 
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meete likewiſe , that we never content 
ourſelves with a ſlender ſorrowing, bur 
that ever wee ſeeke to bring it to the 
meaſure that of them is required, as be- 
fore we have heard: eſpecially, when the 
reaſons that the Prophet there doth uſe, 
doe come (in a maner) as neere unto us, 
as they did to them. For firſt as touchin 
the thing it ſelf, although the good bleſ- 
ſings of the earth were not altogether 
ſo much cut of from us (eſpecially from 
thoſe that now we ſpeak of, bicauſe that 
they wil lightly have them, when others 
do need them) as they were from them: 
yer were they ſo far cut of from us alſo, 
that yery many were much diſtreſſed, & 
ſome among us utterly loſt; and thoſe al- 
ſo-that among us had before ſo excee- 
ded, or els had but lived in that aboun- 
dance, could fince in no wiſe holde on 
that courſe,nor come any thing neere it, 
but that needs they muſt ſtreighten the 
meaner ſort ſo farre, that they ſhould 
make them ſelves anſwerable for the di- 
ſtreſſe of thoſe that were ſtreigthned, 
or did miſcarie, Which our neceſſi- 
tie was in ſuch ſorte alſo ſent unto us 
3 from 
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from the hand of God, as that it coulde 
not have bene avoided of us, but was 
unto us as a mighty people, ouer- ſtrong 
for us to deale withall: and hath in a 
maner laide much of our land waſte 
likewiſe, not only for that our cattle di- 
ed, and our corn failed, ſo much as they 
did; but alſo, for that by reaſon there- 
of, even yet alſo many of our paſtures 
are empty, and no ſmale part of our 
land for a time unſowen for want of 
ſeede · Then as touching thoſe others 
that in ſuch ſort were touched there- 
35 with, as that the ſame ought to be a 
reaſon to ũs, rather to ſorrow for that 
hand of God upon us, we may eaſily 
ſee, that the ſame kinde of people alſo 
with us, were in like ſort touched as 
were thoſe others. For firſt to come to 
the Prieſts, it is moſt evident, that the 
ſervice of the Lord not only was, but yet 
alſo is ſo very much failed, in many of 
our churches like wiſe, that our e 

or eecle ſiaſticall eſtate hath good — 
to moorn:all the whole multitude of us 
for the want of Gods ſervice in ſuch mea- 
{ure as were to be wiſhed; & many of us 
: allo, 
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alſo, for want of things needefull to this 
preſent life, which not-withſtanding 
cometh not ſo much of the ſcareitie 
that now we ſpeak of, (for then it might 
be more eaſily born, and were likely to 
be much ſooner amended) as it doth 
out of two other cauſes that are much 
ſtronger, and make the ſore almoſt incu- 
table. Whereof the one is that ſort of 
Impropriations, that hath altogether 
taken away many of our — — 
not only from the miniſterie, but alſo 
from al other eccleſiaſtical uſe: the other, 
that inſatiable greedines of moſt ef our 
Patrons, that daily more and more con- 
vert to their own proper uſe, either the 
whole, or els ſome part of thoſe that re- 
main, & were cõmitted, of ſpecial truſt, 
unto their defence & cuſtody, Our b 
bandmen likwiſe were ſo much diſtreſſed, 
that they had not wherewithall to re- 
lieve their moſt juſt & urgent necelſnies; 
and their woonted joy (in thoſe matters 
alſo) was parted from them: and yet, not 
only by the late ſcarcity that then they 
were in; but by the hard dealing of their 
hard and unmercifull Land- lords, that 
now of long(ſince the daies of our peace, 
1 by 
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by the uniting of the two hovſes toges 

ther in moſt places of this land have pra- 

ved upon the, & daily do more & more. 
Hlaringfo. 9 But now to return to our Prophet 
—52 again, when he hath fo prepared all ge- 
chem unto nerally unto the exerciſe that he was de- 
at, now he ſirous to commend unto them, then doth 
Jeth char he gather himſelfe to that matter, and 
Faſt unto commendeth a publik faſt unto them. 
them, And we therein are to conſider, firſt 
. ho he doth call upon theſe, to whom 
it belonged, for that matter: then how 
him ſelfe doth further urge it · In his 
calling on thoſe to whom it belonged, 
we arc likewiſe to note, who they are 
on whom he calleth :and what it is that 
for this matter he requireth of them. 


. Thoſe on whom hee calleth are * the 


Calling Prieſts: whom tliere alſo he calleth rhe 
on the . Iliniſtert of the altar; and the CIMi- 


—5 viſters of his God, Whereby it appea- 


reth that it was their parts, to have an 
eye to ſuch matters: and when neede 
was, to call on the Magiſtrates, and on 
the people, to join together in a pub- 
like faſt. That which for this matter he 
requireth of them, doth partly concern 
them ſelves: and partly others. That 

which 
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which doth concern them ſelves, is firſt Shewing 
to ſhew them what they are to doe: and — _ 
then for what cauſe they havetodoit, ac 


That which they are to do concerning 
themſelves, is to quickenup themſelyes 
to earneſt ſorrowing: that ſo the better 
they they call upon others; and them- 
ſelves be leaders unto the, To this end it 
is required of the, not only that they doe 
the thing that is required, that is, that 
they / gird themſelves unto it, and 4- * 
ment : bo alſo that they do it in earneſt 
maner, and therefore that they howh en- 
ter in, and lie all night in ſakcloth, which 
in thoſe countries was their maner in 
ſpeciall mooming. The reaſon why they 


were to doe it, was, becauſe the? meat 4 t. 


offring and drink-offring was taken am 
Few the houſe of — Fr That which 
they were to doe cõcerning others, was 
moſt of al to get the church together un- 
to this exerciſe:& then how to hold the 
occupied when they came there. To get 
the church together, they were willed, 


firſt to ' ſanctiſie a faſt, & to proclaime or * 10. 


publiſh « dey of ceaſing frõ uſual labours, 
otherwiſe called a ſolemn aſſemblie: and 
ſo gether thereunto, both the Elders:8 al 

C 4 the 
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rhe inhabitants of the Land, unto the houſe 
of the Lord their God, When thus they 
had gathered alltogether,then,to holde 
them occupied there, in ſuch ſort as was 
moſt convenient; they are willed in the 
name of them all, to /crie unto the Lord, 


Strongly C6cerning the Prophets further urging 
urging thẽ them hereunto, Iam to 2 


unto it, 


herewithal, that the ſame which I do take 
in that ſenſe, ſome others do take rather 
as the form of cõplaint, that they were to 
make unto the Lord:which alſo is a good 
ſenſe, and may well agree with the text 
it ſelfe;Butin my judgment it lieth more 
likely, to be the ſpeach of the Prophet 
him ſelfo; then to be appointed to them, 
for cht form of their complaint: and ther- 
fore haue I ſo applied it here, not præju- 
dieing the judgment ofany other. Wher- 
in firſt the Prophet laboreth thoſe Prieſts 
and Ibmniſters of the Lord to take that 
courſe that he hath called themunto: 
then, though they will not, yet he profeſ- 
ſeth, that he fot his part will ſurely do it. 
In this his labouring of others, we are to 
note, firſt, that by likelyhood he eſpied 
them to be over heavie in this matter » 
then, in what maner thereupon he doth 
F labour 
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labour them, If they were ſo heavie 
hereunto, that the Prophet needed ſo 
to labour them, then did the Prophet 
very well, ſo much the more to put to 
the ſpur, as he did ſee that the heavines 
of thoſe did neede it. In the maner of 
his labouring of them we are to note, 
firſt, that the Prophet him ſelfe doth la- 
ment that their diſtreſſe: then how he 
ſheweth verie good reaſon, that ſo he 


ar 


may. He lamenteth it * in crying out, * #15; 


Alas for this day. Then coming to thew, 
that he doth it not lightly, but hath god 
reaſon ſo to do, firſt he ſeiteth down the 
reaſon it ſelfe: and then he doth confirm 


the ſame. The reaſon it ſelfe that here he - AM 


giveth, is no more in effect, but to ſhew 
how forrowfull a day it is: and that doth 
he two waies; firſt, as touching the ſub- 
ſtance of it; and then, by the maner of 
proceeding. For the ſubſtance of it, he 


on. 


ſaith, that » it is a day of deſtruct ian, or that v rus; 


doth make them vtteriy waſte: In the 
maner of proceeding, or in what ſort it 
cometh upon the, he noteth two things; 
one, that it cometh mightily on them, or 
in very ſtrong maner, calling it the day 
of the Lord, and ſaying that ir cometſi 


from 


ts. 
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from the almightie ; the other, that it is e- 
ven at hand, or that now they are very 
neere to utter deſtruction. In his con- 
firmation of it, firſt he ſetteth down the 
matter, out of which he will confirm it: 
& then confirmeth or further ſtrength- 
neth that ſame likewiſe, The matter 
that he ſetteth down for the confir- 
mation of it, reſteth in two pointes: 
the one, that their meate is cut of before 
their eyes; or that they may plainly and 
evidently ſee, that now they have no- 
thing whereon to live: the other, that 
ioy and gladues is alſo cut of fromthe honſe 
of their God, as evident a token of pręſent 
deſtruction, as the other is. That which 
he bringeth for the confirmation and 
further firengthning of this alſo, is by 


ſhewing that thoſe things are utterly 


failed, which ſhould miniſter, both to 
them all neceſſarie foode : and joy and 

ladneſſe to thoſe that ſerved in the 

ouſe of the Lord, To this end he ad- 
deth, firſt as touching their 7 corn, that 
they had ſo litle hope or comfort there- 
of — for ſo much as was ſown, was 
moſt of it retten under the clodi, br wh 
mM 2 
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moderate wet; and partly for that ſuch 
aswasleft,was alſo withered) that now 
men did comonly let even their barnes, 

and garners gee down: then, as touching 
their C cattle, not onely that they all. 0 
moorn, but alſo that both their heards 
of greater cattle pine away for lack of pa- 
Aure (that was deſtroyed by immode- 
rate * heat that afterward followed) « n 19,14; 
but alſo that᷑ even their flocks of ſneepe, 
who are woont to make good ſhift, in 

very bare paſtures, were loſt notwith- 
ſtanding, even the whole flocks for lack 

of paſture. In his profeſſion or proteſta- 

tion that he will doe it, although they 

will not, ve are to note, firſt, — it is 

that he will doe, and then, wherefore he 

will doe the ſame. That which he will 

doe, is, that he will b crie unto the Lord. vt. 
The reaſon is, for that the fier hath de- 

voured the lodges or paſtures of the wilder- 

wes,and flamb bath burnt up the trees of the 
fiedes : and for the beaſts of the fielde did 

alſo (after their maner ) crie unto him, for 

want of water, bicauſe the rivers were 

dried up; and for want of meat, bicauſe 

their paſtures were devoured or burnt 


with heat, : 252717 ; 
Io Which 
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It apper- 10 Which that we may in like ma- 
— 17 ner applie to ourſelves; firſt, whereas he 
are of the calleth on the Prieſts for this matter, who 
miniſterie were the ordinaric teachers of the peo- 
_ ple, ve may note, that among us likwiſe, 
to hart an ſuch as are our ordinary teachers, ſnould 
eye to this haue an eye to theſe matters: and when 
matrer: & neede is, admoniſh the magiſtrats and 
they need people alſo, to joyn together in ſuch good 
eo be ſtir- exerciſe, And whereas tifoſe ordinarie 
= teachers, which no doubt were many, 
wer, were now ſo earneſtly called upon by 
this our Prophet, who was ſentin extra- 
ordinarily,and was but one: italſomay 
teach us, that though our ordinarietea- 
chert, bee many, yet may they forget 
them ſelues ſo much (euen all, ſome- 
times) that God may finde it needefull, 
to ſend in ſome other extraordinarilie, 
to ou them in minde of ſuch matters, 
and to quicken them up thereunto; and 
though they be many, and the other 
but one, yet may they not therefore de- 
ſpiſe him, For itfallethout very often, 
that thoughGhey live of the Altar, yet 
doe they not ſo much oft-times regarde 
theſe things that belong to the Altar; 
Imeane the true ſervice of God, and 1 
| * 
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advancement of his glorie: and though 
they be the Miniſters, or ſervants ef God: 
yet are rhey not alwaics ſo carefull of the 
ſervice of him, whoſe ſervants they are. 
And as at this time one other was found, 
that had no part of his living of the Al- 
tar, nor was any of the number of thoſe, 
that were the ordinarie ſervents of God; 
and yet was very carefull for the Altar, 
and to promote his maiſters buſines: ſo 
in theſe daies alſo it pleaſeth God ſomes 
times to ſtir up ſome one or other amõg 
us, that being nothing maintained by 
the altar, nor any of our ordinarie tea- 
chers neither, nevertheleſſe doth that 


kind ot buſines much mote ſometimes 


then thoſe that are; and when it plea- 
ſeth God to ſend any ſuch, they are not 
lightlyto be regarded. In that they ate 
admoniſhed, firſt to ſtir up them ſelves to 
ſorrow, befote that they ſhould call u- 
pon others, that ſo they might the bet- 
ter doe it; therein likewiſe may we ve- 
ry well note, what cauſe it is that they 
have to follow, that in this caſe would do 
any good: that is, firſt of all ta begin with 
them ſelves, from whom others are ro 
take their light and 9 — 
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they ſorrow them ſelves, and be effectu- 
ally touched with their miſeries, it is 
not to be looked for, that they ſhould 
In what ſtir up others unto it. And whereas it is 
maner 
ought of them required, not only to ſorrow, 
— but alſo to doe it in very earneſt and 
hearty maner, (and therefore it is requi- 
red of them, that they houl, and lie all 
night in ſakeloth, although that we are 
not to account our ſelves neceſſarilie 
tied to their maner of moorning, & ſo 
cõſequently to their maner of ſakcloth 
neither: yet are we to doe it in very ear- 
neſt and fervẽt maner, & to know with- 
al, that as we are not neceſſarily tied to 
their ſalgloth, ſo neither do our cãbriks, 
and lavyns, our ſhak-haire, undecent loks 
of uncleannes or pride, & other exceſſe 
(or whatſoever other badges of our wõ- 
ted delicacic,or tedet nicenes)any thing 
becum thoſe, that profeſſe that godly 
forrow that now we ſpeake of. Infomuch 
Ne g. that as God himſelſe · on a time admo- 

niſhed the children of Iſrael; (whe they 
| had offende d, & the Lord being angrie 
1 with thẽ, they had now to ſcek his favour 
| 22 to lay aſide their coſtly apparel, 
| that thereby hee might the better ſee, 


how 
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how far they repented, & then how to 

deale accordingly with them: ſo we like- 

wiſe have need to account it as needfull 

for us, eſpecially for thoſe that ought to 

be leaders unto others, to lay aſide the 

great exceſſe that now is uſed, before 

that either thẽſelves (hal ſee, that there 

is any true repentance in themʒor before 

that others, by their example, or cold 

exhortation, wilbe gathered to any ſuch 

ſorro w, as now inthis caſe wee have in 

hidzfor certenly exceſſe in apparel doth 

never agree with ſound repentance, bi- 

cauſe it argueth not only over good a li- 

king of our ſelyes; but alſo a very ſmale 

care of our neighbour: both which are 

contrary to ſound repentance, and that 

as directly as can bee deviſed: and to The like 

the end that theſe leaders of others may _ 

the better fir up them ſelves to an ear- cat wit 

neſt ſorrow, that ſothey may the better wich the, 

induce thoſe unto it, that they are to 

call thereunto, they may do wel likwiſe 

to conſider, how effectually the reaſon 

that was alleagedto th, is now accõpli- 

ſhed with us likw iſe: for how ꝰ ſoever that 

in many places, there is covenient enter- 

tainmẽt leſt to mantain 2 
p e 
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the ſervice of God; and ſo conſequent ; 
ly. thoſe places have accordingly(for cer- 
tain of them) the Goſpell truly and plẽ- 
tifully preached, to the glory of God, & 
to the edifying of the people there: yet 
others there be, both moe in number, 
and (for the moſt part) the greater con- 
gregations alſo, that are ſo utterly deſti- 
tute of this ſo juſt & needfull help,thatin 
thoſe places they may plainly ſee, that the 
meat-offring & drink-offring are clean cut 
of from the houſe of the Lord their God; 
inſomuch,that there the people of God 
have neither meate nor drink (ſuch as is 
cõvenient, & needfull for them) & God 
himſelfe is alſo defrauded, almoſt of all 
the honor and ſervice that there among 
them is due unto him. In that they were 
willed to publiſh a faſt, to gather the 
people unto it, and when they were com 
together, then to pour forth their com- 
plaints unto God, out of it may we learn 
to doe the like: that is, that though our 
ſelves cannot appoint-it, but muſt a wait 
the appointmẽt of thoſe that are in for- 
raign authoritie (ſo far as we looke that 
others ſhould be tied unto it) yet both 
that we doe admoniſh others, both the 
„ Magi- 
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Magiſtrates them ſelves, and the people 
alſo, how meete and ſeemely it were for 
this caſe of ours, a litle to withdraw their 
cogitations from their other affaires and 
to gather them ſelves to 2 publike faſt; 
and ,whentheyare come, that thenwe 
doe direct them aright, in their ſuppli- 
cations and praiers to God. But where 
asthis our Prophet dorh ſo earneſtly cal 
on thoſe Prieſts ſo to doe (which belike 
was, bicauſe that otherwiſe they were ſo 
heavic of them ſelves) that alſo may 
teach vs, that our ordinarie leaders may 
in like ſort be ſodull generally,that they 
neede ſome ſuch extraordinarie quick- 
ning up, unto ſuch cõſiderations as theſe, 
And yet notwithſtanding, it cannot be 
hid, but is Jam ſure over plain to be 
ſeene, both that our late ſcarcitie vas 
ſuch, as that divers of the poorer ſorte 
were famiſhed by it, and many moe doe 
ſtill drop away by the diſtemperature & 
weakneſle, that thereby they fell into: 
and that not only now, but long fince . 
alſo, in divers places, joy and glaUnes is 
clean cut of from the houſe of the Lord. 
And as in the one part of this our neceſ- 
ſitie we may plainly ſee, that by immode- 
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rate wet, much of our ſeede did then pe- 
riſh under the clods : ſo in the other 
might we as quickly find, that not only 
barns, and garners, but all other neceſ- 
ſaric buildings beſides, in the houſes of 
God are clean let down, or much de- 
caied. 
11 In his repetition we are to note, 
The Proc that he doth not content him ſelfe to re- 
phet repca x - 
teth the peat it once: bur very plainly repeateth 
ſane again the ſame two ſeveral times. Which ( be- 
2 ke) was, bicauſe he perceaved, that 
422 1 14. not iwithſtandin g this havie hand of God 
215. 7 upon them, yet were they very deaf in 
this matter and would not be induced 
to enter into any ſuch conſideration of 
it. In the former of which his repiti- 
tions he doth very earneſtly labour to 
bring them to the exerciſe that he hath 
already propounded unto them: in the 
other he doth briefly knit it up, as nee- 
ding no more now( after ſo much cal- 
ling on them before) but onely to put 
them in mind again of it, and therewith- 
all holding himſelfe contented. But in 
the former of them we are more ſpeci- 
His former ally to conſider, firſt, howe he ſetteth 
repeciton. foorth that hand of God againſt om 
| then, 
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then, how he doth likewiſe exhortthe, 
unto a publike and hartie repentance. 


He ſetterh foorth the heavines of this A deſcrips 


hand of God upon them, firſt, by ſnew-tiagt, 


ing how it is to be taken of others, ot 
howe others are to be affected at it: and 
then, by ſhewing what' it is in it ſelfe. 
How it is to bee taken of others, hee 
ſheweth, when as in the verie begin- 
ning he ſetteth downe, that the Prieſts 


m 


and Leuites.muſt blow the trumpet in Zi- 10 


aon, and ſhout in his holy mountain: & that 
al the inhabitants of the land muſt tremble, 
What it is in it ſelfe he 'declareth like- 
wiſe by two ſimilitudes: the one ofa 
ſpeciall great darkneſſe; the other, ofa 
feareful armie. Concerning the former, 
there by he doth but generally declare, 
what it ſhall be; that is, a ſore or gree- 
vous time, and verie diſcomfortable. To 
which end he doth both call ita date of 
darkęneſſe, and blachnet; a daie o 1 & 
ob ſcuritie: and compareth it tO a cloud of 
the moorning ſpread on the maſotaintʒ that 
doth for a time darken the patts be- 
neath, & bondeth foul weather beſids. 
But coming to the other , on that doth 
the Prophet more fully follow; firſt de- 

D 2 deſci- 
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the ſervice of God; and ſoconſequente 

ly,thoſe places have accordingly(for cer- 

tain of them) the Goſpell truly and plẽ- 

tifully preached, to the glory of God, & 

to the edifying of the people there: yet 

others there be, both moe in number, 
and (for the moſt part) the greater con- 
gregations alſo, that are ſo utterly deſti- 
tute of this ſo juſt & needfull help, that in 
thoſe places they may plainly ſee, that the 
meat-offring, & drink-offring are clean cut 
of from the houſe of the Lord their God; 
inſomuch,that there the people of God 
have neither meate nor drink (ſuch as is 
cõvenient, & needfull for them) & God 
himſelfe is alſo defrauded, almoſt of all 
the honor and ſervice that there among 
them is due unto him. In that they were 
willed to publiſh a faſt, to gather the 
people unto it, and when they were com 
together, then to pour forth their com- 
plaints unto God, out of it may we learn 
to doe the like: that is, that though our 
ſelves cannot appoint-it, but muſt a wait 
the appointmẽt of thoſe that are in for- 
raign authoritie (ſo far as we looke that 
others ſhould be tied unto it) yet both 
that we doe admoniſh others, both the 
„ Magi- 
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Magiſtrates them ſelves, and the people 
alſo, how meete and ſeemely it were for 
this caſe of ours, a litle to withdraw their 
cogitations from their other affaites and 
to gather them ſelves to a publike faſt; 
and when they are come, that then we 
doe direct them aright, in their ſuppli- 
cations and praiers to God. But where 
asthis our Prophet doth ſo earneſtly cal 
on thoſe Prieſts ſo to doe (which belike 
was, bicauſe that otherwiſe they were ſo 
heavie of them ſelves) that alſo may 
teach vs, that our ordinarie leaders may 
in like ſort be ſo dull generally, that they 
neede ſome ſuch extraordinarie quick- 
ning up, unto ſuch cõſiderations as theſe. 
And yet notwithſtandin g, it cannot be 
hid, but is Iam ſure over plain to be 
ſcene, both that our late ſcarcitie was 
ſuch, as that divers of the poorer ſorte 
were famiſhed by it, and many moe doe 
ſtill drop away by the diſtemperature & 
weakneſſe, that thereby they fell into: 
and that not only now , but long ſince . 
alſo, in divers places, joy and glaUnes is 
clean cut of from the houſe of the Lord. 
And as in the one part of this our neceſ- 
ſitie we may plainly ſee, that by immode- 
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rate wet, much of our ſeede did then pe. 
riſh under the clods : ſo in the other 
might we as quickly find, that not only 
barns, and garners, but all other neceſ- 
ſarie buildings beſides, in the houſes of 
God are clean let down, or much de- 
caied. 

11 In his repetition we are to note, 


The Pro- that he doth not content him ſelfe to re- 


phet repca 


teth the 


peat it once: but very plainly repeateth 


ſaine again the ſame two ſeveral times. Which ( be- 


aud twice 
for failing. 
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like) was, bicauſe he perceaved, that 
notwithſtanding this havie hand of God 
upon them, yet were they very deaf in 
this matter and would not be induced 
to enter into any ſuch conſideration of 
it. In the former of which his repiti- 
tions he doth very earneſtly labour to 
bring them to the exerciſe that he hath 
already propounded unto them : in the 
other he doth briefly knit it up, as nee- 
ding no more now ( after ſo much cal- 
ling on them before) but onely to put 
them in mind again of it, and therewith- 
all holding himſelfe contented. But in 
the former of them we are more ſpeci- 


His former ally to conſider, firſt, howe he ſetteth 
repetition. foorth that hand of God againſt them: 


then, 


Ont of the Prophet toel, Ih 
chen, how he doth likewiſe exhort the, 
unto a publike and hartie repentance. 


He ſetteth foorth the heavines of this A deſcrips 
hand of God upon them, firſt, by ſhew-ti6 ot their 
ing how it is to be taken of others, or * 


howe others are to be affected at it: and 
then, by ſhewing what' it is in it ſelfe. 
How it is to bee taken of others, hee 
ſheweth, when as in the verie begin- 
ning he ſetteth downe , that the Prieſts 


and Leuites. muſt b/ow the trumpet in Zi- 


on, and ſhout in his holy mountain: & that 
al the inhabitants of the land muſt tremble, 
What itis in it ſelfe he 'declareth like- 
wiſe by two ſimilitudes: the one ofa 
ſpeciall great darkneſſe; the other, ofa 
feareful armie. Concerning the former, 
there by he doth but generally declare, 
what it ſhall be; that is, a ſore or gree- 
vous time, and verie diſcomfortable. To 


which endfhe doth both call ita date of far 


darkeneſſe,and blacknes,; a daie of clouds & 
obſcuritie :and compareth ittFacloud of 
the moorning,ſpread onthe mdytains;that 
doth for a time darken the parts be- 
neath, & bondeth foul weather beſids. 
But coming to the other , on that doth 
the Prophet more fully follow ; firſt de- 
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ſeribing it: generally, & then Propoun- 
ding certain principall things that more 
ſpecially are to be conſidered therein. 
In his generall deſcription ofit, we are 
to note both what kinde of army it is in 
it ſelfe; & what is the effect thereof to- 
wards others, In it ſelfe it is ſaidꝰ to bee 
Treat and Mrong:and ſuch, as neither hath 
Gene fromthe Ln neither ſhalbe fro 
any generation after. The effect that com- 
eth thereby towards others, is, that it ĩs 
as a fire & flamb, before, & behind: inſo- 
much that although the country were 
before as Eden, yet is it afterward made 
by it, as a deſolate wildernes; and that no- 
thing at all doth eſcape it. Thoſe princi- 
pal things that in this armie are propoũ- 
ded, to be conſidered, are two: firſt how 
tfeareful it is to ſee to, in the ſhew, or out 
ward appearance ofit, then vhow readi- 
ly they put in executiõ whatſoever they 
have to do. Both which he deſcribeth, 
firſt, as thy do ariſe, only out of the cõ- 
ſiderationgf the thing it ſelfe:& then of 
the effect Mat it worketh with others. 
And firſt for the fearfulnes of it, as wee 
are taught to gather it out of the conſi- 
deration of it ſelfe alone, it is ſaid to bee 
not 
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not only as horſes horſemen, and chariots a 2245. 
running too and fro on the mountains; 
but alſo as a mighty people and thoſe pre = 
pared to battaile: of the effect that it wor- 
keth, that it is as fire conſuming ſtubleʒ and 
ſuch as* maketh that the people tremble © 2:6 
before it, and that all faces are blancke 
and pale to beholder it. Then for the other, 
that is, how readily they put in executi- 
on whatſoeuer, they haue to doe, and 
farft, as it is ſet foorth unto us out of the 
conſideration of it ſelfe alone, we have 
there ſet downe, how they buckle them» 
ſelues towards their buſines before they 
come at it: and then how they doe the 
thing it ſelfe when once they come toit. 
In the former of which we have delive- 
red unto us, not only ſuch things, as doe 
appertaine unto the diſcipline of good 
ſouldiers:but ſomewhat alſo, how proſ- 
perous they are therein. 

Thoſe thinges that concerne the diſ- 
cipline of good ſouldiers, are two: 
one, that they are induſtrious; the o- 
ther, that they are orderly in all their 
wayes . Their induſtrie is declared in 
that they are ſaide ? to runne libeſtrong 2. 7. 
men, and to clime up to the walles lilę 
D 3 warriourt, 
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warriours, and not to ſtay or turne backs 
in the way they have to walhe: their order- 
lines alſo, in that they are ſaid? not to 
thruſt one an other; but tO walke everie 
one in his aray . That which is ſaid of 
their proſperouſnes therein, is no more 
but this, (andyet a matter of great im- 
portance) that though they fall on the 
ſworde, yet are they not wounded there- 
with In what ſort they doe the thing it 
ſelfe, when once they come to it, is ſet 
downe by the example of rifling a citie; 
how/they run vp and domu tlerein a long 
by the wales, & into the bouſes, to deſtroy 
and to ſpoil. As it is ſet foorth unto us, 
out of the effect that it worketh: the Pro 


phet doth not only note what effect it is 


that it worketh: but alſo the rea ſon, wh 

it cometh to paſſe that it hath ſo ſtrong 
an effect. The effect that it worketh, is, 
that me ſhalbe at their wits end: as if the 
heauẽs & the earth were aſtoniſhed at it, 
& clean confounded and as if the Sur & 
the Qloone were darkened, & the Stars 
tooke in their light again. In giuing of 


the reaſon hereof the Prophet doth not 


onely ſhewe what the reaſon is: but alſo 
how mightily the ſame doth worke 
| The 
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The reaſon it ſelfe that cauſed this effect 


to enſue, is that e the Lorde himſelfe vat in 


did by his word authorize, and by his 
power enable hereunto: and it is ſaid to 
worke mightily, that the ſame day 
ſhauld be great and verie terrible, and 
that none ſhuld be able to abide it. In the 
exhortation that now doth next enſue t 


whereby he laboureth to bring them to publike 


a publike hartie repentance, we are to faſt. 
couſider, firſt how to that end he doth 
ſet be fore them the worde of the Lord: 
then, howe himſelfe doth further deale 
with them thereupon. In the word of 


the Lord that he ſetteth before them he * 124 


doth not onely ſhew what it is that the 
Lord would have them to do, that is, to 
turn ænto him with all the heart, and witii 
faſting and weeping , and with moorning- 
but alſo, that ever yer, he would have the 
to take that courſe, though they have 
driven of yerie long alreadie. That fur- 
ther dealing that hereupon the Prophet 
himſelteuſeth towards them, reſteth in 
two points: firſt that he doth in like ſort 
cal them unto the ſelfe ſame courſe, then 
that he uſeth ſome ſtrength of reaſon to 
perſwade them unto it. He doth in like 
D 4 ſort 
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fort call them to the ſame courſe, by wil- 
ling them 7 to rent their hearts, and not 
their garments and to turne vnto the Lord 
their God, 

The ſtrength of reafon that there 
hee uſeth to perſwade them herein, is 
upon the like ly-hoode they have to ob- 
taine favour : which he doth, firſt by ſet- 
ting dow ne very plainely, how mercifull 
the Lord is: then by inſinuating how 
themſelues may become partakers of it, 
As touching the mercifulnes of God 
& he plainely ſaith, that he & gracious and 
merci full, Slow to anger, of great kinanes, 
and one that will readily turne from the 
euill that he purpoſed. How themſelues 
may be partakers ot it, though he do not 
plainely tell them: yet both he doth in- 
ſinuate the ſame; and putteth them in 
good hope of a ſpeciall bleſſing. That 
which he doth inſinuate to them, is that 
they ſeeke it in moſt earneſt maner, as a 
thing that otherwiſe is hard to be attai- 
ned: and thereupon demandeth* who 
doth know, whether he will not be intrea- 
ted to leaue a bleſſing behinde him? The 
ſpeciall bleſſing that he putteth them 
in hope to obtein, is that after that great 

: famine 
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famine,itmight be, that the Lord would 


yet give ſuch great plenty, that they, 


ſhould content themſelves to part with, 
al meat-offring and arink-offring vnto the 
Lord their God. 


* * s * I 
In his latter repetition wherein he 


ſeemeth to have it is purpoſe now, but 
onely to knit up the matter briefly ha- 
ving already called on them ſufficiently 
for it, firſt the Prophet doth will them to 
bid or publiſh this faſt: then doth he dis 
rect them in a fewe principall things that 
doe concerne the maner of it. In that he 
doth will them to publiſh this faſt, it ap- 
peareth withal, both that he would have 
the exerciſe held: & that he would haue 
the congregation gathered together to 


ſolemnize the ſame. As touching the for- ; 


mer, he willeth them @gain* to blowe the 
trumpot in Zion, and to ſanttifie or pub- 


* 


254. 


His latter 
epetition. 
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liſh a faſt: as touching the other, he wil- 4 2:16. 


leth likewiſe, that they 4 gather the people 
together and aſſemble the congregation . 
Thoſe fewe principall thinges that doe 
concerne the manner of it are but two, 
one, howe throughly hee woulde have 
the people to bee gathered together in 
chis exerciſeʒthe other, howe they ſhould 
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be exerciſed there. He would have them 
ſothroughly gathered together, that he 
would have none wanting *neither the 
old, northe young : no, not the verie 
ſucking children; nor {o much as the brid. 
ome nor bride, Concerning their exer- 
ciſe there, hee / giueth them direction, 
both who ſhould be the chiefe leaders 
therein: and what it is hat they ſhould 
doe. The chiefelcaders therein ſhould 
be the Prieſts the Miniſters of the Lorde. 
Concerning that which they have to do 
he doth not one lie preſcribe the thing 
it ſelfe unto them , bur alſo the place 
where it ſhould be done, The thing it 
ſelfe reſteth in two points: to weepe; and 
to pray. Concerning Weeping,hedoth 
no more but onely require it. But com- 
ming to their Prayer, he præſeribeth un- 
to them the maner of it: both what to 
crave; and how to plead for it. He would 
have them to crave, that the Lord would 
Spare his people: and not to give his he- 
ritage over in reproach unto the heat hen. 
In reproach to the heathen they might 
caſilic be given, even by their famin ons 
ly, both becauſe that in this caſe, they 
might caſily be oyer runne of their eni- 
mies: 
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mies: and becauſe it was reproachfull 

to them, being by profeſſion the people 

of God; to be notwithſtanding in ſuch 
diſtreſſe, whẽ the heathen had all things 
needfull in plentifull maner. Their plea- 

ding he would haue to relie on the ho- 

nor of God, teaching them to ſay, her- 

fore ſhould they ſay among the people, where 

& their God. Concerning the place where 

it ſhould be done, he would have it, not 

at home, or whereſoe ver els; butonely / 
in the Temple (wheres God in this kind 1 
of diſtreſſe alſo promiſed to heare) even 
Betweene the Porch and the Temple. 

12 Out of which likewiſe wee may rte, 
take to our ſelves many good leſſons to were fo 
our inſtruction. And firſt if they were ſo beauie, 
heauy that the Prophet neededto call on — * 
them ſo oft for this matter; and the Pro- that weate 
phet thereupon ſtook not to beſtowe all not al wais 
this labour upon them: neither may we — oy 
thinke, that wee are eaſilie woon to * 
2 godlie ſorrow, eſpecially , when wee 
are to teſtifie the ſame in publique ma- 
ner; neither may anie, to whome it be- 
longeth, thinke much to call on thoſe 
that ſnould doit, again, and again. If 11 
that alſo were a juſt cauſe for them, to hac cane 
blow to ſorrow, 
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blow the triepet in Zion, & to ſhout in his holy 
wmountain;& for all the inhabitants of the land 
to tremble: truely this alſo was as iuſt occaſiõ 
to us, to doe the like in ratable maner, or in 
ſuch meaſure, as thẽ the hãd of God was on 
us or yet is in much like maner, as it was on 
them , For this alſo was a diſcomfortable 
darknes, whẽ as the poorer ſort were ſo very 
much ſtreightned, as then they were, & yet 
are, & whe their eye waxed dim for want of 
needful ſuſteinice;whe as this cloud of dar- 
nes was ſpread ſo generally ouer the poorer 
ſort, & over many ofthe mountaines them- 
ſelues, that it darkned much the light of out 
wonted comfort & ioy; & higing on vs fill 
ſo much as it doth, bodeth I know not what 
further diſtreſſe to be towards us alſo, Or it 
we caſt our eyes to that armie, that was ſo 
fierce & ſore uponthem, we have no great 
cauſe to cõceave our ſelves to be freed ſrom 
it, whe we may ſee, that oùr land alſo, bein 5 
in a maner as the garde of Eden before, hat 
fince been ſo far waſted by this, that in ma- 
ny parts of it, it hath beene (in the yeeld of 
things ncedfu]) not far unlike to a wildernes 
alſo: and that the ſame that hitherto was 
woont to helpe many others with all maner 
of graine, was ſince fame to ſeeke far of, that 

which 
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which we wanted to our needfull relief,and 
yetcouldnot get it with all wee could doe. 
But howfocuer it hath pleaſed God to take 
away the foree of that army from us: yet ſtill 
doth he threaten us with certain others; & 
ſuch as would gladly pray upon us, & kind- 


ly doe it , if once they might attaine vnto it. 


Inſomuch that if our faces alſo bee not aba- If we doe 


ſhed thereat, it is but or fault: it is no argu- 


not, it is 


ment that we were not then ſtreightened ſo it boadeth 
far as we ſpeake of, or that yet it is not eui- not that 


dẽt that God doth ſhake his rod againſt us. 


But whe as ſo many faces were pale for wit reaſon, 


of needfull relief, & yet are, partly by it, and 
partly by the ſickenes that is among us, and 
when as we may plainely perceaue that it is 
the hand of God þ is on vs: it is a foul ſhame 
for vs, if our countnãce be not ſomthing ap- 
pauled thereat: & a very ill token beſides, if 
neither that diſtres of ſo many,nor our own 
fins that haue brought ſuch a wrath upon 
us, can ſo far worke with us, as to be in ſome 
good meaſure abaſhed thereat. For ſurely 
that neceſſity of ours did alſo rũ very ſtrõg- 
ly againſt us, prepared to the battel with 
great ſpeed, & in good aray; & ſoſtrength- 
ned beſides by the hadof odzthat in nowiſe 
we could avoyde it: and ſo did it breake into 
aur 


tual famin, 
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our cities; it climed up into our howſes; it 
both ſoiled and riſed all, I can not ſay, 
that the Heavens and the Earth were a- 

ffoniſbed at it; that the Sunne and the 
. CMoonewere darkned; nor that the ſtars 
toolę their light. God be thanked wee 
were not there yet: our diſtres or ſcarci- 
tie was not ſo great, that intheſe crea- 
cures it might be ſaid toappeare ſo much 
as that other, in that ſenſe that the Pro- 
phet doth mean it. Nevertheleſſe it can 
not be denied, but that by that præſent 
ſcarcitie we were ſo ſtreightned, that the 
beavẽt by unſeaſonable wether for thoſe 
two yeares, and the earth by the ſmall 
increaſe of corn that it hath yeelded, & 
both tog ether by the loſſe of our cattell 
withall, did pregnantly witnes the hand 
of God to have bene upon us: and our 
ſcarcitie being ſuch as it was, thoſe that 
vere diſtreſſed thereby, could have fo 
litle comfort by thoſe other creatures, 
thatto them the Sas & Moone and Stars 
(aſter a ſort, and in ſome meaſure) were 
darkned alſo, in that ſenſe that the Pro- 
het meaneth. And if we go further, to 

5 ſpiritual famin that not only was, but 

yet alſo is among us, in all thoſe places 

. " where 
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where the meat ofring and drink-offring 
istaken from — haue of the Lorde, 
therein may we ſee, (though in another 
ſenſe, but yet verie pregnant, & of great 
importance) that the heavens no doubt 
are aſtoniſhed, and that the earth might 
verie well eremble to ſee the Same, the 
Moone and the Starret, the Truth it ſelf, 
the Church among us ( in all ſuch pla- 
ces) and our veric leaders themſelves to 
bee ſo darkned as they are; partly by 
their owne former ignorance, and error, 
and partly by the negligence and care» 
leſnes of thoſe, that now ſhould either 
amend themſelves, or at leaſt make ſure 


that others did it. And now that wee alſo houlg 


are in this caſe that we are, whatis there 


more ſeemely or convenient for us, then e 
to turne to the Lorde: and to doe that in ore 


ſo heartie maner, that neither ſuch a- 
ſting , nor weeping, nor moorning, as the 

Prophet requireth be wantin | us? 
For what elſe doc theſe things teach 
us, but to turn unto him? and ſeeing that 
this hand of God that was on us, did in 
ſome meaſure lie upon all( though ſomę 
were much more ſharplie touched theres 
wich, then were ſome others )how could 
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we do better, then to have the profeſſion 
of our repentance, publike alſo? and 
whereas we doe plainely and dayly ſee; 
that many were ſore diſtreſſed herewith; 
and cannot be ignorant but that our 
ſinnes, that had prouoked his wrati a- 
gainſt us, are many and great: howe 
may wee account it any other then our 
bounden duety, and plaine debt, that 
this our faſting bee very throughly, 
and kindely ſteeped in weeping and 
mourning; and that wee ſtirre up our 
ſelves unto ſo unfeined and earneſt ſor- 
rowe in both theſe reſpectes aforeſaide, 
that even our beartes might ( in ſome 
meaſure) bee ready to rent or cleaue in 
ſunder, for the ſorro we that they con- 
ceave, as not able to contein the ſame? 
And this ſo much the rather, as that we 


nõw knowe much better then the Iſrae- 


lites could then, both what wrath is due 
unto finin the juſtice of God:and eſpeci- 
ally the great mercies of God; and how 
ready he is to receave allſuch as do come 
unto him, For we now ſee both thoſe ſo 
plainly ( beſides all other meanes, which 
are infinite) onely in the death and paſ- 


ſion of Chriſt, that as in reſpe& of our 


offences, 
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offences, and the judgementsof God 
that are due vnto them ( which in the 
death of Chriſt, the onely begotten Son 
of God we may ſee to be great) we are 
trongly'urged, in moſt humble wiſe to 
ſee ke to him: ſo in reſpect of his great 
mercies, and his moſt prompt readines to 
be intreated ofus ( which alſo we may 
ſee in the death of Chriſt, a great deale 
more clearely, then the light ofthe Sun, 
when it ſhineth the cleareſt of all) we 
may come with good hearts unto him, 
and in full aſſurance, for to obteine his 
gracious favor. How beit we muſt know 
therwithall that the matter is very hard: 
hard I ſay, but yet not doubtfull. So that 
although we may not doubt it: yet muſt 
we make ſure, that we labour it earneſt- 
ly, with all our power, & all our ſtrength, 
even to the uttermoſt that we are able. 
And ſo doing, we alſo may hope, that, 
notwithſtanding this , the Lorde will 
much rather leave us ſuch mear-offring, 
and drinke- offring , as (hall be needefull: 
as alſo our ſelves ſhoulde take good 
heede , that wee neuer withdrawe that 
from thoſe to whome it is due: no, not in 


our owne diſtreſſe, as“ we may finde our D. 26. 


E ſelyes 
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ſelves directed in the lawe of the Lord. 
And whereas the Prophet requireth that 
both old & yong, ſacklings allo & thoſe 
that are but aem- married, ſhoulde come 
forth tothis exerciſe, we alſo might learn 
that it were needefull for us likewiſe, to 
withdraw our ſelves for a time from our 
wonted delights, & worldly affaires, and 
with one heart to aſſemble our ſelves to- 
gether to ſeeke the Lord. Wherein, as al 
are to ſtix up themſelves to a godly & an 
harty forrow,of what rey or age 
ſoeuer they be:ſo are the Miniſters of the 
Lord eſpecially to take ſo good a courſe 
therein, as beſt may ſerve to ſtir yp thems 
ſelves, and others alſo, ſoundly, and tho- 
roughly to doe what they haue in hand; 
& well to remember, that, being, as they 
are, the ſalt of the earth, they make the 
ſame now to appeare, eſpecially in this. 
But wheras that late ſcarcitie of ours, the 
ſicknes that now is, & the troubles that 
are doubted by diuers might well bee 
greevous unto us, not onely in reſpect of 
our ſelyes, but much more for that the 
glory of God might be touched therby, 
and our holy profeſſion ill ſpoken of like- 
wiſe; although we may very well be tou- 
che d with the ſẽſe of our own neceſſities, 


yetarewe in any wiſe chiefly to reſpeR 
the glory of God: & for that cauſe eſpecis 
ally, to defire the Lord to be fayourable 
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therein unto us, that whereas hee hath 
vouchlafed us to be his people, & himſelf 
to be our God, we may in ſuch ſort have 
his gracious help in al theſe matters,that 
it may be ſcene,that we haue a good & a 
gracious God; & that he accounteth no 
otherwiſe of us (though in our ſelves we 
can nothing deſerve it) but as of his * 
culiar, & entirely beloued people. He that 
ſaid that God not a God of the dead, bat 
of the liuing, upon our hearty repentance 
would ſoone procure, that though our 
eſtate were ſo hard, yer ſhould it be ſo al- 
tred, from worſe,to better, from want to 
plẽty, frõ ſicknes,to health: fro troubles, 
to godly peace, þ in ourowne experiẽce 
ſoone we ſhould find, that the fatherhim 
ſelf would accoũt it diſhonorable to him 
that we his people ſhuld ſtil be miſerable, 


IM. 22 
32. 


How to 


& as it were ſwallowed up with diſtreſſe. nde out 


13 Thoſe ſins in particular that the yu 
| ole 


were,of 


people the wer infected withal,although 


{fins 


this our Prophet doth not name the(as it whichthey 
ſemeth, upõ ſuch reaſõ as before is decla- had to re= 


erd: yet both they may be caſily gathre 
E 2 


Out 


ꝗ Pent them 
now. 
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out ofthe hĩſtorie of thattime; and it ĩs 


good that we herein haue ſome eye unto 


them, that ſo we may the more to our 
zdifying, apply this call ofthe Prophet 
unto our ſelves. And the hiſtorie of this 
preſent time is ſet foorth unto us ſuffici- 
ently, at leaſt, to this purpoſc)both in the 
hiſtorie of the kings of Iudah : and in 
certaine of the Prophets beſides: But in 
the ſtorie of the kings of ludah there are 
but two of thoſe their kings, on whom 
we may relic for this matter: which are 
Vzziah, and Iotham his ſonne . To the 
time of Vzziah we haue recourſe, be- 
cauſcitis found to be the time whereun- 
to his prophecie doth chiefly belong, as 
before is declared: to Iotham like wiſe, 
not only becauſe he ſucceeded next( and 
ſo be longeth very much to that time 
likewiſe ) but becauſe that he bare the 
ſway in his fathers dayes, after that once 
his father was ſtroken with leprofie , In 
both which that wee may the better 
finde out the eſtate of the people in their 
da yes, and ſo conſequently what it was 
wherein they chiefly offended, we are to 
conſider of what diſpoſition they were 
the ſelyes:& ſo ſhall we find in _ rea- 
Ona - 
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ſonable maner ; the wayes of the people 
that were gouerned by t — 
that the Scripture doth not otherwiſe 
ſer downeunto us, what their wayes 
were(bur very litle) in this ſtorie, we ſee 
that experience doth commonly teach, 
thatſuchasthePrinceis, ſuch alſo are - 
the people generally. Inſomuch that if 
the Prince be religious, the people doe ſo 
much the more imbrace religion; if o- 
therwiſe himſelfe regarde not religion, 
the people alſo make light of it: and ſo do 
we euer for the moſt part ſee it, not only 
in religion, but alſo in all other thinges 
befides , Firſt therefore to beginne with 


Vzziah (who alſo' is called Aziriah)we Vzziah, 
are to ſee in what ſort he is deſcribed un- mv 


to us: firſt as touching his inclination to 
Religion; and then as touching his diſ- 
. — in ſuch thinges as belonged to 
is ciuil eſtate. In his inclination to re- 
ligion likewiſe we are to conſider what 
was commendable in him:and what was 
re 1 it is, that he is 

laid to have done wprigbrly in the fight 
of the Lord , and that 6. — 22 2 
| Chariah, who underſtoode the viſions of 
God, he did more ſpecially ſcek,che Lord; 
E 3 and 
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and in ſuch ſort ſomtimes, that the Lord 
did proſper him for it . It is like wiſe re- 


u Tbid. verſ.4. provable that he folowed not the Lord 


with all his heart, but onely as his fatber 


0 Ibid.25:5. Ama ia did(of w hom it is ſaid * that he 


P 2. Ring. 
T4: 4+ 


q Cho. 
26:16:19, 


did uprightly in the ſight of the Lorde 
but not with a perfect heart; as alſo? that 
he tooke not away the high placet, but 
that the people did ſacrifice and burne 
incenſethereon : and that 7 himſelfe did 
præſume to intermeddle with the Preefts 
Office, and therein woulde not be admo- 
niſhed by the Prieſts that forbad it unto 
him. As touching his diſpoſition in theſe 
matters that concerne his ciuill eſtate, 
ſome there were that were honorable 
unto him;others againe, that did not ſo 
well become the perſon and ſtate that he 


12. cle. ac: ſuſteined. Honorable it was, that he: did 


6, 7,8. 


ſo valianily agamſt the enemies, the Phi- 
liſtines, Arabians, and Ammonites: and 


ſ2.Chre, ,g, that / both the fortified Itruſalem; and, 


9310-15, 


not onely had in areadines ſo ſfrong an 
armie for the number of men (being two 
thouſand and ſixe hundreth Captaines, 
of ſpeciall account, and three hundred 
and ſeaven thouſand and fiue hundred 
others beſides, but alſo had in a readi- 
nes 
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nes for them all maner of ſarniture, eyen 
to the very ſtones that were for their 
ſlings . That which did not ſo well be- 
come the petſon and ſtate that he ſuſtei- 
ned, was . he had ſuch a fanſie to huſ- 
bandry & imployed himſelfe ſo very much 
about his owne priuate gaine. For it is 
ſaide not onely that he loved husbanarie 
(which ifhe had done like a Prince, care- 
ful to cheriſh it in his kingdome, it had 
beene very commendable like wiſe:) but 
alſo that himſelfe had much cattle in the 
voalleyes and plaines, plowmen allo and 
dreſſers of vines, in the mountaines and 
in Carmel; and that, for that purpoſe, 
he builded towers or lodges in the wil- 
derneſſe, and digged Cifterns for them 


t Ib. vais. 


[otham. 


alſo , Concerning Iotham his ſonne, it gag: 
appeareth alſo, that - he was much like 34,35.& 


to his father: and ſo conſequently that 
his manner of gonernement , was like 
unto his, not onely when heeruled for 
his father, but when hee reigned for 
him ſelfe likewiſe. 

But as touching * his inclination to 
Religion, wee are mote ſpecially to 
note, that though it bee ſaide of hun, 


that hee did uprightly in the fight of 
| ; „ the 


To Xo, 275 
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X 2.KingQ151 
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certaine of both to this people that we haue in hid, 
the Pro- 
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the Lord; and builded the high gate in 
the houſe of the Lord: yet is it witneſſed 
alfo, that he ſought the Lord, but as hs 
father did; that the high places remained, 
and the people corrupted their wayes; and 
that himfelfe did not enter into the Tem- 
ple . The Prophets that doe apperteine, 


and to the time that now wee ſpeake of, 
are onely Iſaiah, Amos, and Micah: of 
which, Iſaiah onely kept himſelfe to the 
Tewes alone ( Imeane in the firſt part of 
his prophecie, Which is all, as I noted be- 
fore, that we may ſeeke to for this mat 
ter) whereas both the others ſpake to the 
Iſaralites, and Iewes together. But they 
all eaſily may be — in a people that 
have ſuch Princes as we ſeethat Vzziah 
and Iotham were , For Iſaiah firſt rebu- 
keth them, not onely in matters that con- 
cerne Religion: but alſo for ſuch other 
vices, as may very well ſeeme to come 
from ſuch diſpoſitiõ as their Princes had. 
Concerning Religion, he plainely char- 
geth them that? they had caſt of the la 
of the Lord, and contemned the word of 
the holy one of Iſrael: and that they 
Thad groves and high places, and deli gh 
de 
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ted therein: and therefore did the Lord * nu. tg. 


earneſtly proteſt, that he miſſiked al their 
offrings & holy aſſemblies. As touching 
other vices among them, ſome he layeth 
to the charge of all generally: othersa- 
gue more ſpecially to the charge of 
ome.Generally to all, that wheras now, 


they ſhould haue! brought foorth the » 5.4; 
right or #atwrall grape, they made light < 5:19. 
of the threatning of God; and (were of az;g, * 


ſuch countenances » that, that thereby 
they made their fin manifeſt even as So- 
dome. More ſpecially hee noteth the 
reater ſort of them with two ſpeciall 
aults: both with hard dealing towardes 
others;and,whenſo ate come to im- 
moderate wealth, that then they wax in- 
ſolent and exceſſine therewith , Astou- 
ching their hard dealing, ſome part of it 
he ſeemeth to allot to thole that deale in 
adminiſtration of juſtice: and ſome part 
of it to others againe indifferently. Thoſe 
that deale in adminiſtration of juſtice he 


charged that : they loved gifts and follow- e ten · 
ed remardes: and that fin fredeof Inage- f5:7- 


ment : there was oppreſſion, ami in ſirede of 
righteouſnes,crying:That which he laid to 
the charge of others — them indifferent- 
5 17 . 


c 5h 


11715. 
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ly, was, that they joyned houſe to houſe 
and land to land, that they might dwell 
alone that their # handes were full of 


blood; that they & did eateup the vine- 


yeard : having the ſpoyle of the poore in 
their houſes, beating the people inpee- 
ces & grinding the very faces of the pore, 


As touching their owne inſolencie, and 


I 2:11.17» 


+. 
LY Str, 1 2. 


vas · a. 


Amos, 


* 

© 2 
40 

* 


26:3. 


exceſſehe chargeth them alſo, that they 
thad high lookes, and were hauty and 
loftie: & that not only all that ſort ofthẽ 
generally: gaue themſelves to immode- 
rate drinking & feaſting, & muſiche ioyned 
withall, no man regarding the worke of 
the Lord, but alſo thatꝰ the women were 
proude, nice, & vaine in their behaviour, & 
exceſſive and coſtly in their attire. Amos 
dealeth not very much with the Iewes 
(to ſpeake of) yet he alſo chargeth them 
both with great default towards religic; 
& with thoſe other vices beſides. In their 
default of religion he chargeth thẽ thus 
far, that they had caſt away the lame of 
the Lord, & not to have kept his Comman- 
dements:and that their lies, after which 
their fathers walked, cauſed them to erce, 
As touching thole other vices? he alſo do 
chargethẽ that they deale violenth with 
1 _ others, 
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others, or approch to the ſeat of iniquit : 
& that they take their caſe on their beds 15% 
of yvorie : live in abundãce & plentie, no- ci c. 
thing ſorrowing for the afflictiõ of Ioſeph; 

& that they /regard not Gods threatnings, 6:3. 
Micah likewiſe doth chargethem partly Micah, 
with cotumacie towards God: but eſpe- 

cially with hard dealing towardes their 
neighbour. As for the former he plainely 
ſaith,that* theyforbad the true Prophets * 2:6, 
to prophecy unto them, & choſe rather to 

hear men pleaſers. Astouching their hard 
dealing towardes others, firſt hee layeth 

that ſin to their charge: then he denoun- 

ceth certain judgements of God againſt 
them. Concerning that their ſin, he doth 
plainly tel the, that v they are full ofcru- 1. 
elty: that they * lie in wait for blood, & 7. 
that euery mi hũteth his neighbor with a 
net, that in thenighttimey deviſing what 7 * 
means to worke by on their beds, in the 
morning they ſet in hand with it, taking 

away fieldes and houſes by violence, op- 
preſſing a mi & his heritage together: that 

< themſelves being clothed do ſpoile o- 2218. 
thers of their garments, & that whe there 

is no war but peace, © they ſpare neither 15. 
womẽ nor childrẽ: that they * placke ofthe d. j. 
Hr frõ the pere, & their fleſn frõ q bones, 


| 
| 
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and chop them in peeces as fleſh to the 
pot, and then pray upon them: andthat 
ee: the beſt ofthem all is as a brier; and the 
; moſt rigbteoxs of them as a thorn-hedge, 
The judgementes of God that for theſe 
things, he denounceth againſt them, are 
4144 firſt as touching them ſelves , that *chey 
<x4 fſhall be utterly waſted, and : in their ne- 
ceſſity not be heard when they cry unto 
the Lord: then as touching the whole 
Fz:11; ſtate, that / fer their ſakes Zion ſhould be 
lowed, Ieruſalem ſhoulde bee made an 
—— , and that the mountain of 
the bowſe ſhould be as the high places of 

the foreſt. 

What 14 Hauing ſo found out what thoſe 
1 ſinnes were , that ſtorie of that præſent 
were. time doth lay to their charge, nowe may 

we with one labour beholde, both what 
thoſe fins were, with which the people 
were infected then, and which the Pro- 
phet would have them to leave, and turn 
to the Lofd: and what thoſe ſinnes were, 
which we alſo may thinke of on behalfe 
of our ſelves, ifſo it be, that by this occa- 
fion wethinke good now, inſome ſpeci- 
all maner to turne to the Lord. Concer- 
ning them, in Religion firſt we — 
1 75 ei 
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their Princes them ſelves were farreto InRel 
ſeeke ofthat ſinceritie and zeal,that was om 
to bee looked for of them , For though Naeh by 
they did not give themſelues to Idolatry chem, but 


as diuers others of their anceſtors had 
done, nor yet inhibit the ſervice of God 
by the law 2 : yet were they but 
weak profeſſors of Religion them ſelves, 
and tolerated much corruption beſides 
among their people. Vzziah, though he 
ſought the Lord, and did uprightly, in 
compariſon of many others: yet notwith- 
ſtanding had not his heart perfect, and 
plainely declared himſelfe to be very ig- 
norãt, or at leaſt very careles ofa known, 
and a principall point of the law of God. 
He was ſuch an husband, that it is leſſe 
maruel though he were but a meane Di- 
vine. Iotham his ſonne built a faire gate 
unto the Temple, but himſelfe did not 
enter into it. Though he laid open a vay 
unto others and that in faire, and honora- 
ble maner: yet himſelfe did take no bene- 
fit of it. It was well, that hee made a way 
to others: but it had beene much better, 
if he had takẽ the uſe thereofto him ſelfe 
likewiſe , And as for the people, itis 
plainely ſet done, that in the —_ of 
0 


In civile 
matters 


th 
vided well 


againſt the cially the father ) to fortifie Jeruſalem, 
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both theſe, they had the bighplaces, and 
worſhipped there: which was clean con- 
trary unto the rule that the Lawe præ- 
ſcribed , But ſeeing that we have ſo evi- 
dent teſtimonie of the 1gnorance of the 
one, and coldenes of the other, it is no 
great maryell,ifncither of them both did 
much regard it: the one, becauſe it may 
well be that the lawe of God, or at leaſt 
that it was not of ſo great importance; 
the other, for that himſelfe caring ſo 
litle as he did to frequent the Temple, he 
coulde leſſe miſlike of others that came 
there as litle as hee, but elſe-where be- 
ſtowed the devotion they had , It may 
be alſo that firſt hee himſelfe, and then 
the people together with him, refuſed. 
the Temple and worſhipped elſe- where, 
becauſe that Vzziah his father was in 
ſuch ſort ſtroken there for going to farre. 
For ſuch is the untowardnes ( or fro- 
wardnes rather) of the heart of man, 
that if they may not doe asthey would, 
neither will theyin any wiſe be brought 
to doe as they ſhould , In matters that 
concerne their civile eſtate, firſt that 
they both were ſo well given (but eſpe- 


and 
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and before hand to provide, and to have enemy but 
in a readines ſuch forces and furniture, Wee gries 
as were meete for the needefull defence hi 
ofthe State, it was not onely very com- people at 
mendable and honorable to themſelves: home. 
but alſo to great uſe to the Church of 

God. Forleruſalem had then enemies 

inow, and the people of God had other- 

wiſe been in danger ofthem. And yet be- 

cauſe that otherwiſe Religion was no 

better regarded, thereby it appeareth, 

that this tended not ſo much to the præ- 
ſeruation ofthe Church of God:as, either 

to their one honour, or to the maĩnte- 

nãce of their earthly eſtate. But thatthey 6 
were ſo very much given (eſpecially the — 
father) to encreaſe their priuate wealth, — 
that was not onely evill in it ſelſe: but, nat mecte 
no doubt, the oecaſion of much evill be- = = 
fides, It was ill in it ſelfe, firſt becauſe — 
the lawe of God æ did plainely ſette t De. 
downe, that ſuch asſhoulde bee Kings 

ouer his people, ſhoulde not multi- 

plie their treaſure , or endevour them- 

ſelves to encreaſe their riches; and, be- 

ſides that * præſcribed unto them ſuch 1 26. 
a diſtribution of the land among them, 5: 5s. 

as woulde not affoorde the Prince to s 
e 
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have any ſuch part to his owne proper 
uſe : then alſo, becauſe that it was not 
ſeemely, but very diſhonorable, that ſuch 
as ſhoulde make others rich, and attend 
the wealth ofall, ſhould ſo much bee gi- 
ven unto the loue of money themſelves, 
as ſuch kinde of exerciſe doth import 
that they were. Forotherwiſe , to what 
ende ſhoulde the. King of Indah have ſo 
much cat#le, in the vallezes, and in the 
plaine; yea even in the waſt or deſert pla- 
ces? To vrhat other ende ſhould he digge 
thoſe welt and ſet up thoſe new buildings 
of his for his heardes and flocks, and for 
ſuch as he had to attend upon them? To 


what other ende ſhoulde hee have ſuck 
fields and vineyardi, ploug h- om like wiſe, 
Much euil and dreſſers of vines. The evill that by oc- 


cometh 
thereby, 


caſion hereof might otherwiſe come, may 
be ſo much, and ſo very great, that hardly 
may any man think to find out or to rec- 
kon the ſame: inſomuch that the Apo- 
ſtle himſelfe doth account it the roote of 
all ill. But if we may find that ſuch things 
as the Prophets (as before was alleaged) 
did lay to the charge of that people, and 
of that time may juſtly bee imputed to 
this:th en ſhall that courſe * 
TA "Ln : or 
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for us; and we ſhall not neede to force 
any more upon it. For if the defect of re- 
ligion that thoſe Prophets doe charge 
them withall, and thoſe other vices, may 
be found to be of that nature, that they 
might proc eed of this, then is it no wrog 
ſo to conceave of ſuch inclination of 


theirs,and the matter that now we have 
in hand will be ſufficiently cleared like- 


wiſe, Firſt therefore as touching that de- Coldnes io 
fect of theirs in religion, without al quæ religion. 


ſtion it might eaſily come of this. For 
where ſoever there is ſuch a love of pti- 
uate wealth, & a nature diſpoſed, ſo buſi- 
ly to imploy it ſelfe, about thoſe inferior 
& earthly matters, there is religion ſoone 
let downe, or thriueth but ill, though af 
ter a ſort as yet it ſtand. But then if we 


Hard d 


cat 


come to thoſe other vices ( hard dealing ung with 


with others, andexceſſe in themſelves) others, 


thoſe are of ſuch nature, as that euery 
one may plainely ſee, how they may ve- 
ry kindely proceede of ſuch diſpoſition 
ofthoſe as before is deſcribed, For as for 
their hard dealing with others, when the 
Princes themſelves get into theit handes 
thoſe fields and vincyeardi, and had ſuch 
paſtaret, and were ſuch husbands for corne, 

a F cattle, 
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cattle, and wines, what others werethere 
in all that country (that had ability) that 
would not ſoone attempt the like: when 
as the Princes example had firſt ſet them 
an, and gave them beſides ſo good hope 
of protection for the time to come? And 
ſurely it is not unlikely, but that al gene- 
rally (eſpecially the greater ſort of them) 
did ſo follow on this naughty courſe ſo 
ill begun, that it is no marvel, though Iſa- 
iah complaine ſo earneſtly both of joy- 
ning houſe to houſe, & land to land, and be- 
ſides that, that when ſuch things come in 
quæſtion, and the weaker ſort were faine 
to ſeeke to the Magiſtrate for helpe, their 
oppreſſion notwithſtanding was litle ea- 
ed, and ſtill they had juſt cauſe to com- 
plaine. Mo marvel neither, though Micah 
do ſo grievouſly charge them, to be fullof 
crueltiezto lie in wait for blood, to hunt their 
ncighbors;to take away ſrom them their 
rounds, & houſes; to oppreſſe a man, and 
bis heritagezto ſpoil thẽ of their garments, 
intime e to ſ pare neither ſexe nor 
age;to pull of their ain; & to chep them 
in peecet unto the pot: and that the beſt of 
them all are ſo infected with his cotrup- 
tion, that although they deal much ſwore 
mode 
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moderatẽly in reſpect of the others, yet 
they alſo are in truth no better, in this 
kunde of dealing, then briurs and thornes, 


So likewiſe , for their exceſſe in them» Exceſſe in 


ſelves, it is, as we know, moſt commonly 
ſcene, that when men are come to im- 
moderate wealth, then doe they ſoone 
waxc wantons withall. And then no mar- 
yell, that Iſaiah doth ſo complaine of the 
high looks of that people, & that they were 
ſo haughtie & loftie ; that they were ſo gi- 
vẽ tofeaſting,arinking,& muſickg to make 
thẽſelves mery: & yet that in all this, they 
not hing regarded the worke of the Lord. No 
marveil neither, that the women of that 
time were grown now to ſucha faſhion, 
as that he is forced ſo to complaine both 
of their attire, and of their behaviour. And 
theſe thinges conſidered it is no marvell 
that Amos is ſo bolde, as to looke into 
the bed-chambers alſo of the wealthier 
ſort, and thence to bring us worde, that 
even in Zion they live at eaſe , and rake 
their pleaſure: and that none of them all. 
either is ſorie for the affliction of /oſeph, 
or elſe regardeth the threatnings of God. 
15 But to leave them, aud to come 
to our ſelves, firſt as touching Religion, 
. there 


% 


themſelves 
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Thatwe there is no quæſtion, but that wee are 
alſo may deepely & much beholding to God, for 
9 — that which we have alreadie among us: 
faults = as any ſuch people in theſe our dayes is, 
mong iis or heretofore to our knowledge hath 
b jc beene, ſince the world began. For of 6ur 
on, a godiy Superiors like wiſe, it may I truſt, as truely 
and a com- be ſaid, that they have done wpright/y,and 
— directed their waies aright in the ſight of the 
found in Cord: and both with Vzziah doe more 
in. ſpecialy ſeeke the Lorde ſometimes ; and 
with Iotham likewiſe haye repaired that 
high gate to the houſe of the Lorde, and 
made a readie way for all to come unto it 
that will. For whereas religion was cor- 
rupted before, and both ſuperſlition and 
idolatrie alſo were commonly taken for 
the true worſhip of God, they have laide 
the word of God before them, and made 
reformatiõ according to the level there- 
oftand beſides this generall reformation 
for all, ſomtimes beſides they ha ve more 
ſpecially ſought the Lorde, when ſome 
eciall cauſe hath ſo required;and when 
they have had concurring withal the di- 
rection of ſuch , as have dealt ſincerely 
with them in the name of the Lord. Like 
wiſe it is very cleare , that they have re- 
| paired 
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paired againe that high,and chiefe, and 
principall gate ofthe Temple, even Ieſus 
Chrifi(who ſaid himſelfe, that he was the 

ate or dere to the houſe ofthe Lord Jand 
1 not onely made a ready way for all 
to enter into the houſe of the Lorde; but 
alſo have beene at ſpeciall charges in re- 
pairing the ruines ofthe buildings them- 
ſelves that are to that uſe-But then ĩt is to the 
be doubted withall, that the infirmitic & — 
corruption that was in them, doth cleave ruption to 
ouer faſt to us like wiſe:& ſoconſequent- — — 
ly, that itis not done withaperfett heart; 
but rather as ſome Amaziah hath done, 
that is gone before us. For firſt as tous High pla⸗ 

High p 

ching that fault that was common to ces remay= 
them both, that is, that the high places — 2 
did ſtill remaine;and that the people did 
ſacrifice and burns incenſe there: that ſame 
fault may certainely be found overmuch 
with us to this præſent day that now we 
are in, if wee can rightly diſtinguiſh of 
thoſe high places , that are moſt likely 
here to be meant. For whereas they were 
all places of worſhip, but ſome of them 

tended to the worſhip of the ttue God, 
though not in ſuch ſort as his worde re- 

quired ( in which ſenſe Gibeon alſo, 
F 3 where 
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12. Ci. g. where the Tabernacle was for a time, #is 


1. Mg. ti⸗ 


termed an high place) othets againe to the 
worſhip of jdols( as thoſe places are ter- 
med that Salomõ builded to certain idols 
after that once he felto idclarry;& many 
others)it is not likely that the higb places 
which among them were ſaid to remain, 
were any of thoſe that belonged toidols: 


but onely of thoſe where the people were 


woont of old to worſhip the Lord;which 
notwithſtanding ought not to have bin, 
afterthat once God himſelf had appoin- 
ted the place where hee would be woor- 
ſlüpped. For if theſe had bin of that other 
ſort of high places, that is, of thoſe that 
were ordeined to the uſe ofidolatry, then 
could not theſe Kinges hat let them re- 


main, in any ſenſe have had that cõmen- 


dation, that they did uprightiy in the fight 
ofthe Lord, cc. Taking it therefore in the 
other ſenſe, their overſight or fault was 
this, that they did not make the people 
to come to Ieruſalẽ (as the Lord had ap- 
pointed) to worſhip there: but ſuffred thẽ 
to worſhip in divers other places, that 
they had before inured themſelves unto. 
In which ſenſe it doth challenge us alſo 


Herein to be offendors with them:thatis 


that 
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that wee alſo have high places remaining, 
whereſocver God is not worſhiped as he 
hath appointed, but onely after our owne 
cultome , For where ſoever the mainte- 
nance of inſtruction is taken away to pros 
phane uſes, and no other proviſion made 
for the needful reliefe ofthe people there 
(of which ſort there bee very many with 
us, and thoſe, for the moſt part, of the grea- 
reſt congregations alſo) there may we be 
ſure is an high place remaining: there doe 
the people worſhip, as they were woont; 
but not in ſuch ſort as the Lord hath ap- 


pointed. Which alſo may be a very good a 
cauſe, why, although the hiſtorie do give — 
them ſo good commendation , becauſe they are 


they did (in their weake maner) keepe to 
the Lord, and turned not aſide unto idols 
as others did: yet the Prophets doe ſo 
roundly charge the people of that time, 
as before we have heard, and namely 
that the Lorde was nowe growne to a 
great hatred of their aſſemblies, and 
utterly rejected, both their oblations, 
and them ſelves withall. And it is ve- 
ry much to bee doubted of us like- 
wiſe , that God alreadie hath, or elſe 
ſome may conceave ſuch an hatred , 
F 4 not 
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notonly ofthoſe aſſemblies that yet ds 
worſhip in theſe high places of ours(be- 
_ cauſe that they obtrude unto him, that 
whichin no wiſe hee can accept of) but 
alſo of all our other chiefe and higheſt 
aſſemblies like wiſe, even the belt that 
we have, though there we worſhip him 
never ſorightly , onely becauſe we doe 
but ſuffer thoſe others to have naught 
"FT elſe in effect but high places as yet, for lu- 
allo ſumes kers ſake. Thoſe that were proper to ei- 
what to ther of them, were but a couple: for ech 
or, and os ofthem, one. Vzziah medled ſomewhat 
= too farre in the Prieſts office: and Iotham 
came asfarre behind when as he entered 
not into the Temple. And how ſoeuer it 
bethat I doe not ſec,how we are in d an- 
er of that fault of Vzziah , unleſſe that 
r matters of religion we take our dire. 
ion otherwiſe, then from the learneder 
and godlier ſort of the Miniſtery(which, 
as Itake it, inſome reſpects is much to 
be doubted) yet in the other we may 
plainely ſee, that we alſo are very great 
offendors , divers of us abſenting our 
ſelves from the Church of an inward ha. 
tred unto it; and many moe for filthy lu- 


ker, paſtime, or eaſe; nicenes, or pride. 
And 
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And diligent ſearchers(L am perſwaded) 
might likewiſe find that whether it were 
the fault of Iotham or not, that he would 
not enter into the Temple, becauſe his 
father might not there doe what hee 
would;yetthat it might plainly be found 
in diuers of ùs, that there is no greater 
cauſe of the abſence of many of us: and 
that as Iotham that entered not into the 
Temple, neuertheleſſe beſtowed coſt on 
it; ſo it might be founde among us, that 
divers of thoſe thatin outwarde ſhewe 
beare a goodcountenance towardesthe 
Goſpell, and doe ſomewhat for it, yet ne- 
vertheleſſe hen neede requiteth are but 


diſſembling and looſe friends unto it. In In thoſe 
matters that concerne our ciuill eſtate _ ap 


likewiſe, itis very commendable that 
her Maieſty hathinſo good readineſſe 
ſuch proviſion of men,money,and furni- 
ture,as(God be thanked)ſhe hath on be- 
halfe of the ſtate againſt the enimieʒeſſ 
cially, ſceing that their quarrel is — 2 
the Goſpell, and to ſet up Popery againe: 
yet by the covetouſnes of ſome fe we, and 
to mainteine their exceſſe and riot, the 
common ſouldier is oft times ſo much 
defrauded of his pay, that himſelfe is di- 
F 5 firefled, 
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ſtreſſed, others diſcouraged, & her Maje- 
ſties ſervice not a litle defeated thereby, 
But if we come to thoſe other vices, ther- 
— in may we finde our ſelves ſo plainely de- 
— * ſcribed,& as it were ſo truly ſet out in our 
lively coulours, that the Prophets therein 
may ſeem, as much to have ſpoken before 
of us, as to have applied their ſpeach unto 
Not ſo thẽ᷑. For howſoever that the time hereto- 
much here fore hath been, whẽ thoſe vices were not 
dofore. to be found ſorife among us, as they are 
now: yet in theſe daies of ours they are 
grown to ſuch head, &every where are ſo 
commonly found, that now the Prophets 
may have thoſe ſaynges of theirs as fully 
verified in us, as at that time it may ſeeme 
that they were in the, When we were not 
only at variance among our ſelves (about 
the title of the Crowne, betwixt the two 
houſes of Yorke & Lancaſter, untill that ir 
pleaſed God of his goodnes to unite thẽ 
together in one) but alſo in ſo miſerable 
bondage to the Biſhop of Rome, that no 
body coulde have any comfortable frui- 
tiõ of lands or goods, thẽ was there made 
leſſe reckoning ofthem: then might the 
meaner ſort more quietly have the; & the 
were not our courts ſo peſtred with daily 
. ET Rr complaints 
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complaints of oppreſſion & fraud, northe 


judges themſelves to beſo eaſily charged 
with delayes, exceſſive charges, reſpect of 


perſons, & others ſuch like. But ſince the ,, n 
time that God hath vouchſafed us greater very 


mercies, that we may not onely have, but ly, 
alſo injoy in peaceable maner, both lands 
& goods, without the fear of any cõtrary 
parts at home, or of thoſe Romiſh publi- 
cans frõ abroad, that ſo inſatiably exacted 
of us what ſo ever we had: now are we all 
generally ſo ready to take the advantage 
of this opportunity, that though all doe 
ſcãble, & help them ſelves ſo well as they 
can; yet doe the mightier ſort overlay the 
weaker, & daily do prævail againſt them 
more & more. And ſo pręuailing, what is 
it they do, with that great & immoderate 
wealth that they have? What is it elſe but 
e ither that they make it a way, or readier 
meane to attaine unto more: or elſe to a- 
bound in ſuch exceſſe, as no words that 
theſe Prophets have uſed, are ſufficient to 
expreſſe the fame; nor former examples, 
in this country of ours, for many ages able 
to match it? In ſo much that exceſſe is 
much greater with us , then it was with 
them: and as for oppreſſion, both it 
is very rife among us (even the moſt 
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greevous , that the Prophets haue na- 
med) and when our Courtes are ſought 
unto for helpe , what by the exceſſiue 
chargeablencs they are come unto, and 
what by delayes ; and, when matters 
come toward ending,what by corrupti- 
on or re ſpect of perſons then, wee alſo 
may ſee, that our juſtice is very much 
turned to worme- wood and gall, and 
that oppreſſion may ſometimes be found 
in place ofjudgement, and crying out for 
lacke of help, where there ought to have 
The nature been æquity done. And ſeeing that theſe 
of chis had thinges are ſo rife among us, we are leſſe 
—— req to maruel, and withall to acknowledge 
may indif. his righteous judgements,that God hath 
ferent ſo touched us with this late ſcarcity : 
— * both for the abuſe of his plenty before, 
aur offices and for our hard dealing with our neigh- 
herein. boursalſo , Whereby wee alſo may the 
better be able to ſee, what theſe ſins are, 
whercof more ſpecially we are to repent, 
if ſo be that we are diſpoſed, by occaſion 
of this hande of God upon us, truely to 
turne our ſelves unto him. 
Of thoſe 16 Now toreturneto our Prophet a- 
better 9% that better eſtate, that afterwarde 


EE upon their repentance) by the pon 
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of God they were to enjoy gis of ſo great repentance 
and ſpeciall importance, that it ought to Nands the. 


wei my farre with them towards the 
working forth of their repentance, when 
as they were to enjoy ſuch bleſſinges 
thereby. And if wElikewiſe may aſſure 
our ſelves ofthe like mercies, when ſo e- 
ver we ſhall turne unto him, although I 
know that our hearts bee very heavie to 
ſuch a purpoſe: yet dare I before hand ſer 
downe this for moſt certaine, both that 
the benefites them ſelves which are pro- 
miſed here, are of ſuch importance, and 
that we are (in theſe dayes of the Goſ- 
pell) in ſo likely a way to obteine them, 
that eventhis conſideration onely ought 
to be of that account with us, as that we 
ſhould neede nothing elſe to moove us 
to ſuch a publike repentance, as in this 
place the Prophet doth call them unto. 
Therefore concerning that better eſtate 


of theirs, firſt the Prophet himſelfe doth 12744. 


promiſe it unto them generally:then, for 
the better aſſurance thereof, and the bet- 
ter to ſtrengthen them therein, he med- 
leth no further him ſelfe in that matter, 


but only v alle ageth how the Lord hath u * u 


anſwered already concerning the ſame. 
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In that the Prophet him ſelfe doth aſſure 
them of it generally we are to note, both 
what affection the Prophet declareth the 
Lord to beare towards his people: & how 
; favourably he is determined to deal with 
. thẽ. His affctian he noteth to be as jelou- 
what affc⸗ 

ction God ſie , that ſo they may the better lee how 
was to= unfeinedly he loveth the, & how hardly 
wards he. he cã abide that any hurt ſhould lie ups 
the: & that, according to this his inward 
afftetion;he meaneth to deal favourably, 

he ſheweth likewiſe, that notwithiſtã din 
they have other wiſe deſerved; yet will he 
ſpare them, or be gracious unto thẽ: Then 
coming to ſnew thẽ what the Lord hath 
2 23:39-27- anſwered for that matter ifirſt he ſheweth 
what the Lorde hath anſwered cõcerning 
the removing or taking away of their 
0 2:28-3:21. præſent calamitie: * then conceming cer- 
rain other bleſſings beſides of greater im- 
portance, which the Lorde, 5 better to 
ſtrengthen them in the aſſurance of this 
his promiſe, declareth himſelfe to be fully 
minded in time to come to beſtow upon 
them. Concerning the remooving oftheir 
r 19% · preſent calamitie, ? firſt he telleth them 
q$2:21-233 What he will doe: ? then he raiſeth up the 
hearts of them all to the aſſurance - = 
i l at 


\ 
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That which he will doe, tendeth to their Then what 
helpe as touching the calamity that then Prot _ 
they were in: and firſt as touching the fame: firſt 
needefull reliefe of their bodies; then as how that: 
touching the reproach that there withall mur et 
they ſuſteined( of which alſo : themſelues theirs 
had complained before) by having ſuch ſhould be 
a plague caſt upon them. Concerning the 2 — 
needful relief of their bodies ſhe doth not 2715. 
onely promiſe to ſende them corne, wine, _ 
and vile bur alſo in ſo plentifull maner, have con= 
that notwichſtanding this their famine venient rex 
now, yetthenthatthey be fully ſatisfied, lid oi che 
Concerning the reproach that thereby reproach 
they ſuſteined, firſt he ſpeaketh thereof alſo, 
unto them for the time to come general- 

ly: then more ſpecially of their deliverie 

from that reproach that then they were 

ia . Generally hee telleth them that he: us. 
wil no more make them areproach among 

the heathen. More ſpecially concernin 

this reproach that now they were in, Gull 

he telleth them howe they ſhall be de- 

livered from it: then hee remooveth 

out of the way a doubt that otherwiſe 

might trouble them, or ſheweth a rea- 

ſon why he will ſo doe. In telling them 

how they ſhall be delivered * he giveth? 229. 
e them 
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them to underſtand, that he will make 
ſuch a diſpatch of that army of noyſome 
creatures, as that both themſelves ſhall 
be delivered from their annoyance : and 
that, the better to aboliſh this reproach 
from them, itſball be done in ſuch ſort, 
as that it may plainely appeare, that the 
Lord hath dono it on behalfe of his peo- 
ple, both by ſcattering them away into 
the North, South, Eaſt, and Weſt; and for 
that their ſtinch or corruption ſhall bee 
great. That the ſenſe of the other is di - 


vers, it hangeth vppon the diuers rea- 


ding. For if wee reade, although it 
bath exaltedit ſelſe = is, the armie a- 
foreſaid) to doe this,then doth he remove 
out of the way a doubt that otherwiſe 
might trouble them. But if we read, be- 
cauſeit hath exaltedit ſelfe,cc.then is it a 
reaſon, why the Lorde would ſo deſtroy 
them. Either of which may ſtand very 
well, andtothe comfort of thoſe that 
were diſtreſſed thereby. The better to 
raiſe up the hearts of them all to the aſſu- 


rance of it, he altogether direRoth his 


ſpeach to that end: and firſt tothe crea- 
tures from whom a good part of this 
their reliefe ſhould come; and then _ 
the 


Out of the Propbet Joel. ot 
the peoplethemſelyes , Thoſe creatures 
that he ſpeaketh unto, are firſt the earth 
then, next thereunto, the beaſt of the 

field. Speaking to the earth both hee „ . 
forbiddethit to Fear, and allo willeth it 

ro be glad and reioyce: and addeth a (ge- 
nerall) reaſon why, that this, becauſe he 

Lord will doe moſt woonder fully. Spea- 

king to the beaſtes of the fetde likewiſe, 
both he forbiddeth them to fear: and 22522 
addeth a reaſon that is more ſpeciall,but 

one patt of it verie necte, that is, becauſe 

the paſtures, even of the wildernes,ſhould 

be greene; the other ſome what farther 

of , that is to ſay , becauſe the tres 
ſhould beare her fruite, the fig tree and 
vine ſhould give their force, Ihen com- 
ming to ſpeake to the people themſelves, 
therein have we to conſider, ho they 

are to whom he now ſpeaketh ſo com- 
fortably:then what it is he ſaith unto the. 
Thoſe ro whom he ſpeaketh ſo comfor- 
tably,are* the children of Z ion, or the re- 
pentane and faithful people, That which 

he ſpeaketh unto them, doth moſt of all 418g. 
concerne his mercies towardes them for 
this præſent time: but ſome part of it is, 

of the extending foorth of the ſame — 
G e 
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the time to come · That which concer: 
neth the præſent time reſteth in two 
principall points: firſt exhorting them 
to rejoice ; then ſhewing foorth divers 
good reaſons vhy they ſhoulde ſo doe. 
In that he exhorteth them to rejoice, 
we are to note, that he doth *not onely 
will them to reioict and be glad but al- 
ſo that hee preſcribeth unto them the 
manner of it;thatis, that it mult be in the 
Lord, 

The reaſons he addeth to tende to 
this ende, to ſhewe howe notably he 
meaneth to refreſh them: firſt ſhew- 
ing that hee will give them victuals a- 
gaine; then alſo declaring, in how plen- 
tifull manner he will doe it. The bet- 
ter to confirme them inthe former, firſt 
he aſſureth them of ſeaſonable weather: 
then hee telleth them howe fruitfull 
thoſe yeares ſhall bee thereby. Con- 
cerning the weather, he ſaith, that be 
will give unto them? raine and ſhowers 
- juſtin their ſeaſon, and ſo ſoone as ever 
. neede requireth , Concerning the o- 
ther, he ſheweth that thoſe yeres ſhould 
be ſo fruitfull,“ that their barzes ſhoulde 
be full of wheate; and their preſſerrunne 


Over 
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over with wine and oile. The better to 

ſhewe foorth in howe plencifull man- 

ner he will doe it, hee telle th them, 

that he will doc it ſo plentifully , that 

them ſelves ſhall * both be recompenced 126. 

for the loſſe that they had by that great 

hoſt ot his of thoſe noyſome creatures: 

and / eating continually ſhall be ſariſ- ru. 

fied ; and hat in ſuch ſort, that they 

{hall praiſe the name of the Lord their 

God that dealt ſo mwarvelonſly with 

them. In that which tendeth to ſhew 

how this his mercie is extended foorth 

to the time to come, we are to conſid er 

firſt what it is that hee ſaith of that mat- 

ter: then how he repeateth ſome part of 

it againe. That which he ſaich of that 

matter, is , firſt that his people ſhall ne- t unc. 

ver be aſhamed : then , on the other 

fide , that“ they ſhall uwe, that heg b =37 

is in the middeſt of Iſrael; that be ir the 

Lord their God, and that there is a 

other. That which he repeateth again, 

is, that? his people ſhall never after be cops i 2:27, 

founded again, > 2:47] 

| 17 Herein alſo to remember our The like 
ſelves , firſt as touching that affection af affcQion 


of God to 


God towards them, it was in deede very Wards üs. 
771 G 2 great, 
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great, that he could put on the whole po- 
wer of elouſic on their behalfe, and that 
in ſuch ſort as it doth apperteine unto his 
nature, that is, very fully, or in the high- 
eſt degree that can be. Let notwithſtan- 
ding, if we conſider the great and ſingulat 
bleſſinges that he hath alreadie in theſe 
daies of the Goſpel heſtowed upon us, & 
how many wais he hath already oft times 
declared his favour towardsus, both at 
home among ourſelves, and abroade a- 
againſt our enemies by ſea, and by land; 
in peace, and in warte; in Religion, and 
matters of State; and how ſo ever elſe: it 
oughtſ no doubt) to be fo farre of, for any 
man to thinke ĩt over bolde a part, fox us 
to account of the like favour of his to- 
wardes us alſo, (if we truely turne unto 
him) that rather we offende if wee doe it 
not, and doe over much call into quæſti- 
on his goodnestowardes us, whenhee 
hath already ſo many waies ſo much de- 
elared the ſame. And ifhe beſo well in- 
elined towards us; we neede not doubt, 
but that in theſe, and al things els, he wil 
be readie to deale with us accordingly. 
The as touching the remooving ofthoſe 
evils, iat of late were, or yet are hanging 
= upon 


4 
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upon us, as he did aſſure them, that ſo far Hov likes 
— it — the releef of their bodies, — 
he would not only caſe them of that ex - now delia 
treame famine, but alſo bleſſe them with ver alſo, 
great plenty: ſo likewiſe we may cõceave, from ths 
that he may be induced in ſuch ſort to hi ups ue. 
deale with us alſo upon our repentance, 
not only becauſe that he ever is very gra- 
cCious to all that turne unto him; but alſo 
becauſe he hath already caſed us of a 
good partofour ſcarcity, & for this yere 
that now cometh in, he hath hitherto gi- 
venchis name be ever bleſſed therefore)as 
great tokens of ſpeciall plenty, as at any 
time heretofore for theſe many yeres we 
have lightly had. In like mancr,whercas 
he promiſed, todeliverthem of that re- 
proach,for that matter he is before-hand 
with us: partly forthat he hath holpen us 
fo far alredy, and our ſcarcity when it was 
at the worſt, yet was it not ſo extremeſ by 
any want that God hath ſent us, but only 
by the hardnes of greedy men) as that 
any way it might turn us, or our profeſſi- 
on unto reproach ; and partly for that o- 
thers of our neighbours that are about 
us , and ſubject unto Popery yet ( from 
whom our reproach doth ever ariſe, u hẽ- 
(3 - ſoever 
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ſoever they have any advantage agamſt us; 
were then, & yet are, as it is {aid,much more 
ſtreightned by it, thẽ we. And as, to the end 
that he might better lift up the harts of that 
people to the aſſurãce of theſe his promiſes, 
he turne th his talk unto the earth, & to the 
creatures that are therein, willing them no 
more to fear, but to rejoice in teſpect af that 
plenty that now was towards them: ſo ma 

we ſee, that already he hath in ſuch ſort ſpo- 
ken unto the earth on our behalf, that wel it 
may rejoice our hearts now to behold it; & 
therby alſo doth ſo comfort & cheete thoſe 
creatures that ar therin, that they alſo muſt 
needs be joiful to ſee the earth intharlikeli- 
hood, to be ſo well repleniſhed with àl ſuch 
things as they do need. But where as he pro- 
miſed them, that he would make ſo clean a 
riddance of thoſe noyſome creatures that 
they ſhould be ſcattred into all quarters far 
from them, & that their ſtinch ſhould ariſe 
up unto heaven;although we cannot ſee the 
ſame in this caſe of ours, becauſe our ſcarci- 
tie did not come by ſuch noyſome creatures, 
but onely by that immoderate moyſture in 
ſeede time & harveſt: yet may we ſee, that in 

effect he hath done it in eaſing ustherof fo 
much as weſee aliedy he hath — = 


* 
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performance thereof we may hope, both in 
this, & in the re ſidue of thoſe evils that now 
are on us, or otherwiſe may ſeeme to hang o- 
yer our heads, & to be in a redines to fall upõ 
us. Then ĩf we come to the people thẽ ſelves 
to whom he doth ſo comfortably ſpeake, we 
alſo muſtnote, that where as they are none 
others but the children of Zion; neither may 
we look to find that favour with him, unles 
we ſort our ſelves to that cõpany. The mer- 
cies of God towards his are great: but ever 
(lightly)reſtrained withall to thoſethatare 
his, Though the tree be never ſo full of ſap: 
yet no part ofit is lighely imparted, but on- 
ly unto ſuch boughs & branches as belong 
therunto.As for the reſidue herein he pto- 
miſeth to relieve their neceſſity, & to doe it 
in ſo plentifull maner, we may very wel, upõ 
our repentãce, aſſure our ſelves oſthat point 
of favour alſo, both beeaufe he is a God of ſo 
great favour towards thoſe that ſcek him, - 
ecauſe that in helping us ſo far already, he 
hath put us in hope, that he meaneth the 
full performance of it: & if we cõtinue in his 
feare, that he will ne ver give us up unto the 
reproach of any of our enemies whatſoever. 
18 Concerning thoſe other greater 
bleſſinges, which the Lord for their better 
G 4 ſtrengthe- 


195 . es 

Of thoſe ſtrengthening in this, did, now declare 
othesblct> himmſelfe to he fully purpoſed( in time to 
ſides. come) to beſtowe upon them, the Pro- 
K arb . p het nameth a couple: & a further mani- 
1 31.1. feſtation of the truth: and there withall! a 
notable protection from their enemios. 
A further As touching that further manifeſtation 
uon af tnc of the Truth becauſe that whenſoever it 
Truth. cometh abroad into the world, it doth 
come, not only in mercy to them that be- 
lee ve, hut alſo in judgement to thoſe that 

are incredulous & diſobedient (and that 

on behalfe of his people alſo ] therefore 
doth the Prophet in this place declate, in 

what ſort it ſhall be giveato Hoth thoſe 
= 2:23,29+ ſotts: ® how wercifully and graciouſſy 
n 20 · za · towards thoſe that beleeve; and® in how 
ſtrange, and fearful maner to choſe that 
Ho mer⸗ belceve not. How mercifully and graci- 
_— e ouſly it doth proceede.towardes theſe 
that bes That belecye,we may gather, both in reſ- 
leere. pect of the thing it ſelfe: and in reſpect of 
the effect that in them it ſhould worke. 
The thing it ſelf doth natably witnes the 
mercy of God; both in teſpect of the na- 
ture of it; and becauſe it is ſo abundantly 

given. In reſpect of the nature of it, it is 
nid to be the git of the Spirit: 2 
: ame 


Ont of cho Prophet oe, 04 
Spirit of Cod. Iris alſo abun» 


ſame the 4. Iris 4 | 
dennly ghee — it is ſaid $0.be? pow t 


red forthꝛand upon al fleſr. The effect that 
in them it worketh, is firſt ſet dow ne ge- 
nerally: then more ſpecially, Generally it 


is ſaid. thats their ſannes and their dangh 1 2:22, 


rers ſhould prophecie:that is, that the ge- 
neration that was to come ſhould be al 
generally endewed with that light of 
the truth, that they ſhoulde. be able 
to prepheci, both in reſpec of the truth 
of the thing i ſelf; and eſpecially , in 
reſpect of that meaſure of knowledge, 
that in thoſe daies of former time God 
vouchſaſed for to beſto on the children 
of men , More ſpecially it is deſcribed. 
both inreſpeR of the excellencie of the 
— {elf that is give unto them: 
and in re ſpect of the perſons to whom it 
is given. Ihe excellencie of the knows 
ledeeit ſelf is nated to be great, in that t 
is compared to thoſe dreamer and viſions . 1:48; 
1 — 

himſelf, and his wil and pleaſure known 
to his people. In reſpect ofthe perſons to 
whom it is given, it is alſo commended, 
when as it is ſaid to be ſo generally given 
forth unto al, as that al eſtates ſhall be 
G 5 very 


y it pleaſed God of old, ro make — 


x 210, ix. 
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very fully poſſeſſed of it , To that ende he 


nameth not = the old andyoogyy hich 


are, fot the BR moſt eſtrãged from 
ſuch matters: but alſo even their very 
bond men, and bond -· women, wo are yet 


further õf then the others, both becauſe 


their Maſters make no ſuch account of 
them; and becauſe that them ſelves, be- 
ing in that miſcrie that commonly they 
are in, have no joy in any ſuch matter to 
attaine unto it. In ſerting foorth how 
ſtrangely and fearefully this manifeſta- 
tion of the truth ſhall appeare unto o- 
thers (which alſo he doth to their com- 
fort, as before is noted) : firſt he ſetteth 
| portion t 

ſhalt have therein: and I they howe the 
ſaithfüll , in this execution of heavie: 
judgements on thoſe , ſhall notwithſtan- 
ding them · ſelves eſcape dr be in =P | 

the 


& The portion that thoſe others, that is, 
—— 


belervt 


not. 


: : incredulous and diſobedient, ſhall have 
therein, is ſer foorth by the nature ofthe 


things them ſelves: and by the limitati- 
on of time chat is put unto them. The 
chings tkem ſelves are of that nature, as 
that they boade unto thEm great confu- 
ſion: which is ſet downe fult yore 
| "EE then 
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then more ſpecially . Generally it is 


ſaide, that there ſhall be C wonders or = 2:30; 


Enes in tbe heauour, and in the earth, that 
13, that on every fide, or which way ſo 
ever they ſhall turne them ſelves, whe- 
ther they caſt their eyes but about them 
on the earth, or whether they tume them 
vp unto heaven, they ſhall ſee that they 
are com about with confuſion: 
with evident teſtimonies ; both zhac ſuch 
manifeſtationis of God; and that them 


ves are — with the judge · 
ments of God, betauſe they do not obey 
the truth. More ſpecially certainare rec- 
koned up, firſt in the earth: then in the 
heavens, In the earth firſt he reckoneth a 
couple: then heproſecuterh the one of 
them a litle further. Thoſe that he doth 


fic recken, are · blood and fier : by which a2 


ſome ſpeciall deſtructiõ is comonly ſigni- 
fied, as we alſo in dur toung do mean the 
like by fier & ſword, 82 not much 
unlike unto them. He proſeeute the 


one a litle further, by adding to the fer 
that which hee ſpeaketh of * pillers of » 2730 
ſmoke, orthe breaking out and riſing up 
of ſmoke:by which it ſemeth that he doth 
mean, both that the fie ſhal have plẽty of 


Marter 
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matter to conſume, wherupon that 

ſhal come; and that them ſelves, thats, 
theincredulous ſhal have no part of the 
Trath light unto them , but al to be as 
dark as [wokg, In the heavens likewiſe are 
other rwo:that even the · Sun it ſelf ſhould 
be turned into darknes; & the Mone into 
blood. By which dar knes of the Sus he 
may ſignifie to the, that they ſhal ſee no 
light at al in the /ight it ſelf: & by which 
bloodines of the Moons, it may be like · 
wiſe that he doth ſigniſie, that whereas 
the Moone is ordeined of God to be the 
infirument, to ſend uver to us ſome part 
ofthelight ofthe Sun in the night ſeaſon, 
now becauſe they refuſed the light ofthe 
Sun it ſe li, and winked at it, d ſig- 
niſie nothing but blood or deſtruction to 
them, for their unbelief. The limitation of 
time that is put hereunto , is, 4before tb 
great and terrible day of the Lord doe come. 
Whereby it ſeemet h the Prophet doth 
mean, both that by theſe things the Lord 
will make a way to thoſe his judgements 
in that great and terribleday , when he 

ſhall judge the quick and the dead, and 

the world by fier: and that the Lord wil 


not keepe in all his yengeance till then. 


bunt 
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but wil be doing in the meane while, to 
the confuſion of his enemies; and to the 

comfort of his ſervants , Concerning the 

fafety of the faithful, in thoſe heauy 
judgements a$ainſtunbeleevers, firſtthe . 
Prophet doth ſet it down:then he confir- 
meth or prooueth the ſame. He ſetteth ir 


down when as he ſaith , that *whoſoever e 246 
ſhall call on the name of the Lorde ſhall be | 


ſafe, Whereby he teacheth,notonly that 
all ſuch ſhalbe ſafe: but alſo that to call on 
the name of the Lord, is the note or mark of 
the people of God, and which ſhould in 
thoſe daies be ſafe. His proofe or confir- 
mation thereofhe buildeth on the privi- 
ledge of the place t and on the ſpeciall 
calling of God. Concerning the place, 
both he nameth / mont Zion , and the ,,. 
whole citie Jeruſalem: and a ſſureth them 
of that deliverance, that the Lord before 
had promiſed. As touehing the other, 
# both he noteth ; that it ſhall be thoſe . 
whom the Lord ſnall call : and, that thoſe 
ſhalbe but areament neither. | 
19 As touching our ſelves, as the Pro- 


We alſo 
ought to 


phet doth here make mention hereof an- account 
to them, inthe way of a ſpeeiall blefſing; Gall K* 


ſo are y to take it likewiſe (is ver well 
* 
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we may throughout the whole if ve entet 
into any ſpeciall conſideration of it:) 
both in reſpect that it is a further mani- 
feſtation of the Truth; and for that it pro- 
ceedeth or cometh in ſuc} manner as it 


Both in res doth. For conſidering no more, but only 


ſpect ot 
the thing 


it ſe}f, 


that it is a further manifeſtation of the 
Truth, yet herein onely we may perceave 
it, becauſe that fleſh and blood, and the 
whole power of man may labbur long to 
attain unto it; and yet never obtein it: as 


we in theſe daics may plainly behold;firſt 


in out ſelves, then alſo in others. For how 


gladly would our godly fore- fathers have 
ſeen theſe daies, that we now ſee, and yet 
they could not: & how earneſtly do many 


in theſe daics wiſh, ſome of us any kind of 
reformation what ſo ever, others again a 


much better then yet we have, & ſuch as 

is here deſcribed unto us; and yet who 

knoweth not how ſhort we are yet from 

either of both? If therefore our true and 
harty — now (upon this occaſi- 

on) might procure us ſo great a bleſſing 

beſides, there is no man but ſeeth, how 

earneſtly it were to he laboured of us all: 

bothto obtein the thing it ſclf;8 to ſave 
much of that unprofitable labour, that a+ 
3 cherwiſe 
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therwiſe we have beſtowed about it to li- 
tle purpoſe, & yet may, we know not how 
long, nor how vnprofitably, unleſſe we 
take that courſe, that the Prophet here 
przſccibeth unto us. But if we conſider in And 2 
what maner this reformatiõ proceedeth, cat mas 
that in this place the Prophet doth ſpeak ner, her- 
of, or what kinde of manifeſtation ir is Þy it pros 
there may we much more plainly ſee, how N 
much this bleſſing is to be wiſhed: not on- 
ly becauſe that it doth proceede in ſo gra- 
cious maner towards thoſe that receave 
itzbut alſo in reſpect ofthoſe things like- 
wiſe, thatdo appertein to thoſe that refuſe 
it. For as touching thoſe that receve it, we Towards 
ſee it is in ſuch ſort beſtowed on them, as — = 
they are made able therby to prophecy & 
not only al the ſort of them generally, but 
eſpecially alſo, ſuch as no body would 
look for, the old & the yõg, &, that which 
is moſt, evẽ the very bond. ſlaues the ſeives, 
With us yet, the elder ſort ate too old to 
learn & the yonger are over wanton, and 
care not for it: but the poorer ſort eſpeci- 
ally (ſuch as lived before like men, & now 
by their unmerciful Lords are brought ſo 
low, that they may rather be accounted 
bond: chen free are in ſo great and urgent 

0 oy” : diſtreſſe, 


2 — 


Fi » — 
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diſtreſſe, in reſpectoftheit bodily neceſſi» 
ties, that as they have no hearts unto it, 
being ſo much overwhelmed with their 
miſerable eſtate as they are; ſo have they 
not ſo much as any convenient laiſure, 
nor comfort neither, to goe about it, 
would they never ſo fain. It is long thete- 
fore, in the courſe that we are, before that 
the eldet and yonger ſort with us, and 
eſpecially thoſe that are ſo fleeſed or 
ſpoiled by others, will bee ableto attaine 
to the light that nowe isſpoken of, in 
fuch meaſure as here is deſcribed . It 
were well if they underſtoode ( in ſome 
reaſonable manner ) ſuch thinges as 
were good and needefull for them to 
know:but to be able to teach others like- 
wiſe, that is a point ſo far beyond al like- 
lihood for them to att aine unto, that we 
may rather wiſh it with great doubt ne- 
ver to ſee it;then with hope expect it, as 
though we might to the full obtaine it, 
But if we could truly repentus of our for- 
mer ill waies and turne to the Lord, as by 
this aforeſaide occaſion we may juſtly 
ſinde our ſelves provoked to doe, then 
would the Lord, we neede not to doubt 
affoord us the ſame meaſure of * 

3 * 
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that is promiſed here : then ſhould weall 
be able to prophecie; our oldemen then 
would dreame ſuch dreames, our young 
folke likewiſe would fee viſions, and the 
Spirit of God ſhould reſt eyen on bonds 
or villains . And ſeeing that alreadie we 
have, in divers particulars, experience of 
itſ and that in ſo comfortable meaſure, as 
many have) even that onely ought to be 
ſufficient to teach us, that the good work 
that is alreadie begun, ſhoulde ſoone be 
perfited, if our ſelves were no hinderance 


unto it, In thoſe things that doe apper- And thoſe 
fule it We may ſee that refule 


taine to them that re 
that it woulde be a ſpeciall bleſſing like- 
wiſe, partly in reſpect of thejudgements 
that belong to the wicked: and partly in 
reſpect of the ſafety ofthe faithful, in the 
middeſt of all thoſe dangers. In reſpect of 
the judgements that belong to the wie- 
ked we may perceave it, if not for that it 
is ſo noted by the Prophet here: yet be- 
c auſe that our ſelves alreadie have ſome 
experience of it. For now alſo may we in 
ſome meaſure ſee, that ſuch as àre diſobe- 
dient unto this mereifull calling of God, 
are altogether in dar kenes, and ſtand a- 
maſed:and many waies pull dow ne upon 
them 
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them the fearefull, but juſt judgements of 
Cod. And becauſe that, by their incre- 
dulitie and hardnes of heart, the Sun it 
ſelfe is darkenes with them: why ſhould 
not the Moone be turned into b/ood likes 
wiſe? It is not meete, that ſuch as ſo wil- 
fully re ſiſt the known and manifeſt truth, 
ſhould have any light to them derived, 
by ſuch meanes as God hath provided 
to that purpoſe: but much rather in 
ſteede thereof, ſhould have naught elle, 
but manifeſt tokens of fearefull judge- 
ments. To whom therefore by their owne 
infidelitie , the Sun is darkened: to thoſe 
15it meete, in the juſtice of God, that the 
Moon ſhould be turned into blood likes 
wiſc. 
And becauſe that already wee ſee, 
in ſome meaſure this is done, as it is to 
the glorie of God, that the contempt 
of his Truth is ſo avenged , before that 
great and fearefull day; ſo is it to the 
ſtrengthening of the weake likewiſe, 
that thereby perceave , that there is a 
God whoſe throne is in heaven, and 
whole eyes conſider the children of men: 
and that he with cheerefull countenance 
beholdeth the juſt, and raineth on others 
| ſnares 
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ſnares and tempeſts, and many other to- 
kens of his diſpleaſure, to be unto them 
a portion to drinke . But that the faith- 
full in all theſe daungers are (till pre» 
ſerved, that muſt nee des very ſoone ap- 
peare to be a great and a ſpeciall bleſ- 
ting, both in reſpect of that ſafety that 
them ſelves enjoy: and in reſpect of the 
daunger that others are in, For it is 
no ſina!l thing, to be exempted from 
ſuch perils, and to bee withdrawne 
from ſo heavie a wrath of God: but 
when we conſider howe thoſe others 
are overtaken therein, and howe faſt 
they are (as it were) chained up un- 
to perdition, then is the ſafety of the 
faithfull ſo much the more an evident 
reſtimonie of the goodneſſe of GOD 
towardes them, and ſo much more 
comfortable vnto them ſelves, that ſee 
what a difference G O D hath put put 
betwixt them and others , In which 
place alſo it is good to take it unto our 
ſelves, that to call on the name of the 
Lord, is by the Prophet here ſet downe, as 
a marke of choſe that ſhall be ſafe : and 
that otherwiſe the privileges of the 
place, and outyarde calling, ate to litle 

H 2 purpoſe, 


A notable 
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purpoſe, becauſe the Prophet doth joine 
or couple them ſo neere together. In ſo- 
much that we alſo may ſee, who they are 
unto whom this ſafetie is due: and that 
neither our Zion, nor Jeruſalem neither, 
nor yet our out warde or common calling 
as we ate Chriſtiãs (or Catholicks rather, 
as ſome have better delight to ſpeake) are 
to any purpoſe to procure us this kind of 
ſafetie, but ſo far as we finde that inward 
truth concurring with all, that we are of 
the number of thoſe, that put by all o- 
thers, and in all our neceſſities euer call on 
the name of the Lord, The privileges of Zi- 
on and of Ierufalem were very great, and 
it was no ſmall matter, to haue beene an 
Iſraelite, or a Iewe, by lineal deſcent: but 
yet notwithſtanding they came to no 
proofe without that other; and without 
which they deceaved them ſelves, and e- 
ver had their greateſt glorie redounding 
backe upon — with double ſhame. 
20 As touching the other bleſſing , 


protetion that is, that protection of theirs againſt 
again 

their ene 
mics. 


their enemies, he followeth on that in all 

the thitd Chapter: and to the end he may 

better declare it, he ſetteth downe (as it 

were, in their right, and proper col 2 
| ot 


” Ml 
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both the * wretched eſtate of the one; & & z:r-17, 

the# bleſſed eſtate ofthe other, Concer. 1z:18-2r. 

ning the wretched eſtate of the enemie, — 

&firlt he ſetteth it down plaine in ſpeach: of the ene- 

afterward hee d oth more fully expreſſe mic, . 

and illuſtrate the ſame; by a figure of 117. 

great dignitie. In that which he ſpeaketh 

plainely of them, firſt he ſpeaketh * of all «= zs. 

generally: then he directeth his talke to 

» certaine of them more ſpecially. In that 2224-8. 

which he ſpeaketh of all generally, firſt 

he ſetteth downe what he will doe: then — gh 

he ſheweth what is the cauſe why he wil their ene- 

ſo doe. That which he will doe he de- mies (for 

ſcribeth unto us, both by the nature or — — 

ſubſtance ofthe thing it ſelfe: and by cer- rally, 

taine circumſtances thereunto appertai- 

ning. The thing it ſelfe that he will doe, 

as touching the ſubſtance or nature of it, 

reſteth in two points: that he will gather o zu. 

all nations together; and plead with them 

for his people, and for his heritage the chil - 

dren of Iſrael. The circumſtances hereun- 

to apperteining, are two: the one, of the 

time; the other, of the place. In the cir- The time. 

cumſtance of the time he ſhewethb, that it 

muſt be? in thoſe dares ( when he would p xr. 

poure foorth his Spirit, as before hede- 
3 clacgd:) 


179 


The place. 


T 1:2, 
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clared: ) and in that time, when he would 
bring againe the captivitie of Iudah and 
Ieruſalem. For firſt there was to come on 
that people a time of wrath becauſe of 
their ſinnes, in which they were to be poſ- 
ſeſſed by the hand of their enemies: but 
afterward by the goodnes of Cod, they 
were to be brought home againe; which 
is the time that now he doth ſpeake of. 
Concerning the circũſtance of the place, 
it is ſet downe that this ſhall be done in 
the vale of [ehoſhaphat: whereby may be 
noted, that the Lord would ſo deal with 
the enemies of his people, both before 
the faces of the, to their greater comfort; 
& in wonderful triumphãt maner. It may 
note that he woulde execute his judge- 
ments on the, even before the face of his 
people, becauſe that this vale of Ichoſpa- 
phat was before the citie Ieruſalem & the 
mount of Zion that before he ſpake of. It 
may likewiſe note, that he would do it in 
wonderful triũ phant maner;becauſe that 
the ſtorie, whence that vallie tooke his 
name, importeth ſuch a matter very 
plainly, as the/text it ſelfrecordeth, For 
there Ichoſhaphat triumphed over the 
Ammonites, Moabites, & Idumæãs with- 
| out 


Ontofthe Prophet Noct. 120 


Sur any conflict; but only in praiſing the 

name ofthe Lord: and the ſpoile beſides 

was ſo great, that it held them occupied 

three daies to gather it. The cauſe why The cauſe 
he woulde ſo doe, is becauſe they have Nh. 
done ſuch wrong to the people of God: 

& made ſo light accoũt of them. Wrong 

they had done them, becauſe they had : 2:, 
both ſcattered his people among the na- 

tions: and beſides, had parted their land a- 

mong them. They made light of them 
likewiſe, » both becauſe they caſt lots for . 
them: and gave them for naught a boy for 

an harlot ; and a girle for a cup of wine. In 

that wherein he directeth his talke to What 
certain of them more ſpecially, we are to - * 
conſider, to whom he ſpeaketh: and what more ſpe⸗ 
it is that he ſaith unto them. Thoſe to cially. | 
whom he ſpeaketh are * certaine ene- x34. 
mies bordering on them: two principall 
cities; and an whole country beſides, 
Thoſe principall cities were Tyr, and 
Zidon, great Townes of Mart eſpecial- 

ly the former : the Country was the 
Lande of Paleſtine, bordering upon 
them. That which he faith unto them 

is 7 firſt concerning their fault where- ;:; c. 
with hee doth charge them: and, 

H 4 then 


* 37,8. 
Firſt, as 
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then concerning the puniſhment ofit. 
The better to ſhew forth what their fault 


touching was, where with now he doth charge the, 
their fault. firſt he ſnew eth, that they had no cauſe 


34 


ſo to doe: then, what it is that they have 
done. He ſheweth that they had no caule 
ſo to doe, becauſe he will not allow them 
any ſuch ſpeaches,as whereby they may 
ſeeme to impatt, that they were firſt pro- 
voked by him: and further telleth them, 
that if they ſhould ſay ſo, then would he 
take further order with them. In that he 
wil not allow them ſuch ſpeaches, we are 
to note, firſt, what thoſe ſpeaches were, 
which for that cauſe he ſo rebuketh:then 
of their- uttering of ſuch like ſpeaches. 
What thoſe ſpeaches were we may beſt 
gather in that *the Lord doth aske the, 
what they had to do with him:and whether 
they would be avenged on him, or, asit 
were, recompence him, for ſome hurt that 
he before had done them · If they uttered 
ſuch ſpeaches as theſe (as handy ſees 
meth they did ) then did they declare 
themſelves thereby, both to take in ill 
part his former chaſtiſement : and now 
alſo to forget themſelves very far . His 
former chaſtiſement they did take in ill 


part, 
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part, becauſe they accounted it an hurt 
unto them , and ſuch as whereon they 
might juſtly looke to be avenged . Now 
alſo they forget themſelve; very fat, both 
becauſe they are ſo ſawcic,as in ſuch ſore 
to deale with the Lord: and ſo fooliſh, as 
to overmatch themſelves ſo farre. In that 
he would take further order with them 
we may likewiſe note, both how offenſiue 
ſuch ſpeaches (or thoughts) are unto 
him: and what is the order that thereup- 
on he taketh. That ſuch ſpecahes are of- 
fenſiue unto him, he plainely declateth, 
for that he ſheweth that he will provide 
further puniſnment for them. The order 


that hereupon he taketh, is that he then v 


will be further avenged on them: & that, 
both very ſwifth ; and upon their heads, 
That which they have done, doth partly 
concerne the ſubſtance or wealth of the 
lad: & partly the people that dwelt there- 
in. Concerning the ſubſtance & wealth of 
the land, he chargeth them both with a 
wrongfull taking away at the firſt: and 
with a foule abule of it after. That which 


they wrongfully tooke away, was firſt, eg. 


by name, ſilver and gold: and then gene- 
rally, all precious, or pleaſant. things be- 
85 hides. 
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ſides. The abuſe of them after, was that 
Fus. they #carriedthem into their Temples-as 
though they had got them by the pow- 
er of their idols;and oftending in this al- 
ſo, that they ſought to advauncethe dig- 
nitie ofth eirx idols thereby. Concerning 
the people that dwelt in the land, he 
ent. chargeth them likewiſe with · double in- 
jury againſt them: one, that they did ſer 
them away, and that to the Græcians, an 
heathen people, and far oß the other, that 
to this end they ſolde them, to ſend them 
Then, far from their on border. C6cerning their 
thine the Puniſhment for this fault, we are to con- 
puntth= {ider, firſt what is the puniſhment that is 
ment ot it. denounced: then, how the certainty 
thereof is confirmed , The puniſhment 
that is denounced , conſiſteth in two 
pointes : firſt that that which they 
had done , ſhould be undone againe; 
then, how their former doings to others, 
ſhould now be requited in them ſelves. 
As touching the undoing of that which 
tz. they had done F he plainly faith, that he 
will raiſe thẽ out of the place, where they 
had ſold them. As touching the other, that 
is, howe their former doinges to others, 


ſhould now be requited in them —_ 
* rſt 
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firſt he ſetteth it downe generally: & then 
more ſpecially . Generally he faith that 
£ he will render their reward upon their 5 
own head More ſpecially*hetelleth them, * . 
both that he world ſell their ſons & their 
daughters into the hands ofthe children 

of Iudah : and that they ſhould ſel/them 

over againe unto the Sabæant a farre of. 

The certainty of this their puniſhmenc 

is, for that ' the Lord himſelfe hath ſpo- 1.8. 
ken it, 

21 Andnow to come to ourſelves a- How we 
gain, and to ſearch out what inſtruction alſo may 
or comfort may out of this ariſe unto us, — 
whereas in theſe daies we are not a litle gainſt dur 
moleſted by many on behalf of the Goſ- enemies. 
pell, or for our profeſſions ſake, if the ſe- 
curitie and mighty protection that here ĩs 
promiſed unto them, may alſo be derived 
rous, inſuch ſort thatwe likewiſe may 
be aflured, upon ourrepentance,to have 
thatſafery from all our enemies, that is a 
matter of ſuch importance, as that we 
muſt needes account it a ſpeciall good 
bleſhing and æſteeme accordingly of it. 
Whereas therfore God is ever one, & cõ- 
tinually hath that care of his people, that 
before he was y;oont to have, and can as 
calily 
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eaſily be kindled now againſt their ene- 
mies, as heretofore at any time he hath 
beene; there is no cauſe for us to doubt, 
neither yet can there be any, but that if 


true ly, either by this occaſion, or howſo- 


ever elſe, we ſeeke unto him, he alſo will 
be as readily found ofus , and as eaſily in- 
treated, as he was woont to be of others: 
eſpecially now, this age being part of the 


time, that himſelfe did promiſe to crowne 


with this kind of bleſſing;and whereunto 

he did with ſo undoubted certaintie aſ- 
ſure the ſame. So that, whatſoever hee is 
ſaide againſt the enemies of his people 
then, that alſomay be (astouching the 
ſenſe and meaning thereof) as fitly tranſ- 
lated to our enemies now, ſo farre as they 
are in enmitie with us for the Goſpell of 
Chriſt, Firſt therefore where as he ſaith, 
that he will gather them all together,into 
the vallie of Iehoſbaphat, and pleade with 
them there, for his people: and that eſpeci- 
ally, when he bringeth againe the Capti- 
vitie of Judah & Ieruſalem: we alſo may 
hope, that, ſeeing that now he hath be- 

gun to bring backe againe our late capti- 

vitie, he will in like manner vouchſafe us 

that mercie, that he will alſo gather our e- 

nemies 
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pemiestogether , and into ſome vallie of 
Iehoſbaphat alſo, & plead with them there 
on behalfe of his people now, as he did 
with thoſe others of old, on behalfe of his 
then. But there at that time he ſo ordered 
the matter, that falling at variance among 
themſelves, two parts of them fell on the 
third, & when they had utterly deſtroy- 
ed thẽm, then fell they each one on the 
ocher alſo, and ſo made a cleane riddance 
of all: and left the victorie (and ſpoileto- 
gether) to the people of God, without 
any ſtroke, as they were but comming to- 
wardes them, and with inſtruments aud 
voice praiſing the Lord. And ſeeing the 
Lord calleth this but pleadings, and yet 
appointeth the place of hearing to be in 
the vallie of ſo famous an execution, as 
hereby he gave them to underſtand that 
theit cauſe was ſo naught, that it ſhould 
no ſooner come to hearing, but that a 
ſharpe execution thereupon ſhould bee 
done: ſo wealſo,finding the cauſe oftheſe 
ſo bad as it is, may very well hope, that it 
ſhall no ſooner come tothe hearing be- 
fore the Lord, but that they alſo ſliall be 
caſt, & have execution accordingly done; 
as alſo in theſe daies, if we looke about us, 

1 We 


How in= 
iurious 


they have 


beene to 
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we mayeaſily finde many things, that ar: 
of that nature, and do plainly witnes the 
ſame, For the reaſon that held with them, 
doth in like maner hold with theſe like- 
wiſe. For who ſeeth not, that they alſo 
have ſcatteredthe people of God among 


us likewiſe che nations, and have parted their land a- 
Scattering Mong them ſelves , They have ſcattered 
us abroad, the people among the nations, partly by 


the broiles that they have made where- 
by they have ſo afflicted Chriſtendome, 
and toſt it up and downelike a foot-bale 
at their pleaſure: but eſpecially, becauſe 
that by the corruption of doctrine that 
they have brought into the Church, 
they have diſperſed the people of God, 
almoſt into all the errors of the heathen 
that have beene about us. And that they 
have parted the lande of the people of 
God among them, it appearetli alſo 
very plainely, in that they had ſo much 
conſumed them from the face of the 
earth, and placed them ſelves in their 
roomes: inſomuch that, of a woorthy 
and honourable aſſemblie of many 
good and godly people in the Church of 
God ; they had -nowe of late brought 
it to a diſordered multitude of ſuch a 


people, 
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people, as moſt notoriouſly of all o- 
thers did utterly abandon in Religion 
and life, what ſo ever is good, and in 
them both betooke them ſelves moſt im- 
potently to that which is ill. But as for 
that vile contempt that thoſe enemies 
had of the people of G O D, whenas 
they gave the on of an harlot, and the 
girle for a cup of wine, that may we finde 
to be very farxe out matched by theſe. 
For it is no ſtraunge , nor great matter 
(to ſpeake of) among ſouldiers, when 
they have conquered others, and taken 
the ſpoile of them at their pleaſure, and 
come laden home with the pray, to 
give ſuch captives as they taken for ve- 
ry trifles, if they have many: when they 
come ſo eaſily by them, they can be 
content oft times to affoorde a good pe» 
niwoorth of them: eſpecially thoſe 
that are the looſer, and the more pro- 
digall ſort that are amonge them. 
But theſe were the pillers and ſtaies of 
the people; they were their leaders 
and guides in their pilgrimage: they 
were their ſpirituall Paſtors and Fa- 
thers; and had them of truſt, and with 


Having us 
in vile 
contempt. 


ſpeciall charge, committed unto them. 


And 
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The boy, And yet have theſe alſo made ſo light of 
8 the people of God, of whom they had 
girle, fora this ſpeciall charge, & whomthey tooke 
cup of unto their gouernement, that for the ac- 
wine. compliſhment of their foul and ſhameful 
luſt, and for their bellies, they have freely 
parted, not onely with the boyes & girles, 
the ſmalleſt and meaneſt of the people of 
God; but with men 2nd women allo, the 
aged and honourable,and greateſt of all: 
nor that onely at ſome ſpeciall time, or 
done but of ſome few of them; butit was 
the generall courſe of them all, and ſuch 
as ſtandeth with the ſubſtance of their 
profeſſion, and is commonly found with 
them all, even from the higheſt unto the 
loweſt. Out of that likewiſe wherein he 
Taking ir directeth his ſpeach more ſpecially to 
= — certain ofthem, we alſo may note, that 
ſant things theſe our Tyrians, Sidomians, and Phi- 
liſtins have done as fondly as did thoſe o- 
thers, and daily yet doe: and yet have no 
better cauſe of this their doing then had 
thoſe others. For theſe alſo have taken a- 
way out of the Church, the citie of the 
great king, and from among the people 
of God, their ſilverand gold, and all pre- 
cious things: and that not onely in the 
| tera 


. 8 8 * T3 . 122 
Ont ofthe Prophet boet. 742. 
literall or ne ereſt ſenſeʒ but much more, if 
we goe to a further I evenan goth che 

c 


the ſiterallot neereſt ſenile, 


Icd all Chriſtendome (and yetdo,where pa 
they may be allowed) ofa greatpartof Neri 5 


their treaſure, ſilver, and gold, and of all 
ſuch things as were molt precious, or of 
greateſt æſtimation among them. Inſo- 
much that they have not ſpared the 
Church-ivings them ſelves; which were 
all that the people had, and were like to 
have , to maintaine inſttuction among 
them, to the glory of God, andtheir own 
ſalvation. And, that worſe is, theſe things 
have they not only taken away from the 
people of God ; but have imployed them 
to the ule of jdolatry : and that ſo groſſe, 
as ſeldome at any time coulde bee over- 
matched among the gentiles.If we go to 


hey had ſpoly mainte= 
nce of 
e min 


. 5 And all 


a further ſenſe, thẽ multwe charger zem, 


that they haue not onely ſpoiled us of fares in 


a 


our earthly x 


hat doth juſtly arile to them abu- 


a Ic | | | 
ſed ſo far as they are) but that they have 


ene e ee 
4 


ritual frgaſuces or graces that we hadin 
Gul 15 Word and Sacraments, that 
1 ſhould 


aſures (which notwith- Chriſt 


Kanding ee , ble che Hl 


747 An Admonition : 

ſhould have directed and comforted us 

here; and of the force of the merits and 

paſſion of Chriſt, that were to bring us to 

the kingdome of God. And whatſoever 

there was, that apperteined to true holi- 

nes, or to out redemption in Chriſt ( the 

greateſt riches that ever were, and tlie in- 
æſtimable treaſure of the church of God) 

that have they either altogether taken a- 

way from the Church, or in ſuch ſort cor- 

rupted and defiled the ſame one way or 

other, that they have bereaved the people 

of God, of the comfort, and uſe thereof. 
Selling un And as thoſe others ſeld away the chil- 
faraway dren of Iudah unto the Græcians, to ſend 
| | « ogy them farre from their owne country: ſo 
have thoſe allo ſolde away the people of 
God to palpable darkenes; and all to get 

them farre from the Truth, that they 

might never be able to eſpie the ſame, 

and ſo to returne to their country again. 

Neither have they onely ſo done hereto- 

fore; but to this day alſo they labour it 

ſtil, and ever hold on the ſelf ſame courſe, 
vhereſoever they may:labouring allo, to 

bring backe again the people of God to 

their former captivity, and ſeeking daily 

to be avenged on thoſe, that have — 

| vete 
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Yered any part of the out of their hands. 
So that herein alſo they match thoſe o- Briſtlin 
thers, in aſſembling their forces together aginſt che 
againſt the Lord; and _— it a ſut= 
ficient provocation, for them to briſtle ſo 
as they do, for that the Lord hath already 
foiled them in divers of their waies, & be- 
gun to deliver his peculiar people out of 
their hands: having refuſed the mercifull 
viſitation of God ſo long, that now they 
have not the grace to conſider, that ſuch 
handes of God are laide upon them for 
their former juſt deſerts; but wickedly 
account that they are a juſt quarrel to 
them , to rage and ſcorne ſo much as 
they doe. When theſe thinges there= 
fore are ſo plainely and fully found in — 4 
them, may we yet doubt, that they are 4 
ſo farre from thoſe heauie judgements theirs may 
that he ere are denounced ? may wee W N 
thinke, that when they have done all — 
this wic kedneſſe againſt the æternall Ma- againſt 
jeſtie of G O D, and againſt thoſe an- them, 
nointed of his, for whoſe ſakes he was 
woont to rebuke even the mightieſt Prin · 
ces that were; and when as it is evident 
that they have not onely done thoſe 
things, but ſtil perſiſt _ continue there- 

2 in: 


_— 
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in chat yet notwithſtanding , the Lord 

will ſpare them, and let them goe cleere- 

ly away with this, and never call them to 

account for the tame? Or atleaſt may we 

thinke ſo now, when we ſee that the Lord 

Efoeciatty hath already entered into the like judge- 
on Na ug ments with them, that he promiſed here 
f ler the uato theſe? For now may we plaincly ſee, 
1 — * that he hath undone much of that which 
(| — they had done: and himſelfe hath ſola di- 
. uers of their children unto his people, to 
be ſent away unto the Sabæans where 
they can never get them againe . Fot he 
hath ſo opened the eyes of many thou- 
ſandes of them, that nowe they have left 
the waies of theit fathers, and are joyne d 
unto the people of God , They have ſo 
truly with the Queene of Saba, and with 
the Sabæans that came with her, given 
eare to the wiſedome of our Salomon 
Ieſus Chriſt, that now they meane ſlill to 
make their abode there: and cannot ſuf- 

ficiently wonder, that their fathers, and 

they them ſelves, have beene ſo long, ſo 
farre deceaved. And ifit were inough to 
ſtand for ſufficient confirmation hereof 
unto them, only for that the Lord had ſpo- 
ken it: how much rather ought wẽ to be 
= raiſed 
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raiſed unto an vndoubred expectation of 
it, when as we ſee, not only that the Lord 
of ours hehath already begun with che 
woorke it ſelfe , and hath done great and 
wonderfull things therein already? 
29 Inthefigure thatheuſeth , the 
more fully to expreſſe, and to illuſtrate 
that, which he had in plaine ſpeach ſer This wret= 
downe before ( which alſo he doth with or per 
great diguitie, and tothe ſpeciall beauti- mie more 
fying of the thing that he hath in hand) fully ex⸗ 
whereas yet he hgldeth on his talke with Prefiedby 
, . f Anotable 
his enemies, and willeth that proclamati- fgure. 
on be made among them concerning 
that matter, we are firſt to conſider, that 
he will have proclamation made : then 
whatitis, that he will have proclamed 
unto them. That he would have procla- 
mation made, it appeareth moſt plainely, 
for that himſelfe + willeth, that the thing Proctama- 
that he hath in hand be proclamed among tion, to 
the Gentiles, Whereby it ſeemeth that he — 
would give them to underſtand, both ther. 
that it is a matter fully determined with *3:9+ 
him: and, that he would have them all to 
know it. That which he would have pro- 
clamed unto them, reſteth in two princi- 
pal points: one, that he ſtirreth them up 
414 unto 
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unto battail;the other, that yet notwith- 
ſtanding himſelf doth withal « denounce 
their overthrow . And in ſtirring ofthem' 
up unto battail, firſt he doth it generally: 
and then he followeth upon the ſame 
more ſpecially . That which he doth ge- 
43:3 nerally , is no more, but that *he willeth 
that war be proclamed, or that they do pv. 

pare theinſelves unto war. In that whictr 

is more ſpecially ſet down of that matter. 

we are to note, not onely how the Lord 

doth more fully follow upon it: but alſo 

how the Prophet, that hither hath ſtoœde 

by himſelf, and hath but reeited hat the 

Lord hath ſaide, doth nov (according to 

the interpretatiõ dfthe beſt)put ina ſhore 
praier of his, ſuch as he thõught the mat- 

ter it ſelfe did now require. The Lord, in 
How they following more fully upon it, calleth upõ 
ſhould get them * firſt to get them in a readines at 


themſ 
ina — home: / then to come foorth, and to ſettle 


b 859-1 1. 


© 13-17. 


nes at them ſelves unto their buſines. To the end 
— Cordon that they may be in a readines, firſt he cal- 


gainſt his leth on thoſe, that in common ſenſe are 
people. meeteſt to ſuch a purpoſe, that is, to the 


71. battail:then he calleth on others alſo that 
are unmeete , Calling oh thoſe that are 
— mecte to ſuch a purpoſe, i firſt he willeth 


the 
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the mightie roawake, or to ſtirxe up thom- 
ſelves;and al the men of war to drawneere, 
and to come up to the muſter; then, to the 
ende they may all have weapons inow,or 
that there may be weapons inow for all, 


he willeth them to turne their inſtru- ;;! 


ments of husbandrie into weapons, their 
plow-ſhares into ſwoordes, and their ſethes 
into ſpeares . Comming to thoſe that 
are unmeete for the warres, that is, the 
weakg or freble, to the ende that he may 
better ſhewe foorth , how faite a day the 
Heathen or enemies to the people of 
God,ſhall ſeeme to themſe]vesto have a- 
ainſt them, and how ſure account they 
fal before hand make of the victorie, 
he woulde have thèm alſo to chiere u 
themſelves to this buſines, and will 
them to ſay, that they are ſtrong , or, at 
leaſt , to wiſh that they were « When 
thus they are gotten into a readineſſe, he 


Ard weak 


A willeth them all, of what Countrie * zun. 


or Nation ſo ever they bee, to leave 
their owne Countrie now, and to come 
and joine their forces togetheragainſt the 
Iewes, and to compaſſe them round about, 
The prayer that hereupon the Prophet 
doth make, is (that the Lords mightie hoſts, 
JR | I 4 or 


ThePro- 
phet pray- 
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. wk 1ater 
or men of warre,ſhould come down rhither 
alfo, on behalf of his people: ſo oppoſing 
ſtrength , agaipſt ſtrength; che holt of 
the 15 d, ag 


may ſef mne de havereſpeR wits the pro- 
bet in thathe' (ith, Ler them be wake- 
ved, avdlet all theſt vations come ap into the 
valle of Yehoſhaphat ©: for there will 7 ſit te 
Zee all theſe hationt rognd abont, ar, They 
Halbe waktiel', and 4 Jo 


be very carefull'on behalfe of the people 
of God(eſpecially when as he heard, that 
the Lord ſtirred up ſo many againſt the, 
and of the mightieſt, and willed them to 
be furniſheda ſo)theſe words of the Lord 
are ofthat nature,and doe ſofiely anſwer 
the quæſtion, as that it may ſeeme that the 
Lord thereby did quiet and comfort the 
heart of the Prophet in that his careful- 
nes 
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nes over the people ſettin him under · 
fand, that! he = not to Gs 105 der 
Thould ſo be gatheredto to 7 6 50 Us 
it ſhould be in the vallie of 1; 0 A 
rinſe» woy 72 there indge bow, e reſi- 
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their fickles:& givetha reaſon, becauſe that 
now the corne was ripe, or the time ofÞar- 
veſt was come. In reſpect that they were 
as cluſters of grapes in the preſſe, Ihe wil- 
leth thoſe his executioners to come to 
their bufines, that is, to tred theſe grapes: 
& the reaſõ is, becauſe grapes did not only 
mn now of the ſelves Feng ſofully ripe) 
but alſo ran forth in plentiful meaſure into 
the ſtreetes. The reaſon that he giveth, 
why he would hayeſuch execution done 
upon them, is becauſe* their wiciędues was 
great , In that part of his 22 wherein 


be dliſcourſeth further of this matter, not 


ſpecially unto theſe, but indifferently un- 


to all, "firſt he ſpeakethᷣ of them ſlaughter 


in particular: then*of their gteat diffreſſe, 
generally. Concerning theſt ſlaughter, he 
Bees it ſhalbe very great: & then 
doth note certaine circuimſtances of it. He 
ſheweth tliat it ſnall be vt preat , both 
for that her ſheweth that there ſhall bee 
I grbat multi tudes of thoſe that are ſlaine: 
and for that hee thereypon calleth it the 
pv alli: of rhreſhing,or of chopping them in 
preces. The circumſtances are two:one,of 
the time; the other, ofthe place. For the 
time it is ſaide, that then it ſhoulde _; 
| | wacn 
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when the day of the Lord (which himfelfe = 114 
had appointed for this matter) ſhould be 
come , For the place, it is ſaid like wiſe, : 
that it 3 thelvallie of threſhing, - 
or of are them inpeeces, Concernin : 4 
their great diſtreſſe erally „ both he 
thing it ſelfe is deſcribed: and a reaſon 
thereof is given. In the deſcription ofit we 

have ſet do vvne unto us, what it ſhall be: 

and when it ſhould come. It ſhould bee 

ſuch ; as that unto them : the S and the 4g 
Moons ſhould be darkened: and the Star: 
ſhould withdraw their ijgbt. In the deſerip- 
tion of the time it is not onely deelared 
ithat it ſhould bee bert bi Lord ſhowlde 43:16; 
roare ont of Zion, &. but alſo they are 
taught, whence that fame diſtreſſe of 
theirs doth come, that is, from the roaring 
or diſpleaſure ofthe Lord, becauſè that it 
is ſaide withall, that · the heavens andthe e x16. 
earth are mooved by it. The reaſon ĩs, be- 
cauſc that / the Lord is ever a refuge into ti uc. 
his people: andthe ffrength of the chil- 


dren of Iſraell. The ſpeeiall effects that 
ſhould come hereby, are twoꝛt one, that 
they ſhould know, that he is the Lord their 
God , dwelling in Zion his holy monntaine:>" 
cother , that Jeruſalem ſhoulde bee _ 
an 


8 ry. 


- _— a 
p . =» — 
. ——— I 8 
= - = Tr by C 
— = F 6 3 " * 


- - — 
— — 
22 ” 


> ” 
—— 
— 


— 


— 


n — 
—_—_ EIS, or a 


141 An Admonition 
and that range rt ſbauld naſſe threugh her 

0 more. 
f 23 Out of which that ourſelves may 
Hor litle take ſuch inſtruction as to us a ppertei- 
tofeare deth, whereas firſt the Lord willeth that 
them all, if proclamation be made among the Gen- 
— 2 tiles, to præpare them ſelyes to the bat- 
— = then to come and ſet in hand 
che Lord. with their enterpriſe, ſeeing that he doth 
ſo openly put them in mind of it, and be- 
ſides that doth ſo eg them unto it, we 
neede not to douht it to be ſo pc:illous 
aud daungerous a matter, if our enemies 
takcup ſuch a purpoſe amõg themſelves, 
not though they he ſo hold, as to attempt 


to brigg to paſſe theix wicked endevors. 
On the ather ſide rather, if once they be 


known to beare an hoſtile wind againſt 
us for the Goſpels ſake, and thereopon 
talie in waite for ſome oppoxtunitie to 
break inuponus to their belt advantage, 
outofthis.we may gachet, that we might 
well be ſo voide ofall feare of them. , as 
that ourfelves might bid the, make haſt 
and ſoonę come Forth with the woorlt 
that they could. We ought to take heed, 

that we never giue tothe leaſt of them al 

anꝝ juſt occafion of variance with us: bu : 
1 
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if they maligne us for the Goſpels ſake 
(whichisall the quarrell that now they 
have with us) and for that only cauſe do 
caſt io annoy us, we neede not doubt to 
care a fig for them all, our ſelves may put 
thẽ in mind to be doing & tell them we 
long ſore to ſee the woorſt they can doe. 
In which reſpect it is not lightly to be 
paſſed over, that the Lord fo eameſtly 
calleth on the beſt ſouldiers, & the moſt 
valiant warriors that were in the world: 
and would have no fewer, then all ofthẽ 
neither. Theſe would he have to incampe 
them ſelves about his people, and to cõ- 
paſſe them in on every ſide: theſe would 
he have to be a document unto them- 
ſelves and to al others that either then li- 
ved, or where to come, how litle able any 
power of man ſhould be to prævaile a- 
ou the ætetnall, and the invincib!le 
ruth of God . If they were butofthe 
common ſort of ſouldiers,or if there wers 
but fewe of them, that they could not( to 
their one deſite) compaſſe in the other 
on every ſide, the matter were leſſe, if 
they could not attaine to that they deſie- 
ted: and though they were foiled or clearr 
dyetthtowen, yet that alſo were of 
at 
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that portion of honour and comfort, that 
God in ſuch cafe would have beſtowed 
on ſo good cauſe, and on thoſe that ſin- 
cerely ſtand in the ſame. Nay, unleſſe he 
have them all, in ſo much that none be 
wanting, even that alſo is mote, then he, 
in ſuch caſe, can affoord unto them. What 
cauſe is there then, why we in theſe dayes 
(when God is diſpoſed , as before wee 
have heard, to bring againe our captivi- 
tie) ſhould beſo aide when we heare 
of any, that in this cauſe profeſſe enmitie 
towardes us: being, as they are, farre 
ſhort of all ; and, ſuch as they are, nei- 
ther the beſt Warriours themſelves, nor 
yet ſo ſtrong, though all their forces 
were united together? But he doth not 
onely call in their perſons, but putteth 
them in minde of their ſurniturealſo: and 
becauſe their proviſion of weapons might 
be over ſcant, when now they came all 
enerally, to the end tliat therin alſo they 
fa ve no want, he willeth them to frame 
their inſtruments of hus bandry into wea- 
pðs alſo; that ſo all may be provided ther- 
of, to the uttermoſt of their owne deſire. 
And yet, vhen they come with al this fur- 
niturethic alſo ſhall be but a ſeely Pele 
cp 
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help unto thẽ. Goliah wasa mighty mam 
very well furniſhed for armour & weapõ; 
& an expert ſouldier beſides: and David, 
on the other ſide, but a ſimple thing to be 
in the fielde; nothing at all furniſhed to 
ſuch a purpole;& never trained up there- 
unto. But ſo ſoone as they met, that great 
beaſt was laid flat on the ground: & Da- 
vid went away with his head, forall he 
could do. Neither is it to be omitted, that 
the Lord aſſureth of his ſucceſſe, though 
the odswere ſo great on our enimies part, 
and the likelihood ſo faire, that even the 
weaker ſort among them, in hope of the 
ſ] Ly reer ſtir up themſelves to goe to 
the field with the reſt : or at leaſt wiſh, 
that any way they might be able ſo to do. 
For whatſoever likelihood there is, that 
fleth & blood may thinke to have found: 
ber can there be no ſooner a triall made, 
ut that it wil moſt plainely appeare, that 
fleſh & blood was far deceaved. Vet ne- 
vertheleſſe it is to good purpole, a ſeemly _ 
& a needefull exerciſe to us, that with the 
Prophet we alſo ſhould in all ſuch gathe- 
rings of earthly forces, lift up our eyes & 
hearts unto heaven: and there deſite our 
moſt mighty and mercifull Father, to ſend 
ee doyyne 
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downethoſegreiter forces of his, to en- 
counter with them;Whichif we ſhal do, 
we may likewiſe hope, to have that gta- 
cious and comfortable anſwerte, that all 
the ſortes of our enemies alſo ſhoulde be 
gathered together to that diſcomforta- 
ble 3nd irckeſome vallic of Ichoſhaphar 
to their utter deſtruction:diſcomfortable 
and irckeſome, I ſay, to all the euemies 
ofthe people of God but unto thoſe that 
profeſſe the Truth, and ſincerely hold it, 
8 place of great honor and joy, a ctowne 
of glorie, a mountaine of inæſtimable 
highrenowne,and no vallie at all of grief 
As ſulkes or reproach, But hen the Lord compa- 
of corne reth them further to the cori of the field. 
and ripe and the cluſters of grapes in the preſſe 
grape (whereof the one is fo eat} cut downe 
with a ſieth, or may well be gotten by 
wholehandesfull at once with no more 
but a ſickle: the others, being once come 
to that ripenes , that they are meete to 
come to the preſſe, breake in ſunder and 
bleede of themſelves without any trea · 
ding) who is there may doubt, but that, 
in fuch caſe, even the beſt ſtrength that 
they have, is nothing elſe but miſerable 
weakenes: and their greateſt glorie not 


One 
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Oat of tha: Prophet Toeh, ich. 
one jote better, thentheir open and æter- 
nall ſnamedeſpecially, when as their vic. 
kednes now is ſo very great, and in open 
ſight much greater by farre, then camba 
matched in any other fort of people; and. 
when as the Lord alreadie hath begun io 
to roar out of Zion, & in ſuch ſort to give. 
foorth his voice in Ieruſalem, that che: 
heavens. and earth are; there wich moos: 
ved alreadie , And what reaſon is chere, 
why it ſhoulde not be as ſeemely farhis 


honour now, to he in theſe daiem otha 


refuge, and aſtrength to his people; as 
heretoforeit hath berne on bebalke o 
theraꝰ We our ſelves, graunt; —_ 2 


Niſe deſerve it (and no more did; o 


that have beene before us, if God ſiould 
have entered into judgement with them 
but it is meete, and very mich ſuthaher 
nour of God, that in theſe daies nl ſodix 
ſbould be knowne tube a refuge and 
ſtrength to his people I as at any tio 
heretofore it hattiibeene, without an 
tion. Ife therefote hall ſetke unto him, 
in ſuch ſort as v heforo dutcted, chere 
nerd to be no quæſtion made hon dauht 
conceaved, hut that in cheſe daiesalſo dhe 
Lorde will fo bring downe out eng mirs, 
7 tt] K 
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that now alſo it ſhall be made known un- 
to all that the Lord is our God likewiſe: 
and that Ieruſalem ſhal henceforward be 
kept undefiled from ſuch corruption, as 
hererofore was broughtinto it; and that 
her enemies ſhall never hereafter fo præ- 
vaile againſt it as they have done, nor 
make it a thorough- fare for them to paſſe 
& repaſſe at their pleaſure , as heretofore 
aver-long they have done. 
The bleſ- 24 Concerning the bleſſed eſtate of 
ſed eſtate the other, that is, of the Church or people 
ofthe e God ;/ firſt itis ſetdowne ſimply, ot in 
reſpeR of it ſelf alone: then by compari- 
ſon, or in reſpect of certain others. In that 
which it but ſimply ſerdown,or in reſpect 
ofie ſelfe albne; we are to conſider, firſt 
ofthe time, wherein that bleſſed eſtate 
is promiſed: then what is that bleſſede- 
Nace,charthen is promiſed, For the time; 
n · there ls relation had to that which: be- 
fore was named, when God would bring 
againe the captivitie of Indah , and of Je- 
43:13, alem: and therefore (it is ſaide; in ther 
die. The bleſſed eſtate that then was 
promiſed , was concerning the lande 
"wherein they dwele : and firſt as tou- 
ching the aboundance of 8 
: | 0 
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ſhould then yeelde; and then as tou- 
ching the good watering of it , As 
totching the fruites, that then it ſhould 
ſo aboundantly yeelde, wee have ſette 
downe, both what partes of the Coun- 
trythey were that ſhould be ſo fruitfull: 
and then what ſhould be the ftuitfulnes 
of them. Thoſe partes of the Country 
that ſhould be ſo Kunfull , are the very 


*mountaines , and hilles : which for the t. 


moſt part, are nothing ſo fruitfull, as 
the vallies and plaines ; and oft times 
the moſt barren of all. What ſhould be 
the fruitfulneſſe of them is likewiſe de- 
clared , both by the nature of the fruit 
they ſhoulde yeelde: and by their man- 
ner of yeelding the ſame . The fruites 


that they ſhoulde yeelde , ate free; zt. 


and milke and ſo conſequently of 
that nature or kinde ., that is: to ſpeciall 
uſe unto men. The mannet ot their 
yeelding, theſe. fruires , is in ſuch ſort 
ſette downe , as that wee are aſſured 
thereby , that it: ſhoulde bee doone 
in aol plentifull meaſure : in ſo much 


that £ thoſe monntaines are ſayde to s pub, 


droppe wine, andto flowe with milke. 
As touching the good watering of that 
| K 2 land, 


e 
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land, firſthe ſpeaketh of all the rivers of 

Indah generally: then ofone ſpecial foun- 

tain. Concerning all the rivers of Iudah 
nerally, we are to note, that as ha pro- 

©; miſeth i that all choſe ſhall runne aboun- 
dantly with waters :. ſo he doth inlarge 

that promiſe no further , but onely to the 

rivers.of Iudah, Concerning that one ſpe- 

zu. ciail fountaine, it is to be noted, i that he 
doth not onely compare that grace that 

he meaneth, unto a fountain: but alſo (the 

better to declare the excellencie of it) 

dath ſnewe, whence it ſhall come; and 

what it ſhall doe. In that he compareth it 

unto a fountaine, he noteth thatit ſhall be 
continuall;as allo in declaring that it ſhal 

eome footth of the bouſe of the Lord, and 
thar it ſhall water that ſpeciall vallie of 
Cederi, he declareth both the dignity, and 

In compa- utility of it. In that part of his ſpeach 
lov of wherein headvaunceth the eſtate of the 
one people by compariſon, or in reſpect of dis 
vers others, we are to note, how either 

part of this compariſon is deſeribed unto 

&3:199 us: and «firſt as touching thoſe others, 

13:26, With whom they are compared; land then 
| as touching themſelves, to whoſe comfort 

this compariſon is made . As 8 

„ thoſe 


Oxtofthe Prophet Hort. 13a- 


thoſe others, we are to ſee who they are: 

and what it is, that is ſaide of them. Con- 
cerning the former, it is plainly aid,” that = z:155 
they are Egypt, and Edom: both of them 
floriſhing kingdoms, (eſpecially Egypt) 

and ſuch as had ſometimes the people of 
Godin ſubjection unto them. Concer- 

ning the latter, that is, what it is that is 

fait ofthẽ, we are likewiſe to note, both = 3. 
what judgement is denounced againſt 
them: and what reaſon thereof is given. 
The judgement that is denounced againſt 
them) is that Egypt ſhould be awaſt:and 
Edom amoſt deſolate wildernes. The rea on 

that is given, is, generally, for the iniuriet 
or violence that they had done to the chil- 

dren of Judah: more ſpecially, for that in 
their land they had shed innocent blood. As 
touching the ſelves, to whoſe cõfort this 

com pariſon is made, we are in like-ſort to 
conſider, who they are: and what it is that 

is ſaid ofthem. Concerning the former oſ 
theſe two, they ate, the whole Country o 320 
of Judah. and, the chiefe or principall citie 
thereof, Ieruſalem. Concerningthe other, 

ve are here alſo to note, both iat bleſ- 

ſing is to them aſcribed : and hat rea- 

ſons ate giyen, to induce tie Ad ubtfull 

| K 3 hearts 
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hearts of the people to be ſo perſwaded . 
The, bleſſing that is to them aſcribed, is 
that Iadab ſhould ſtand faſt for ever;and 
Jeruſalem from generation to generation. 
The reaſons are two : one, to take away 
out of their hearts, that which molt com- 
monly doth make men to doubt; the o- 
ther, to confirme or ſettle them better, in 
the certainty of this promiſę made unto 
them . That which doth moſt commonly 
make men to doubt, is the guiltines of 
their owne ſin, or the knowledge of their 
own corruption of nature, Whichthat he 
may the better take away out of their 
hearts, that they neede not to thinke 
that it ſnould be any bar unto them to lay 
faſt holde on that good hope, he givet 
them to underſtand 4 that he will there 
clenſs thoſe , whoſe blood before he had 
not clenſed:that ſo they might know, that 
although they had caſt themſelves out of 
the favour of God before,while their cor- 
ruption of nature did over-rule them; yet 
it ſhould not be ſo now, when that cor- 
ruptiõ of nature was in a maner aboliſhed 
unto them, and ſo the cauſe of offence re- 
mooved. To confirme and ſettle chem ſo 
much the betterin che certainty of that 

| promiſe 
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promiſe , he” giveth them to underſtand : 3123 


that be the Lord will dwell in Zion: that ſo 
they may the rather aſſure themſelves not 
onely that their bod is clenſed , hen he 
vouchſafeth to dwell amõg them;butalſa, 
ſeeing that he hath choſẽ it to be his man 


courſe that before is præſcribed. For the 
more ſtricktly that any thing is reſtrai- 
ned untoa ſpeciall time, the more may 
thoſe that are of that time, aſſure them. 
ſelves in their time to ſee the perform es 
of it. Whereas thoſe bleſſings therefore 
concerned the Inde wherein they dwelt, 
as, if we goe but onely to the outwarde 
letter, yet in this, or any ſuch like. time 
of ſcarcitie, upon our repentance:and 

K 4 tur- 
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88 turpingte God, we may hope to obteine 


ou gecdefull relie ſe in pletitifull mauer: ſo 
i we paſſe ou to the in warde ſenſe , that 
Shis place and many others ſuch like doe 
yeetde, then may we further gather ihat 
whereas that land was a figure of the 
butch of Chrift, we neede not to doubt, 
but that being under the Goſpel now, we 
alſoate neere unto all thoſe bleſſings, that 


by chis or ſuch like are promiſed unto it. 


Md ſdeing that the fruit fulues of that 


land is ſo deſcribed. that it plainely doth 


appear thereby, that it ſhould yeeld great 


In bodily 
luſtenance 


plentie of foode, and not onely the beſt 
parts of it, but the moſt harren alſo, out of 
may we likewiſe take double comfort 
unto our ſelves:firſt as touching our bodi- 
ly ſuſtenance; and then much more in ſpi · 
rituallgraces. For as touching our bodily 
ſuſtenance, we alſo may hope (and all o- 
thers hefides that doe apperteine tothe 
kingdome of Chriſt) that he of his good- 

nes and woonted mercies wil rather bring 

to aſſa that even the moſt barren places 

ye have, ſhall bring foorth fruite in plen- 

tiful maner, then that we ſnall want things 

necdctull to paſſe through this our pilgrt- 

tuagehere, in the feate andſervice 1 — 

I | uc 
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Much rather if NH ονe to thoſe ſpixitu- In ſpiritu- 
all graces, thatare promiſed here, N may all graces, 


then aſſure our ſelves, that in the Church 
or kingdome of Chriſt, they are inſogreat 
and plentifull manner, that every where 
they doe abound : and that the meaneſt 
Churches or perſons therein, doe more a- 
bound in theſe matters; then elſe- where 
any others, of what eſtate, experience or 
learning ſo ever they be, As alſo when he 
commeth to ſnewe, how this land that he 
doth ſpeake of, is vat ered, as he telleth us, 
that the rivers ſhall be ful of water, and of 
a fountaiue that ſhould water the valheof 
Cedars: ſo he addeth withall,that they are 
but the viert of ladab that he doth ſpeak 
of; and that the ſommtaine did likewiſe 
proceede from the Howſe of the Lorde, 
and in truth , the faithfull have fuch 
ſufficiency, and ſulnes, and moſt plentiful 
abundance in Ieſus Chriſt, & in his holy 
word, and continually are ſo refreſhed & 
ſorepleniſhed with that foxntaive procee- 
ding from the houſe of the Lord, chat not 
onely all theirivers of Iadab are ever full 
of water, evehtothe brinkes: but even 
thoſe great and mighty (dar; alfs ;-of 
chat rich and fruitfull vale; are all wate- 
; n red 
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be ed even to the full. But on the other fide; 
Oe wh if we caſt our eyes to any of our unneigh- 
our ene · bourly Egypt or Edoms,fuch countries or 
mics, ſtates, as take part with Egypt in their 
idolatties and ſuperſtitions, or with E- 
dom in continuall hoſtilitie to the people 
of God, though we may finde them for a 
time to flouriſh, and ſometimes to get- 
under the people of God ſor a ſeaſon: yet 
is it ſure, and ſealed up in the irrevocable 
judgements of Cod, that they ſhall be 
— waſt, and become inhabitable, or 


as a wildernes without any to dwell there- 
in, in compariſon of that which otherwiſe 


they mightattaine unto, with the reſidue 
ot thoſe that in ſpirit and truth do call up- 
on God. And howſoever they may ſeeme 
to flouriſh for the time, and thereby to 
hinder the courſe of the Goſ pell:yer may 
they be ſure, that it ſhallnot be ſo with thẽ 
ſtill; but that needes they muſt come to 
judgement , for with-holding the Truth 
m unrighteouſnes ſo long as alreadie they 
have done. For all fleſh, is graſſe;and the 
gloric thereof, but even as the flower of 
the field: and though now they flouriſh as 
greene as the bay- tree, yet he that now 
paſſing by ihẽ in that caſe doth leavethẽ, 
may 


Ont ofthe Prophet Toit, 776 


may at his returne not be able to finde the 
place vhere they were, though he make 
good haſt, and doe nottarrie, For in them 
is found innocent blood , and iniurie done 
to the people of G O D beyonde all 
meaſure. Wherein though others alſo 
have their parts ; yet, ofall athers, that 
Whore of Babylon, that long ſince 
hath beene drunken with the bloode of 
Saints, muſt needes beare the bell, where- 


ſoe ver ſhe cometh . And as theſemuſt be un. 
laid waſt , ſo /er»ſalem and all Iudab muſt — 
ſtand for ever: that when the enemies Icrufalem 


have doone what they can to overlay 
them, to put all to the ſwoorde, and to 
aboliſh the very name or memoriall of 
them from the face of the earth; yet 
muſt they finde in the ende, that they 
were in no wiſe able to performe their de- 
fire, and that the more they have ſought 
to bring them downe,the more hath God 
oppoſed himſelfagainſt their attempts & 
ſet thẽ up. Of which his goodnes becauſe 
ve have had ſo large & plẽtiful experiẽce 
in theſe daics of ours, ſo many waies, & in 
ſo great matters as we have had, ſo much 
the more may ve aſſure our ſelves, that 


theſe are the daies, wherin we ſnal ſco(by 
the 
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the goodnes of God) the ful performance 
of theſe his mercies unto his people. We 
are our ſelves, Igraunt, unworthy; and 
that may be denied by none: but he tel- 
leth us alſo, that he will clenſe the blood of 
thoſe that are his. By which his clenſing it 
may well come to paſſe, that we may be 
ſo highly in the favour of God ( by him 
that clenſeth us, Ieſus Chriſt) that he may 
well (even in his juſtice, aſter that once he 
hath affoorded us that way to his mercy) 
vouchſafe to eſtabliſn, and to uphold us, 
as here is promiſed:eſpecially, when as he 
telleth us further, that himſelfe will dell 
among us. For as on a time when the chil- 
n. ꝗ ren of Iſraell had greevouſly ſinned a- 
ainſt the Lord, he withdrewe himſelfe 
— their company, till upon their re- 
tance their ſinne was done away, but 
vrhen they repented, and the Lord, by the 
interceſſion of Moſes, had forgiven their 
finne, he then adjoined himſelt unto their 
rents againe, and was content to keepe 
company with them in all their journeies, 
untill they came to the land of promiſe: 
ſo in this caſe likewiſe , ho ſo ever the 
Lord hath heretofore eſtraunged himſelf 
ſrom us, becauſe of our ſinne, yet ifit _ 

s that 
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that now we repẽt us ofthoſe our ſins, we 
may be ſure, that by the interceſſion of 
our Moſes Ieſus Chriſt the onely Media- 
tour of the New and laſt covenant, he al- 
ſo will ſo forgive us our ſinnes, and ſo cir= 
cumciſe 3 withall, or clenſe our 
blood, that the lover of men will not ac- 
count it unſeemely his honour to di a- 
mong us. And becaufe that his dwelling or 
continuall aboade requireth likewiſe a 
dwelling-houſe , and that the ſame be ever 
mainteined, therefore ſo ſoone as it doth 
appeare, that the holy Ghoſt hack buflt is 
upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets Ieſus Chriſt being the Head 
corner- ſtone, and ſo hath mad us Tem- 
ples to him, wealſo may aſſure our ſetves, 
that he wil not ſufferus to miſtatry Ho. 
ſes are ſometimes overthrowne'by vut- 
ward force; ſometimes a gairre they deva 

of themſel yes: but this Howſe'orT emple 
ofhis wil he both defend apainſdtheforee 
of all his enemies; and uphold 4 


As 
gainſtſuch decayetzasothetwiſeofir ſelfe n ..1__- 
would growaponlt. bin tation un= 

26 Now therefore to draw to un end, to ſuch re- 


whereas it is eleare, that we alſd may find 


our ſelves to be touched with the ſelf ſama required. 


hand 
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hande of God that was caſt upon them 
though not in ſo large & plentifull mea- 

ſure-) what were more ſeemely or meeter 

for us, then ſenſibly to be touched there- 

wich, and to acknowledge it (as in deed it 

is, & can bo none other) the ſpeciall hand 

of God upon us? Let the Heathen thinke 

Becauſe (that kne we not God) that ſuch thinges 
foe thi come by chaunce or fortune: let us ac- 
be the hãd Knowledge, and undoubtedly perſwade 
of God, our ſelves, that it is of the Lord; & that he, 
for ſome ſpeciall cauſe, hath ſent it unto 

us, And if it be his dolng, or come frõ him, 

may we make ſo light ofit, as not to ſuffer 

the ſame to take any holde ofus? Or may 

we ſocaſily paſſe it over, as not ſo much as 

in ſetious and earneſt manner to bethinke 

our ſelves, for what cauſe he ſhould ſende 

it untous ? Is there no remedie, but that 

neades we muſt be like unto them, that 

being provoked, in very ſtrong and forci- 
blemanear, to mourne: yet notwithſtan- 

ding wil in no wiſe lament, nor ſuffer ſuch 

calling to woorke upon them? Are ſuch 

things daily before our eyes, and have we 

hearts to beholde the ſame: and yet is our 
countnance nothing at all abaſhed there- 

atꝰ Neede we ſome Ioel, agame to teach 

us, 
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us, what this gearemeaneth ? Belike be« WE alſo 
cauſe we have among us no ſuch ſinnes, — 
as for the which that hande of God was faced, 


caſt upon them . But Lord God, what 
thing was there eyer more certaine chen 
this? Who ever did more certainely know 
the day to be day, and the night to be 
night; the fier to be hote, and the water 
moiſt: then any man that hath any ſight 
at all may plainely perccaye, that thoſe 
ſinnes are rife among us; and growne alſo 
to a marvelous head? Or did ever the Sun 
in his brightnes ſhe it ſelf more cleately 
to the children of men, then thoſe thinges 
kaye made themſelves to be knowne to 
the children of God? Which way are we 
able to turne our eyes, here we ſnall not 
ſee oppreſſion, and ſacriledge uncondem- 
ned, and uncontrouled ? where we ſnall 
not ſee the oppreſſed crying om for lacke 
of helpe, or comfort eichet 3 and the glotie 
of God cleane rodden downe, for filthy 
luker? And dos not theſe more juſtly de- 
ſervea greater and a ſharpet ſcourge, then 
ſo caſie, and fo gentle a warming, us now 
the Lord hath caſt upon usꝰ Is it not meet 
that vhen we have ſo unmercifully taken 
'fr6 ortiers that which is their, we — 
« | e 


761 An Admeanition. 
be ſo met with in that which is ours? Or 
when we have taken, and fill wichholde- 
from the Loxde himſelfe his awne proper 
part, may we notthinke, that he is juſtly 
provoked ſo fat to aecurſe it, & our oune 
that we mingle together 2. Or may we: 
looke to deale ſo uncharitably with our 
neighbour, and ſo diſhonorably with 
God: and yet that he muſt ever let paſſe, 
and quietly put up both the one, and the 
Fa other? Now if it ſo be, that we know well 
m—_ inoughthat we have ſo offended;and dai- 
require ly yetdae(asin deedeit cannot in any wile 
publice be denicd)isitthen ſo ſmall a matter with 
repentance us, that we ctanot thinłe it ſo needefull 4 
courſe to repent us thereof, and to aſſem: 
ble ot gather our ſelyes into ſome pub- 
like profeſſion of it?If thoſe ſinnes of ours 
be publike, and offenſive to all: ſnould not 
our repentance be publike alſo, and ſuch 
as · werte meete to take away the offence 
fo far, aa hefore by them itwas given. May 
Ve take to our ſelves the liberty to offen 
ſo openly: and yet muſt e count it ſd 
ſtraunge a matter, if it be required, that 


the profeſſion of our ce be open 
— — 


our impenitent and proude hearts fromm 
| taking 


— — 
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Ont ofthe Prophet Inl. 1#3 

taking away the offence our ſelves, by 

ſome open acknowledging of it: that 

thereby we give ſome juſt oceaſion to 

God, to take it away by caſting ſome 

publike vengeaunce upori us? Or, if in no 

wiſe our ſelves will doe it, may we 

after miſlike, if, to our further diſnohour 

and priefe, the Lord him ſelfe ſet in hand . 

to amend ic ? Or, if nothing elſe cduld At leaſtto 

moove us unto it, can we have ſo litle c6- obteine | 

ſideration of the mercies of God now of- — 
cies offe⸗ 

fered unto us, that when as upon our re- red. 

pentãce he is ſo ready tõ make them ours: 

yet we for want of this repentance , will 

leeſe them, and ſo foulymiſſe ſo faite op- 

portunity as thisꝰ ls it a matter of ſo ſmall r btelne 

importance, to have the good Spirit of that fur- 

God in ſuch ſort poured forth among us, cher mani- 

that old and yong, even ſervaunts and al, 2 

ſhould be ſo plentifully endued with the 

worde of Truth? Have weſolong labou- 

red it our ſelves,to ſo litle purpoſe : & yet 

can ve now make ſo light ofit, when the 

Lord himſelfe doth offer it unto us; and 

that for no greater a price then this? Or 

have we ſo litle care of the glorie of God 

that would come therby, that W we 

[. ave 


To get 
ſuch pro= 
tection 
from our 
enemies. 


463 An Admerition 
have ſocompendiousa way to attainiuns 
to that whereby it might be notably ad 
vaunced: yet notwithſtanding we rather 
will ſuffer all to fall to the ground, then 
caſt out ſelves to be in a readines, to ac- 
cept and to uſe the meanes that are offe- 
red ? If we come unto thoſe that are our 
enemies for the Goſpels ſake , it is ſuffi- 
ciently knowneunto all;that, for certain 
ages late overpaſſed, we have beene in 
miſerable bondage unto them, and have 
ſuffered at their hands whatſoever miſe- 
rable eaptives are woont;or the pride, ra- 
vin, riot, or crueltie of the conqueror is 
bold for to offer: and that they have la- 
boured, by many ſtraunge and daunge- 
rous meanes, and yet doe, and daily will 
doe, to bring us backe to their handes a- 
aine, that ſo they might leade us that 
aunce a freih and once againe claſpe 
that yoke of their bondage about our 
neckes, and then make it ſo ſure withall, 
that we might never beable to get out of 
their talents, orto recover the comforta- 
ble freedome that now we enjoy. And 
have we yet ſo litle remembrance of our 
former miſeries, and ſo litle care ſtil to up- 
hold 
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Ont of thi Prophet Jul, 15 
hold this our law ful and needefull kber-- 
tie, that when fo eaſily we miglie ger ſo 
faire an hand againſt all our enemies,” yet 


notwithſtandmg we will not take the oßp- 


portunitie that leadeth unto it? 'Ts'their 


tyrannie become ſo eaſie, that nowwe C.. 
doe ſo litle feare t? Is Religion th Hf 


no greater importance, but that we 


again be under ſo groſſe idolatrie? Hive 


we ſo litle cate of ourpofteritie', that tis 
no matter to us, whether ate bond, 
or free, whetherthe Lord be gloriſie 
them, or notꝰ Can we be ſo ſenſcleſſe or fo 
litle touched with tlie 'confideration 6f 
theſe calamities,and inafty others depen 
ding thereon, that we'wilt not reden 
our ſecuritie from them hen ass now the 
opportunity ſerveth ſo welzthe Lord h 
ſelfe fo graciouſly gffererh thut fayour 
unto'us;and we may parchaſe the ſume co 
out ſelves for litle or nothing Then 
muſt we pronounce againſt out ſelves; 
that we are right worthy to full ro cn 
depth of all diftrefſe;) dvac ſo lite reg 
whe ſo eaſily we may u time to preverit, 
And how may we tooke that God ſhould 
pity us, whe in we ſtiould er yr 
2 to 


* 


we can 
hardly 


We not 


Though 


vv unto 
it: yet are of impenitencic ; and, beſides this, we are 
ſo diſſolved into all exceſſe, lightnes, and 


— — — — u 


165 An Admonition 


to him vhẽ as now we have ſo litle regard 


thereof our ſelves? Our hearts, I graunt, by 
the common corruptiõ of nature, are very 
hard, and ſtrongly poſſeſſed by the ſinne 


vanity, by the peace and wealth that God 
hath giyen us, and for that we have taſted 
ſo liele of the rod, as now for a good time 
ve have done: that it is leſſe maivaile, if 
hardly we can growe to any ſuch carneſt 
5 publike ſorrowing ; or, ſo much as 
xe ol the motion when it is made. But 
in this caſe alſo it is good to remember, 
chat the wiſedome af Chriſtian ought to 
be ſuch , as that whatſoeveris an offence 
qr hindarance unto us in the way of god - 
lines though it be as dear, as is ourhand, 
ot out ſoote: yet ought we rather to cut 
ic of aud cnſt it away (though we ſhould 
be much mained thereby) then that we 
ſhould ſuffer our ſelves to be let or hin- 
dred by them «If therefore we have an 
ſenſe q feeling, of ous great & manifold, 
fins, orof this gẽtle hand of Gad that for 
the lame is caſt upon us ; if we have any. 
harty deſire to bepartakers of thoſe grea 
. A ana 
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Ouoftbhe Prophet Joel. 166 
and inæſtimable mercies of God, amore 
generall, and a further fruitionofhis æ- 
ternall Truth,and ſo comfortable ſecuri- 
tie from all our enemies: what is there 
then, that, with any colour, may ſtay us, 
from that which the Prophet doth here 
require; or, if in heart we conſent untajr, 
why ſhould not our deede alſo beat 
neſſo, or rather expreſſe our meaning 
therein? Well may our dalliancedeccave 
our ſelves: but others it cannot; eſpecial- 
ly. God. The fruites that we beare, will 
plainely witneſſe whar we are. If the 

be ill, or if they be none, either of thoſe 
doe plainely caſt us: f they be good (and 
ſuch as argue a ſounde reverence, and a 
readie obedience to the Worde of God) 
then doe we finde, to our ſingular com- 
fort , that now in deede we are the chil- 
dren of God; and that our reward, with- 
out all quæſtion, muſt needes be great. 
Long inough have we wallowed in care- 
les ſecurity ;itis time now to looke about 
us, & to accept of thoſe more ſpeciall fa- 
yours of God, that he, in this acceptable 
time of his, doth offer unto us. God give 
us gtace ever to bee eaſie to bee admoni- 
I ſhed, 


— 


167, An Admevition 


ſbed,thathe neede not to uſe any rougher 
mæanes to quicken us up: and to take 
ſueh holde of thoſe good opportunities, 
that in theſe our daics he offereth unto 
u, that wee may in like ſort enjoy ſuch 
bleſſiags as are tendered withall , God 
8948 the ſame, ihrough Ieſus Chriſt 

* Sonne our Lorde, to the ad- 
vic vauncement of his King- 
2vs::..' dome among us, and to 

1:1; 2-11, - QUrownvalpeake- 


& +4 
T1 "7 « * 
1 R 2 - 


A praier wh the ame argu- 


ment: and meete for the time 
that no we are in, 


FE acknrowledpe(O Lord) be- That we 

ee thy mote lorious and æ- have de= 

L| ternall maieſtic, that we moſt ſc — 3 
eh have deſerved not one mach 


i. * hardeſt eſtate that thy more. 

ö people have at anie time had, 
N bet urterlie to be caſt of likewiſe from being 
thy people: much more this gentle and fat her- 
4 ly chaftiſment , which at this preſent thon 
2 caſt upon ns, Nevertheleſſe , becauſe 
| we knowe by thy holie worde, that thou de- 
| 

| 


lighteſt not in the death of a ſinner but woul- 
deft rather have him to live , and it ts not thy 
pleaſure , that the rodde of thy chaſticement 
ſpould ever lie upon thine inhæritance, but co- 
veteſt rather, that they ſhould ſoont remem- 
ber them ſelves, and turn unto ther: wer are 
bold even now (and thou haſt enboldned us 
to ſeeks unto thee, and to intreat thee , now to 


rake 


ern. —— 
2 nat | .. 
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The Praler. | 
bake from us this hand of thine , before alas 
thou thereby haſt chaſticed our former ſames 
aniething neere to that meaſure (no, wot by 
the thouſand part) that wee haus deſerned. 
For thy mercie« Father ( in thy Sonne our 
Lord) u verie greet towards all that are bu, 
and ſo ſpread foorth aver all thy workes mſo 
plentifull meaſure , that wee make no doubt, 
but that at ame time wee may be bold to ſeeks 
thy fauour, aud to entreate thee to ſlate thy. 
band , when yet thou haft ſcant begunne to 
ſtrike, not withſtanding that we have initlie 
deſerved,that thou ſhowldeFt turn awaie from 
1:5 thy face for ever. Howboit, that no way it 
tend to the impechment of thy glorie, in thi 
order and courſe that thou haſt ordeyned in 
allthy woorkgs (laying aut the meanes where» 
by thou doſt works it, aſwell as the effect that 
ic taenſue ) wee humbhe be ſeech thee (and 
much more earneſtiy, for this, then the other) 
that by this ſmal portion of tbus thy chaſtico- 
ment that now we have felt aur former ſecu- 
ritie maie be ſo quickened unto a diligent ans 
ſound advicement of the corruption of our 
nat ure, and ofthe faule and loathſome fruits 
tharont of the ſame bave alreadie proceeded, 
and ſo truelit and carneithie repent our ſelves 

* theres fe 


The Praier. 
thereof: that thou, having obteined thas 
which thow ſoughteft at our hands , maiſt the 
moro eafihe be induced to ſpare us, and to 


withdrawe thy hand from ns To thu ende And, both 
8 Lord we moſt humbly beſeech ther, togive deliver us 


vauncement of thy glorie, and of that whole ſreſfe. 


courſe of our life, wherein by the emmeſura- 
ble thirſt that woe have to the things of this 
world,wee have beene and yet are , ſo iniuri- 
ou and hard unto manie: and even to thee 
alſo among the reſt : and not onely to give ns 
ſuch a feeling of thoſe things our ſelves , but 
alſo tovouchſafe us ſuch an inward deteſta- 
tation thereof withall, & ſo reſolute a purpoſe 
to betakg our ſelves to 4 better courſe in all 

ſreb matters, that, as now we make bold with 
thee to ſeeks thy favonr , before that ever we 
bave beene chaſticed anie thing neere as wee 
have deſerved; ſo me mais bereafter likewiſe 
throughout our Whole He, bee ſo carefull in 
all things to aduaunce thy glorie, and in no- 
thing to anoy our neighbour for the bettering 
of our ſelves in worldly matters, but in all 
things to uphol bis good eſtate the beſt that 
we maie, that neither wee provoky thee again 
oo +; A to 


The Praier. 


to ſtrike us fur theſe offences, neither yet oc- 

caßon it to appeare , that now thou baſt mith- 

drawne this thine band fromus over ſoone, 

And Aud becanſe it pleaſeth thee to put us iu hope 
rouchſaſe of much greater mercies , then onely ſich re- 
us thoſe o- {ref of theſe our bodily neceſſitiet; and theſe 
ther — of are the daies mhereunto thoſe mercies of 
cena thineare promiſed : we likewiſe beſeech thee 
in moſt bumble manner, to vouchſafe us that 

furt her mantfcftation of thy Truth, and that 

notable protection from our enemies alſo,that 

wot onely-the likelier ſort of thy people but the 

meaner likewiſe , may both knowe and glorifie 

thee; and that we all being ever preſerved 

from thoſe that hate us for thy names ſakę, in 

that our ſafetie may imploy our ſelves the beſt 

that we can to the ſervice of thee, and ever 

praiſe thy bolie name for theſe thy mercies, 

Our enemies 0 Lord have ruled over 16 V 
long alreadic:and they of long have done unto 
iir, eden as thoſe others did unto them. Th 

have taken away our ſilver and golde, and 
whatſaewer lewels we had beſides of ſpirituall 

graces in leſis Chriſt and thoſe have they 

carried iuto the Temples of therr owneproper 

idols , and wickednes eſcribedall unto them, 

Our ſelves alſo they have not ſpared , but 


have 
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have dont with ws whatſoever they would. 
Not onely the bey, but the honourable alſo, 
and auncient of yeares have they given for an 
harlot: and not onely the girle, but godlie ma- 
trons and the chaſt ſoules of thy farthful peo- 
ple have they given for a cup of wine, and for 
their bellies . And, not ſocontent, they bave 
likewiſe in ſuch fort ſalde us, as moſt might a- 
vail them to ſend us away far from our coun- 
trie, that afterwards we ſhould never beabls 
for to retwrve thither again, But thou,s Lord 
thee ſelf haſt ſeeneit, andknoweſt wellinough, 
that they have beene ſogreevons unto us, not 
ſo mach for any thing that we had done 
(though in mak we be moſt wretched ſamers, 
and have deſerved much more then it) as in 
deſpight of thy holy Truth, and of an inward 
hatred to thee , Be it therefore thy gracions 
pleaſure, to unde what ſocver they have done: 
and to gather us together again from all thoſe 
places, whereinto we were Ide ſed by them. 
And as they had ſold us a far of, never to ſee 
our (ountrie again: ſowe beſeech thee , that 
fo manie of them, as (in thy ſecret election) 
belong unto thee,thou alſo would in like maner 
ſellover , not unto ut, but tothy holie Truth, 
ever to have them in full poſſeſſion and never 
80 
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to ſuffer them for to returne unto their moon- 
ted wandrings againe. And where as here 
rofore they have alreadie ſo much prevailed 
againſt thy people: now be it thy pleaſure , to 
bring them under, and daily more and more to 
enlarge the ſafetie of thy peculiar people a- 
gainſt them all. We graunt,0 Lord. the things 
we deſire are very great:but it hehooveth thy 
people ſhowld know thy aboundant mercie ; and 
thine enemies alſo the inuincible power of thy 
wightie hand. Graunt us therefore theſe 
things we beſcech thee , through Ieſus (briſt 
thy Senne our Lord, to whom with thee and 
the bolie Ghoſt as of right apperteineth,beaſ- 
cribed all thankes , honor, andglorie for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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